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The campaign for independence for Ireland was long and complicated. A strong democratic 
campaign for independence competed with a strong violent campaign. There was also a 
large minority of Irish people who wanted to remain part of the British empire. The result 
was that Ireland was divided in 1922. Northern Ireland remained part of the United 
Kingdom, but the Irish Free State became a self-ruling Dominion. As you study the 
sources, look for reasons why British rule ended in Ireland (but not Northern Ireland). The 
sources may provide evidence that one or more of these factors were important:

1. The British left Ireland as soon as the people there wanted them to.
2. The British left because of the actions of important individuals.
3. The British were forced out by peaceful political protests.
4. The British were forced out by armed resistance.
5. The British wanted to leave because the area was causing them problems.

As you study each source, decide whether it supports any of these factors. When you have 
looked at all of the sources and the Background, try to decide on the relative importance 
of these factors. 

Use the Worksheet to record your ideas. 
The Background will give you an introduction to the end of British rule in Ireland.

   

1. Cartoon on Home Rule 
for Ireland, 1906

 2. Police report on the 
situation in Ulster, 1913

 3. Film of Irish troops in 
WW1

 4. Film of Dublin after the 
Easter Rising, 1916

   

5. Letter on treatment of 
Irish prisoners, 1916

 6. Letter on opinions in 
the USA, 1916

 7. Leaflet published by 
Sinn Fein, 1917

 8. Letter on opinions in 
Ireland, 1919

    

9. Film on the war in 
Ireland, 1920

 10. Act that created the 
Irish Free State, 1922
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Cartoon from an Irish newspaper in 1906 commenting on plans to give Ireland Home Rule
(By permission of The British Library, Lepracaun, October 1906)

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

4 Does this source suggest that 
Redmond was an effective leader of the 
movement for Home Rule?

5 What does the source suggest about 
the actions of the British? 
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Extracts from police reports on the situation in Ulster in 1913
(PRO ref: CO 904/27/3)

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

4 Does this source suggest that 
Redmond was an effective leader of the 
movement for Home Rule?

5 What does the source suggest about 
the actions of the British? 
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Extracts from a British film showing Irish troops in the First World War, 1915-17
(By permission of the Imperial War Museum, London: 'With the North and South Irish At The Front')

file size: 1.2MB file size: 3.1MB file size: 7.8MB  

    
Running time: 4mins 14secs  help?  get plugin

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint. 
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Letter from Irish parliamentary Party Leader John Redmond commenting on the treatment of Irish prisoners in 1916
(PRO ref: CAB 37/160/31)

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint. 
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Letter from Irish parliamentary Party Leader John Redmond commenting on the treatment of Irish prisoners in 1916
(PRO ref: CAB 37/160/31)

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint. 
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Letter sent to the Foreign Office in 1916, commenting on the effect of British policies in Ireland on opinions in the 
USA
(PRO ref: CAB 37/150/8)

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint. 
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Source 6 
Letter sent to the Foreign Office in 1916, commenting on the effect of British policies in 
Ireland on opinions in the USA 
(PRO ref: CAB 37/150/8) 
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Leaflet published by the Irish Republican movement, Sinn Fein, in 1917 
(PRO ref: CO 904/161)

7a  7b         

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

4 What does this source suggest about 
the organisation of Sinn Fein? 
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Source 7a 
Leaflet published by the Irish Republican movement, Sinn Fein, in 1917  
(PRO ref: CO 904/161) 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Source 7b 
Leaflet published by the Irish Republican movement, Sinn Fein, in 1917 
(PRO ref: CO 904/161) 
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Letter from a land agent in Tralee to the British government in Dublin on opinions in Ireland towards the British, 
1919
(PRO ref: PREM 1/231)

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

4 What does this source suggest about 
the organisation of Sinn Fein? 
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Film from 1920 showing scenes from the war between British forces and Irish Republicans 
(British Pathe: 220.29)

file size: 392KB file size: 1.0MB file size: 2.5MB  

    
Running time: 1mins 22secs  help?  get plugin

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to.

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals.

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests.

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance.

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems.

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint. 
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Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922
(PRO ref: HO 45/19974)

10a  10b         

1 Study this source carefully. Ask 
yourself whether the source supports or 
contradicts the view that:

●     The British left as soon as the 
people wanted them to

●     The British left because of the 
actions of important individuals

●     The British were forced out by 
peaceful political protests

●     The British were forced out by 
armed resistance

●     The British wanted to leave 
because the area was causing 
them problems

●     The British left because they felt 
the country was ready to rule 
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British 
empire, explain whether you would be 
able to use this source to support your 
viewpoint. 
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Source 10a 
Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922 
(PRO ref: HO 45/19974) 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Source 10b 
Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922 
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