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CASE STUDY 4: THE END OF BRITISH RULE
IN IRELAND

The campaign for independence for Ireland was long and complicated. A strong democratic
campaign for independence competed with a strong violent campaign. There was also a
large minority of Irish people who wanted to remain part of the British empire. The result
was that Ireland was divided in 1922. Northern Ireland remained part of the United
Kingdom, but the Irish Free State became a self-ruling Dominion. As you study the
sources, look for reasons why British rule ended in Ireland (but not Northern Ireland). The
sources may provide evidence that one or more of these factors were important:

. The British left Ireland as soon as the people there wanted them to.

. The British left because of the actions of important individuals.

. The British were forced out by peaceful political protests.

. The British were forced out by armed resistance.

. The British wanted to leave because the area was causing them problems.
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As you study each source, decide whether it supports any of these factors. When you have
looked at all of the sources and the Background, try to decide on the relative importance
of these factors.

Background | Worksheet

Use the Worksheet to record your ideas.
The Background will give you an introduction to the end of British rule in Ireland.
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Cartoon from an Irish newspaper in 1906 commenting on plans to give Ireland Home Rule

(By permission of The British Library, Lepracaun, October 1906)
How to use this source -

-f=‘— = = T
‘ = - e Lt / 1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

. The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to

. The British left because of the
actions of important individuals

. The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance

. The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems

. The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be

able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

4 Does this source suggest that
Redmond was an effective leader of the
movement for Home Rule?

|| IMPERIAL MEASUR.E.

JOHN BEDMOND 1— % Thet s mot n Tall-n e 5 What does the source suggest about
IR o T R i Falte nema A e NS the actions of the British?

BARMAN BRYCE:— " I's lmperial Measure, sir,  IU's a bit fresh, and we're
not long opened in this hoase.""
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Extracts from police reports on the situation in Ulster in 1913
(PRO ref: CO 904/27/3)

- There is £ strong impression emounting to & certainty How to use this source -

hera that the Military will not aet against the Unlonists here 1 Study this source carefully. Ask

that trey will have the full suppost of the Ern-'ils!: Uonicalsts yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

end that many Officera of the Army and Navy will regign their

. The British left as soon as the
fomniseione to gesiet them in resisting Home Rule by forgas. people wanted them to
The British left because of the
actions of important individuals
Protegtante and 100,000 Gathelics -~ the lattes mainly depsnd- . The British were forced out by

peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
population =11 sre bitterly oppoged to Home Rula which thay armed resistance

. The British wanted to leave

To sum up the sltuation you kheve ln Belfest some 300,000 °

ing on the former for a livelihood - of the Protoptant

regard as Rome Pula. All the men of means and influence, because the area was causing
with few excepilons, ere prepared to sacrifice soney and them problems

. The British left because they felt
thelr ruginsse belleving that it would not be possible far the country was ready to rule
them to Iive under an Irleh Goverrmesnt. There are some itself democratically
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#0:000 oF CLled jmen. tarihagioy: o (M9 d2ubl thorsrarorat Jeart 2 If you were an admirer of the British

3,000 riflee and aamnition, (see footnote), while almost empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
gvary man and hey hag & plstol or revolver of some Kind. viewpoint.
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ranic and fila. Should the Home Bule Bill pess, &ven il thay viewpoint.
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L L Lo 4 Does this source suggest that

thelr followers or protect the Catholic population dn the Redmond was an effective leader of the

movement for Home Rule?
pursuit of thelr businecss.

