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Lions led by donkeys? > The Somme

Source |

A letter sent to the editors of the main British newspapers by Sir Douglas Haig, May
1916
(Catalogue ref: WO 256/10)
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How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What are the main points being made by Haig?

Does this suggest that Haig knew what the Battle of the Somme was going to be like?

Some historians have used this source to show that Haig did not care about casualties.
Others argue that Haig was just being realistic and honest, based on what had already
happened in the war. Which view makes more sense to you?

Will you use this source in your presentation?
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g. Germany snd Austria have owaw u.nﬂ.. »ﬂ Xkilled -
uuovovuﬂ not less then one tenth of their male Hou&,-__...
uwurﬁb .ou vomu.num arms. We must ,oo_.u_u_.owmu.op 1o _poo&_..a
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”_3nat1cn must also realise that in war the enemy has
jp_hoirockonad with until we have satabliahed an over-

; alporiority. However carefully ve prepare our plans,

'vhich we shonlﬂ heve prererrad to avoid. Pressure of

mﬂ&h otherﬂ.ao as could be Wished. While, tharefore,

- éxa !ully treined ond until supplics of all sorts are
;_. we may be forced to carry out counter-offensives on
lexable scale before that. The Germans will assuredly
_jh'iorqg our hend. In this case, the nation must
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nitisted to be insufflicient object and to have
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