
Many people believe that the officers in the Great War treated the ordinary soldiers badly. They
believe that the soldiers fought while the officers sheltered safely behind the lines. In this case
study you can see whether the original sources from the time support this view. 

You will probably find it helpful to study the Background before you
start looking at the sources.

Use the Worksheet as you look through the sources. This will help you
plan your research and think about how to present your findings. 

Page 1

Lions led by donkeys? > Officers & men 

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/greatwar/

Officers & men

Photo of officers in
their dugout, 1918

Graph of public
school pupils killed

Recorded memories
of life in the 

trenches 

Orders sent out to
troops, 1916 

A poem by Private G
Getley, 1917

Time spent in the
front line at the
Somme, 1916

Sources



Page 2

Lions led by donkeys? > Officers & men

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/greatwar/

Source 1

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:      

What does this source tell you about conditions in the trenches? 
Does this source suggest officers enjoyed better conditions than ordinary soldiers? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

Photo of the 12th East Yorkshires washing and shaving in their dugout near
Roclincourt, January 1918 
(Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum, Q10623) 
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Source 2

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:      

What does this source tell you about the casualty rates for pupils from the schools shown? 
These were schools for the wealthy and privileged. Do you think these pupils are more 
likely to have served as officers or ordinary soldiers? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

Graph showing numbers of public school pupils killed in the Great War 
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Source 3

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:      

According to this interview, what was Hancock’s commanding officer doing? 
What is Hancock’s attitude towards his commander? 
What impression do you get of Hancock’s commander from this source? 
Will you use this source in your presentation?

Memories of Lieutenant-Colonel M E Hancock on life in the trenches 
(Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum, 007396/14/4) 
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Source 4

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:   

Study source 4a. What events are described in sections 1-2? 
Look at source 4a, section 4. Why do you think soldiers kept dogs and why is this being 
banned? 
What does section 6 of source 4a suggest about relations between officers and men? 
Look at source 4b. Do orders 1-4 seem reasonable or unreasonable? Do you think the 
soldiers would accept them? 
Would they feel the same way about orders 5-6? 
Study source 4b, order 8. What does this suggest about relations between officers and 
men? 
Will you use one of these sources in your presentation? 

4a 4b

Orders sent out to troops of the Warwickshire Regiment, September - November 1916 
(Catalogue ref: WO 95/2756) 
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Source 5

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:      

What is the longest amount of time a division spent in the front line during the battle? 
Why do you think some units spent longer than others? 
In the second phase of the battle, what happened to a unit that had spent a lot of time in 
the front line during the first phase? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

Time spent in the front line at the Battle of the Somme, July – November 1916  
(Catalogue ref: WO 153/1258) 
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Source 6

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:      

How do you know this poem was about the attack on the Somme? 
According to the poem, what was the mood of this soldier and his mates? 
What happened to Bagley and how did it affect the writer? 
What was Private Getley’s job? 
What is the general attitude in this poem towards the war? 
Will you use this source in your presentation? 

‘Gommecourt Wood’, a poem by Private G Getley, 1917  
(Catalogue ref: WO 95/2686) 
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Source 6


