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Officers & men

Many people believe that the officers in the Great War treated the ordinary soldiers badly. They
believe that the soldiers fought while the officers sheltered safely behind the lines. In this case
study you can see whether the original sources from the time support this view.

You will probably find it helpful to study the Background before you
start looking at the sources.

Use the Worksheet as you look through the sources. This will help you
plan your research and think about how to present your findings.
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Source |

Photo of the 12th East Yorkshires washing and shaving in their dugout near
Roclincourt, January 1918
(Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum, Q10623)

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What does this source tell you about conditions in the trenches?
Does this source suggest officers enjoyed better conditions than ordinary soldiers?
Will you use this source in your presentation?
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Source 2

Graph showing numbers of public school pupils killed in the Great War

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What does this source tell you about the casualty rates for pupils from the schools shown?
These were schools for the wealthy and privileged. Do you think these pupils are more
likely to have served as officers or ordinary soldiers?

Will you use this source in your presentation?
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Source 2
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Source 3

Memories of Lieutenant-Colonel M E Hancock on life in the trenches
(Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum, 007396/14/4)

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

According to this interview, what was Hancock’s commanding officer doing?
What is Hancock’s attitude towards his commander?

What impression do you get of Hancock’s commander from this source?
Will you use this source in your presentation?
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Source 3

... oy kind of dugout or rest place had to-be
dug out of the back of the trench. That'y inv
the front line. In the communication
trenches it wasnwt too-bad. But it meant that
yowd, got to-hack it out withv o pickaxe ands
get some sort of shelter to-get out of the
trench. Yow couldwt lie downw and go-to-
sleep because people were walking over you.
And, yow had to-get yourself over the back
somewhere; whichy most people did. ...

. the commanding officer had a pretty
good/dugowttherex Yes, he did. He and his
servoanl I remember seeing them botiv
hacking away at this underground shelter
withvawill. And he constructed quite a good..
place. ...

... way a sort of o squawe. It could have
beew six foot square I suppose; that kind of
thing, pretty well downw underground so-
yowve probably got two-or thiee feet of eawthv
above and unlikely that o shell would crashv
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Source 4

Orders sent out to troops of the Warwickshire Regiment, September - November 1916
(Catalogue ref: WO 95/2756)
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How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

Study source 4a. What events are described in sections 1-27?

Look at source 4a, section 4. Why do you think soldiers kept dogs and why is this being
banned?

What does section 6 of source 4a suggest about relations between officers and men?
Look at source 4b. Do orders 1-4 seem reasonable or unreasonable? Do you think the
soldiers would accept them?

Would they feel the same way about orders 5-6?

Study source 4b, order 8. What does this suggest about relations between officers and
men?

Will you use one of these sources in your presentation?
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Source 4a

1/7th BATTAT,ION THE ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT,
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BATTALIOY ORDERS ®¥ UULUNGL = =emummov ¥ D @,0,G, COMMANDING.
Issue Np 29. 21pl Sebtember 1916,

(1) HONOURS AND AWARDS,

The General Officee Commanfing =in=Chief has, under
authority granted by His Mafesty the King, awarded decorations
to the undermentioned Officer ant N,C.0,:-

THE MITITARY CROSS,

8/Lieut V,C, Holland,
THE DISTINGUISHED MEDAL, :
No 2837 Corporal (A/Sergt) J.J.Waring,
(2) DIED OF WOUNDS,

The undermentioned men fdled of wounds on dates saated:-
No 4816 pte Jukes W, 31/8/16, No 4512 Pte Hatton A, 3/9/16.
No 2912 L/Opl Bodin W. 4/9/16,

(5) COMMISSION - WEARING OF UNIFORM,

A cendifate Tfor commisslon must not in any circumstances
wesr the upniform, accoutrements, or badges of rank of an officer,
until he has actually taken up his fduties as an officer with hig
new unit in pursuance of the posting orider notified in full from
General Headquarters on A,F, W,3381,