5 What does the source suggest about

g m Ll nti rotestant i L
My own oplnion is that almost the enmtire Protestan the actions of the British?

population of Belfast are determined in their oppoeitlon to

Background | Worksheet

Home HRule, Many of them are prepered to resist it by force
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Extracts from a British film showing Irish troops in the First World War, 1915-17
(By permission of the Imperial War Museum, London: "With the North and South Irish At The Front')

- l l How to use this source

file size: 1.2MB file size: 3.1MB file size: 7.8MB 1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

. The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to

. The British left because of the
actions of important individuals

. The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance

. The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems

. The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your

viewpoint.
Running time: 4mins 14secs help?  I® get plugin
3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.
Background | Worksheet
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Letter from Irish parliamentary Party Leader John Redmond commenting on the treatment of Irish prisoners in 1916

(PRO ref: CAB 37/160/31)
How to use this source -

- CONFIDENTIAL

I CIRCULATE to my colleagues a letter which I have received
from Mr. Redmond.

Deeember 1, 1916,

H. H. A.

{Private.)

My dear Mr, Asquith, Norember 30, 1916.

The question of the prompt release of the Irish untried .

prisoners is, in our deliberate judgment, not only essential to the
maintenance of the grmnt. gatisfactory reaction in Inish feeling, but
of the most vital and far-reaching importance to the general interests
of the Empire and the successful conduct of the war.

The condition of Ireland, though still far from satisfactory, has
vastly improved within the last two months, and that improvement
hos been due, amongst other causes, to the release of over a thousand
of the interned prisoners and the confident expectation, which has
been spread by us, that the Government contemplated a policy of
conciliation, involving the removal of martial law and military rule,
the release of the remainder of the interned prisoners, and some
mitigation of the treatment of the convicted prisoners. Recent
events and widely spread statements in the press have confirmed
that impression, and if, in this matter of the interned prisonsrs, the
popular expectations are disappointed the result will be a fresh
outbreak of bitterness and exasperation, which may undo all the
zood effected during the last two months.

The effect of a refusal to release these men will be most
damaging to the position and influence of the National Party in
Ireland, and will be pointed to by all those in Ireland who are
hostile to constitutional and parliamentary action as a fresh proof
that the British Government attach no weight to the wishes of the
Irish people expressed through their parliamentary representatives.

An aumnesty movement 1s already on foot, and, in the event of
a refusal to release the prisoners, it will inevitably rapidly assume
immense proportions. We shall feel it necessary to support this
movement with all our influence. It will also be supported
actively by the Catholic Church in Ireland. Great meetings and
processions will be organised, and the difficulties of the Govern-
ment in Ireland will be immensely increased.

After months of furious and angry agitation the prisoners will,
of course, be released, when infinite mimﬁief has been done and the
release can have no healing effect on the Irish sitnation, but would
he hailed by Sinn Feiners and extremists as one more proof that

violent agitation is the only argument to which the British Govern-
ment will listen.

T— al - = . w - LTI

1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to
The British left because of the
actions of important individuals
The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance
The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems
The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be

able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

Background | Worksheet
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Letter from Irish parliamentary Party Leader John Redmond commenting on the treatment of Irish prisoners in 1916

(PRO ref: CAB 37/160/31)
How to use this source -

- CONFIDENTIAL

I CIRCULATE to my colleagues a letter which I have received
from Mr. Redmond.

Deeember 1, 1916,

H. H. A.

{Private.)

My dear Mr, Asquith, Norember 30, 1916.

The question of the prompt release of the Irish untried .

prisoners is, in our deliberate judgment, not only essential to the
maintenance of the grmnt. gatisfactory reaction in Inish feeling, but
of the most vital and far-reaching importance to the general interests
of the Empire and the successful conduct of the war.

The condition of Ireland, though still far from satisfactory, has
vastly improved within the last two months, and that improvement
hos been due, amongst other causes, to the release of over a thousand
of the interned prisoners and the confident expectation, which has
been spread by us, that the Government contemplated a policy of
conciliation, involving the removal of martial law and military rule,
the release of the remainder of the interned prisoners, and some
mitigation of the treatment of the convicted prisoners. Recent
events and widely spread statements in the press have confirmed
that impression, and if, in this matter of the interned prisonsrs, the
popular expectations are disappointed the result will be a fresh
outbreak of bitterness and exasperation, which may undo all the
zood effected during the last two months.

