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Making peace > Reaction to Treaty of Versailles

Source 5

Foreign Office report on reactions in the USA to the Treaty, 29 July 1919
(Catalogue ref: FO 608/175)

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be helpful in deciding why it was
so hard to make peace. As you study the source, ask yourself:

What is worrying French public opinion?
How are the European and American political systems different and why is this worrying
the French?

What is the internal rivalry Monsieur Saint Brice is concerned about?
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TELRGRAL PROM SIR GZCROR GRAHAKE TO RARL CURZON.

Prench public opinion seems to be somewhat uneasy at the
opposition which le being shown by the American Senate to the
Treaty of Versailles, and more than ever inelined to approolatc
the prompt asction of the British Parliament in the matter,

iions teur Saint Brice, who writes on foreigzn affaire for the
"Journal® ooﬁmohts on the difference between the sxecutive
powers of Ruropean Parliements and those of the Senate of
Amerioa, where an opp;aition of one-third of the members sufflce
to nullify a fr.aty, tnd where the Senate hus moreover the
right to wodify the texts submitted for its aprroval, Te
quotes =8 on sxample whiut huppened to the firet Hay-Pauncefort
Treaty of 1900,

While it is hardly conceivable, continues lonsisur Saint
Bricea, thut any spisit of party or internal rivalry should out-
weigh the importance of the mighty international problems
Qcttloa at Versailles, asnd while it ig impossible to believe,
until the contrary be proved, that Ameries is prepared alone
to assume the ronpanolb;lity of making such an inoredible
muddle of things, he expregses the opinion that it is never-
theleas desirable that the Turopean Powers, if they do not
wich.te 8ae their signatures dishonoured by the Americen Sensate,
should watch what is happening on the other side of the
Atlantie,
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