Bhen proeeefling from the cadet school to join hisg new
unit ap an officer, he will, however, wear the uniform and
accoutrements of an Officer, but in place of the badges of rank
he will wear tlze cadet school brassard, which will be returned
to the cadet school as soon as he has taken up hig duties,

(4) Doas,

' Up to and including 1}t October 1018, the cireculation of dogs
in the zone of the Bftiigh Armies is forbidden, even if they are ma
Muzzled, will-be-handed-ever-be-the-Milesery-Peiiee, unless they- -
are held in leash, Sheep andl cattle doge employed at their Work are
exempt from this orier, :

Stray dogs found at large, even if muzzled will be handed ober
by the Military Pdkice to the Civil Authorities, to be destroyed
after an interval of 96 hours if the owner is unknown,

The above order is in accordance with the instructions issued
by the Frenoh Authorit#es in view of the prevalence of Rabies,

(8) EXPLOSIVES.

Attention is drawn to G.R,0, 1189 dated 4/10/15, :

Trench Mortar and Bombing Grounds will be carefully seerched
ah the conelusion of practice and measures taken to dispoee of all
unexploded bombg, grenades, fetonators and fuses., Should there
be any reason to suppose that a piece of ground is dangerous to

i civilians by reason of explosivee having been left in it the
Maire of the Commune will be informed and if possible the area will
be fenced in.

(6) COURT MARLIAL,

No 20062, Private J. An derson, 12th Bn, King's Liverpool Regt,
attacned 8th loyal North lLAaneaphire Regt., was a member of a working
party in the trenches on the night of 4/5th August 1916, While |
the party was preseeding up to the front line there was some i
hostile shelling; the:accused then left the party without permission
and went back to his dugout.

He was tried by Field General Court Martial for

"Misbehaving before the ememy insuch a manner as to show cowardice "/

He wap found gullty and sentenced to neath,

This sentence was duly carried out at 5-55a,m, on the 12/9/186,

This order is to be read out to all,at the first opportunity,

(#igned) p, Hioxs Lieut & A/Adjt,
1/7th Battalion The Royal Warwickshire Regiment,
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Source 4b
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/BATTALION ORDERS BY I}i’. GOLGNEL J oM, KNOX GOHHANIE NG,
: _ ° Bpth. NOVEMBER 1916,

& LS -'HNSERVICEABLE GROUND SHEETS.
A1l ungerviceable grounf sheets ars roquirnt for the mannfactitre
of pathions bags, .
They will be collectes whenever possible and returned to Ordnance
Officers vhe will arrange for their despatoh to Paris,
8, LEAVE
A11 off 1cers proceeding on Leave to PARIS wWill report oh arravial
to shc;A.P.H.

3. PRAFFL _

. LOZEIGE W0oD Road will be closed to all traffie from 84th to 30 th
tnst.ant. Poth inclustve, except for transpoPt located along the rodl
na that used for roaf material, and unltu proceeding to or from

eamps siuuat.a& along. the read,
The PFEAKE WoOD, VILLA STATION, MARTINPIUCH and LE SARS tramway uﬂ-
not to he used as a footl way, czuept. by those working en e
controlling the 1ine, and by troops on relief days returning from®
the fromt, whe may use the hoardeﬁ tramway track ag far west as
, VILLA cS'.E‘ATI!.E)N.
4., HORBE WATER POINTSy .
It is striotly forbidden for horses when attached %o vehicles to .
be taken to lrink at water tanks or aroughs.

B, LIGHTTS,
A num‘ber of the ligh%! ghewn in the Army area are likely to sem
as guides to hositile aircraft,

