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Lions led by donkeys? > The Somme
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Telegram from General Sir Douglas Haig to General Sir Henry Rawlinson, 2 July 1916
(Catalogue ref: WO 158/234)

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What is Haig's attitude towards what happened on the first day of the Somme?
Would you describe the tone of this message as optimistic or realistic?
Will you use this source in your presentation?
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{Sent se & telegram),

genoral Sir Henry Rewlinson.
Adv. First Army.

Second Army.

Third Army,

aeccond Corps,

Oefle 15-’3‘ “ne JU]."_Y;

Please convey following to vour troops :-

T am well satisfied with the results gained by the gallant

ciforts of the FOURTH ARMY yesterday and today. The eneny has
lost heavily and is severcly shaken. We have not veb complete-
ly broken down his resistance on the front attacked, snd there iﬁ
ptill hard fighting to be dono, but we have gone a long way

towards beating him, and a considerable succoss is within our

reach.

He hasg few rescrves available while we have many, and his

power to resist successfully 2 continued and determined prosecu-

tion of our attack is limited.
At this juncture svery man must put forward his utmost

¢fforts and the cnomy must be givon no respito.

Addresscd Gen. Hir Henry Dawlinson, repeated First, Second

f2d Third Armles, and Socond Corps.

General Sir DOUGLAS HAIG.
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