
Most people are familiar with the stalemate and slaughter of battles like the Somme in 1916 or
Passchendaele in 1917. Less well known is the series of victories won by Allied forces in 1918. 

In this case study you can examine a range of sources which cover the final hundred days of
the war up to November 1918. See whether these affect your views on the commanders in the
Great War. 

You will probably find it helpful to study the Background before you
start looking at the sources.

Use the Worksheet as you look through the sources. This will help you
plan your research and think about how to present your findings. 
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The hundred days, 1918
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Source 1

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What is the main development set out in this source? 
What has brought this about? (Use the useful notes to help you.) 
How will it make the Allies more effective? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

An agreement reached at a conference of Allied commanders, April 1918 
(Catalogue ref: WO 32/5596)  
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Source 2

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

How confident was the British officer writing this paper? 
What made this officer so confident? 
Does this source suggest that the commanders were effective leaders and planners? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

Extract from a British Army report on the military situation in France, July 1918 
(Catalogue ref: WO 158/105)  
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Source 3

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

According to this source, what was the situation on the western front in August 1918? 
What was the attitude of the commanders towards their soldiers' lives? 
Why were the Australians so pleased? 
What were the main achievements in recent attacks? 
How effective were the tanks? 
Does this source suggest that the British and Empire commanders were capable and 
competent? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

3a 3b

Extract from a meeting of the War Cabinet, August 1918 
(Catalogue ref: CAB 23/7) 
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Source 3a
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Source 3b
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Source 4

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What does this source tell you about the uses of aircraft during the Great War? 
What are the limitations of the source? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

Report on the actions of Allied aircraft, comparing 1916 to 1918 
(Catalogue ref: AIR 1/109/15/16)   
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Source 5

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What do the various marks on the map show? 
What does this suggest about the effectiveness of the British Army in 1918? 
According to the key for the map, what did the 6th Division achieve? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

Map showing the achievements of one British Army division, September to December
1918 
(Catalogue ref: WO 297/2556)   
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Source 5
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Source 6

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What does this film clip tell us about the strength of the German defences captured by 
Haig's forces? 
Does this suggest Haig was an effective commander? (Use the useful notes to help you.) 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

Newsreel showing Haig and other commanders inspecting captured German defences,
1918 
(ITN Archive /Pathé: 1928.13)  
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Source 6
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Source 7

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What impression does this source give of Haig? 
Does this contrast with other sources you have seen or read? 
What impression do you get from the caption? 
What does this source suggest people in Britain thought of Haig at the end of the war? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

Photo of the return to Britain of Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, April 1919 
(Catalogue ref: ZPER 34/154, reproduced by permission of the Illustrated London News
Picture Library)  



Page 16

Lions led by donkeys? > The hundred days

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/greatwar/

Source 7