For the safety of thé troops and the ci¥ilian inhabitants, and ot
factories, railways ete,,engaged on work for the armies, it is
essential that such lights should cease to be shown,
All 1lights will, therefore, be uzu'ggnishen or completely shaded
one hour after aunsot.. ek
All rapks will apsist the police and gendarmes both by complying
with the order thmsalves and by bringing te notice any infringe=
ment of .the order,
6. STEEL HELMETS, :
Steel heimets are net fo be uset for cooking, or for any other pum
purpose than that for which they are issued Disebedicnce of thi@
order will be treated as a gerious breach of dEelpline,
- OB'BICB-PS'GLO'EEII\G DEPOT. =
An Officers' Chdthing Dept, has heen opened at PONT NOVEILES,
1t will be open daily frem 8a,m, ‘%o 6 p.m :
8, PRECAUTIONS AGAINST TRENCH FEET AND FROBT BITE,
The following extract from Lil Corps routine orders of £and New,
191¢ is published for 1nromation'-
"1 65 Precautions against trench -feet and frost bite, i~
Now that the wet weather isg approaching, special precautions are
necesgary to prevent the feet becoming num'bel, swollen,painful ,of
froat bitten, :
It iz 2bgolutely necessary that all men, especialliy when in the
trenches, be made to remove their puttees, hootls and socks at
leapt ence a fday, and te Ary their feet and to treat them with
whale oil or anti-frost-bite-grease, and then to put on drg secks,
“ The pulteesshould be put ennas loosely as ‘rossible, Spare socks
must bho takén inte the trenches by all ranks,
The Boa't.a phould be kept well greased dn wet weather, and not be
laced %og tghtly, Tight boots must not be allowed, when fitting
on_boots men must wear twWwa pairs of gocks,

% |
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Source 5

Time spent in the front line at the Battle of the Somme, July — November 1916
(Catalogue ref: WO 153/1258)

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

What is the longest amount of time a division spent in the front line during the battle?
Why do you think some units spent longer than others?

In the second phase of the battle, what happened to a unit that had spent a lot of time in
the front line during the first phase?

Will you use this source in your presentation?
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Source 5

SECRET.

NOT TO BE COPIED.
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STATEMENT SHOWING NUMBER OF DAYS EACH DIVISION HAS BEEN IN FRONT LINE IN SOMMET!ATI‘LE.

From 1st July to 23rd Nov., 1916.

FIRST TIME IN THE BATTLE. SECOND TIME IN THE BATTLE.

| Fit T | No Secand Thmn o Third Thne Ro. | Poorth Time Firet Time o fiacoe Tima No. | Tolal Number | Grand Total

