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Why did Britain go to war? > Public opinion

Source 4

Extract from a pamphlet called 'War Against War' published in 1914
(Alexander Dunlop Lindsay, page 1 from 'Oxford Pamphlets 1914 No.16', by permission
of Oxford University Press)

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. There are details in this source that will help you to answer the key
question. As you study the source, ask yourself:

Does this pamphlet suggest war is a good thing?

Who was to blame for the war?

According to the pamphlet, what good things might come from the war?
Does this source suggest people wanted war in 19147

Does it suggest people supported war in 19147?
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WAR AGAINST WAR

Tux war in which we are now engaged has been called
‘awar against war’. It is certain that most people in this
country have not wished this war but have looked on it
as a hateful necessity, and combine with a determination
to see the war through a resolve fo do all that can be
done to prevent such a war recurring. We feel it an
intolerable disgrace to Christendom that this thing
should have happened. We recognize that for the
general condition of Europe which made such a war
possible we may, along with other nations, have been
partly to blame, yet we hold that in the immediate
situation we were guiltless and that it made most for
the eventual peace of Burope that we should fight. In
that sense we are making war against war, and we can
endure all the suffering and horror which war involves
if we can sustain ourselves with the hope that we shall
make a recurrence of such things impossible for our
children, that we shall once for all do away not only
with actual wars like the present, but with the restless
peace which preceded it, with the wasteful rivalry in
armaments, with the uneasy searching after alliances
and the balance of power.
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