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How has the war been remembered? > Then

Source 5

A letter from 1932 explaining how the idea emerged of the 2 minutes silence to mark
Remembrance Day

(Catalogue ref: HO 45/20184)
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How to use this source:

Study this source carefully and see what it tells you about how British people remembered the
war in the years 1919-30. As you study the source, ask yourself:

Who came up with the idea of the two minutes silence?
What gave him the idea?

Do you think a period of silence is an effective way to show respect and remember the
fallen?

Will you choose this as your memorial to evaluate?
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£9th Mavoh, 1932.
Dear Hadam,

Your letter of March 2%rd addressed Yo the
seeretary of State for War in regard to the origin of the
Two linntes Silenes on Armisties Day has been forwarded to
this Depavtaant and I sm desived by the Home Seeratary to
say that more than one individual hes elnimed to have first
made the sugzestion tui ne doubt some similar idea oecurred
at various times to o good many people. There is, however,
1ittle doubt that the Tirst conerete propossl was put
forward by the late Sir Par;y Fitzpatriek who had been much
impressed by o Three minutes Pause whieh was ghserved in
south Africs every day st noen during the War, the signal
being given by the 12 o'eloek gun in Cape Town, while on
the Rand Gold Fields the sirens and hooters in the mines
woere used for the purpose. on the eonelusion of peace
sir Perey Fitspatriek sugzested that seomsthing of & similer
nature should be adopted throughout the Tmpire and peinted
out that the day and hour - Armistice Day, 11 o*eclock, were
marked out.

The Tirst offieisl direction for the observance
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