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AnricLEs OF AGREEMENT FOR A TREATY BETWREN
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, DATED THE SIXTH
DAY OF DECEMBER, NINETEEN HUNDRED
AND TWENTY-OXNE.

1. Treland shall have the same constitutional status in the
Community of Nations known as the British Empire as the
Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, the
Dominion of New fefﬂand and the Union of South Africa, with
a Parliament having powers to make laws for the peace ‘order
and good government of Ireland and an Executive responsible
to that Parliament, and shall be styled and known as the Irish
Free State.

2. Subject to the provisions hereinafter set out the position
of the Irish Free State in relation to the Imperial Parliament
and Government and otherwise shall be that of the Dominion
of Canada, and the law, practice and constitutional usage
governing the relationship of the Crown or the representative
of the Crown and of the Imperial Parliament to the Dominion
of Canada shall govern their relationship to the Irish Free State.

3. The representative of the Crown in Ireland shall be
appointed in like manner as the Governor-General of Canada,
and in accordance with the practice observed in the making of
guch :tppni nimenis,

The oath to be taken by Members of the Parliament nf
the In-=:h Free State shall be in the following form :—

I . . do solemnly swear true faith and.

q]legmnm to the Constitution of the Irish Free State as

by law established and that I will be faithful to HM."

King George V., his heirs and successors by law in
l'irl.ma of the {:mnman citizenship of Ireland with Great
Britain and her adherence to and membership of the
group of nations forming the British Commonwealth of

Nations.
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Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922
(PRO ref: HO 45/19974)

How to use this source -

1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

. The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to

. The British left because of the
actions of important individuals

. The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance

. The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems

. The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.
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Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922
(PRO ref: HO 45/19974)

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT FOR A TREATY BETWREN
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, DATED THE SIXTH
DAY OF DECEMBER, NINETEEN HUNDRED
AND TWENTY-ONE.

1. Ireland shall have the same constitutional status in the
Community of Nations known as the British Empire as the
Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, the
Dominion of New Zealand, and the Union of South Africa, with
a Parliament having powers to make laws for the peace order
and good government of Ireland and an Executive responsible
to that P'uhament and shall be styled and known as the Irish
Free State.

2. Subject to the provisions hereinafter set out the position
of the Irish Free State in relation to the Imperial Parliament
and Government and otherwise shall be that of the Dominion
of Canada, and the law, practice and constitutional usage
governing the relationship of the Crown or the representative
of the Crown and of the Imperial Parliament to the Dominion
of Canada shall govern their relationship to the Irish Free State.

3. The representative of the Crown in Ireland shall be
appointed in like manner as the Governor-General of Canada,
and in accordance with the practice observed in the making of
such appointments,

4. The oath to be taken by Members of the Parliament of
the Irish Free State shall be in the following form :—

I . do solemnly swear true faith and
'1Heo'1anc-c to the Constitution of the Irish Free State as
by Taw established and that I will be faithful to H.M.
King George V., his heirs and successors by law in
virtue of the common citizenship of Ireland with Great
Britain and her adherence to and membership of the
group of nations forming the British Commonwealth of
Nations.
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Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922
(PRO ref: HO 45/19974)

11. Until the expiration of one month from the passing of -
the Act of Parliament for the ratification of this instrument, the
powers of the Parliament and the Government of the Irish Free
State shall not be exercisable as respects Northern Ireland,
and the provisions of the Government of Ireland Act, 1920, shall,
so far as they relate to Northern Ireland, remain of full force
and effect, and no election shall be held for the return of members
to serve in the Parliament of the Irish Free State for con-
stituencies in Northern [reland, unless a resolution is passed
by both Houses of the Parliament of Northern Ireland in favour
of the holding of such elections before the end of the said month.
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