Divislons. n of i of i ot i in ot in of | ‘of days for J.:‘.,‘f.'u“:fé.'i,

| Froat Tine, Days. | Froot Line. Days. Fromk Line. Dur'.l Frony Tbne, Froot Line, Daye, Fromt Line. Dayn. | Socond Perled. || o woy. 2an, 18,
1| 17 o287 | 15| 168 .. 109 | 27 | 910 .. 988 5 50 0
2 lem7 .. 08 156|228 ..909 |80°| 210.. 710 | 6%f 1810..1511 | 80 80
3 BT 98T ‘ 18 | 16-8 ... 198 5 | 2y sg:ig:";gjﬂg'i u.”i 45 68
1 170,911 | o a1* 1010 ... 2410 | 15 | 16 46
4 ‘ 207 ... 18 | s | grE e e o] g | 8 | | . 84
(] ‘ 8.8 ..278 | 207|120 ..389 | 7 [ ew3 .. 809 9| 810.:19:10 | 11 47 | | 1 47
7 |\ 17 57 | 6| 187 o807 9| arH . T |12 26 | 26
8 L | | v | sos0..s000 | 1| mapen | 9] s0 21
(] 87 ..197 |17 | 17 10-10 ... 2410 | 15 15 82
1 8:9 1-10 | 23 |82 8811 | £ 26 26
12 2.7 8.7 7 |38 .ee7 | 5| sew 188 |18 28 2.10 ... 1910 | 18 18 16
14 18:8 .. 80:8 | 18 | 18 .. 168 | 4 22 | | 22
15 8.8 ..188 | 43 | 0.00.. 211 | 25 | 67 i | 67
10 1.9 o8 | 0| a ?
1% | L7 w109 |30 | 26 126 |1 21 81-10 ...-1811 | 18 [ 18 84
1g: [ a3 L O O €2 R © 2 (LA 12 26.0 510 | 10 | 26:10 ., 2111 | 87 47 59
19 2.7 97 | 8|07 .87 |12 { 20 910 1610 | & | 2210 .. 9211 | 82 40 60
90 807 .18 | 107 24a .. 9l | ag (VR B0 ol b | go9 . g0 | O] 46 | 16
21 | 1.7 8.7 8| D7 AR 7 10 17-9 ... 110 | 18 15 25
48 CE RS 8 | ATT .. 1057 8 | 267 B8 | 14 45 19:9. ... 810 | 20 46
24 228 |48 | s 40 5 | 18 18
25 167 [ 18 ] 257 ... 10-8 ] 17 | 198 7.9 (20| 210..%1-10 | 20 70 70
20 | o7 | e 24° 11-10 ... 29-10 | 19 | 1711 ...28-11 | 7 26 50
0 | 19 5.7 5| 87 .17 4 | 24.7and80.7 2 11 1110 ., 22-10 | 18 12 28
81 17 47 4 4 19-10 ... 28-11 | 88% BE* 42
$o | 17 ..oBq 8| 9.7 ..157 7 10 2311 | 8 -8 18
38 15-7 217, 7| 78 ..808 | 81 25-10 ... 711 | 14 14 16
84 147 .. 8T ‘ 8 | 107 .. 107 | 10| 817 ..188 | 16 29 | 20
86 187 ... 817 | 14 | 20.8 ... 268 7 21 21
86 1.7 2.7 | 2 | 2 2
87 || Bplit up between 21t and $ith Divisions. 18-11 ... 2811 B 8 B
88 67 .. 1017 6| 167 .20 |15 21 a1
59" | was ..17.10 | 51%| 1810 .. 1511 | =0 50 i | s
W0 1sa1 s | 8 8 | 8
41 118 =ae | 7| 209 1-10 8 43053001 7 17 ‘ 17
46 1-7 [ ot 11 1}
45 129 ... 20:9 9 | 200 .. 810 | 11 20 20
18 ‘ 17 o147 ‘ 14%) 169 ..28.7 | M |18 @08 |18 4 s-11...35.01 | 21 | 86
49 2.7 ...18:8 | 48%| 28.8 .. 259 | 20%| a7t ‘ L
50 109 ... 810 |24 | 25-10...18:11 | 25 | 40 | 49
1 ! Loty S B ) 16 5:10 ... 17-11 | 44% 4% | GO
55 817 ...14:8 |15 | 59 ..12:8 & | 189 ..889 |11 84 | a4
o | 17 [ U P ] Ve I B S U SUM IR (R

| e |

e 2211 ... 29-11 | 2 2 | 2
68 | 810..16-11 | 807 #9® I 89"
| Gonras || 115 .. 816 | 1% 109 ..169 | 7[e19 w609 |10 1m.iern| 8| e | =
| 8 | 178 .. u22:8 [ 14 80-10 ... 1811 | 16 15 I 29
1 2a 10 | 288 .. 288 [} 16 611 ... 2111 | 17 w | an
A 10 | 298 49 7 17 14-11 ... 2811 | 10 10 | a7
6 A 14 | 2231 ..28.11 | 3 16 16
N2 23 23 9
1 Can. | 7| 169 .29 |11 | 730..3500 | @ 27 27
2 Can. 6| 269 .. &10 | 10 10 16
8 Con, | 9| w9 ..1510 |17 | 0 20
4 Can ‘ 48 | 48 | 4%

NOTE.—" In line North of the Ancre.

t Chiefly on Defensive Front.

1 Gommecourt Attack.
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Source 6

‘Gommecourt Wood’, a poem by Private G Getley, 1917
(Catalogue ref: WO 95/2686)

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation. As
you study the source, ask yourself:

How do you know this poem was about the attack on the Somme?
According to the poem, what was the mood of this soldier and his mates?
What happened to Bagley and how did it affect the writer?

What was Private Getley’s job?

What is the general attitude in this poem towards the war?

Will you use this source in your presentation?
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Source 6
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