The effect of a refusal to release these men will be most
damaging to the position and influence of the National Party in
Ireland, and will be pointed to by all those in Ireland who are
hostile to constitutional and parliamentary action as a fresh proof
that the British Government attach no weight to the wishes of the
Irish people expressed through their parliamentary representatives.

An aumnesty movement 1s already on foot, and, in the event of
a refusal to release the prisoners, it will inevitably rapidly assume
immense proportions. We shall feel it necessary to support this
movement with all our influence. It will also be supported
actively by the Catholic Church in Ireland. Great meetings and
processions will be organised, and the difficulties of the Govern-
ment in Ireland will be immensely increased.

After months of furious and angry agitation the prisoners will,
of course, be released, when infinite mimﬁief has been done and the
release can have no healing effect on the Irish sitnation, but would
he hailed by Sinn Feiners and extremists as one more proof that

violent agitation is the only argument to which the British Govern-
ment will listen.

T— al - = . w - LTI

1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to
The British left because of the
actions of important individuals
The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance
The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems
The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be

able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.
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Letter sent to the Foreign Office in 1916, commenting on the effect of British policies in Ireland on opinions in the

USA
(PRO ref: CAB 37/150/8)

Received at the Foreign Office from an Irish gentleman ot New York,

. LAM rlai!;r hoping for a tiny piece of statesmanship in regard to the handling of
Irish affairs. The Irish vote here may not only be considered as lost to us, but every
Irighman is now a centre of anti-English pro nda. When the rebellion first started
I tried to rally the Irichmen round the Up?ﬂlf1 standard by sending a telegram to
Redmond, whieh put us on record as claiming the Botha elemeney for the rebels, and I
started an Irish reliefl fund.  The AT A, and the "Sun "' refused to publish our telogram
or to announce our relief fund : two days later the executions started, and the Sinn Fein,
Clan na Gael crowd, using the Friends of Irish Freedom organisation, swept avery
active and passive Irishman into their net-

Mestings are daily beld everywhere, 30,000 are said to have been present at
|'|li]:Llli.L]][:'ltia1; 20,000 were present at a meeting I attended in Madison Square (and
practically all were Irish, and bitterly incensed Irish); meetings of from 500-10,000
are recorded 10 every newspaper.

17,000 dollars was collected at Philadelphia; 30,000 dellars at Madison Square
Gardens ; 1 have heen told of one donation of 10,000 and of another of 8,000 :
the Committes assert the funds are nearing 250,000 ; no lists, however, are published,
and 1 think the total is exaggerated. But most of the money collected is being spent
on-anti-Enclish provasands.

[ hear from Comads that Insh recruiting iz o farce now and the pathetic
skeleton of the Irigh Nangers is eliciting ridicule.  The Irish and French now
more than ever make common canse.  Irsh will now 1||:|-;rnriugly support the French
language agitation.  Also Unrtis’s Honnd Table talks will fall on bad ground.  The
Canadiins seem more willing to interfere in English affairs and to aecept an arrnge-
ment which will give them the Faglish moarket ; but they are noting the ineficicncy
we have shown in war, and are the less inclined to permit English control 1o inerease
i Uhnzadian affairs.

I bad a letter from a prominent Irishman in Australia deseribing a conditien of
things there which you may readily infer.

Indeed, I think there is not only an anti-English movement of much mennce here,
but also an anti-Imperial movement in the Colonies.

How to use this source -

1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

. The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to

. The British left because of the
actions of important individuals

. The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance

. The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems

. The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be

able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.
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Source 6

Letter sent to the Foreign Office in 1916, commenting on the effect of British policies in
Ireland on opinions in the USA
(PRO ref: CAB 37/150/8)

Recewed at the Foreign Office from an Irish gentleman at New York.

I AM daily hoping for a tiny piece of statesmanship in regard to the handling of
Irish affairs. The Irish vote here may not only be considered as lost to us, but every
Irishman is now a centre of anti-English propaganda. When the rebellion first started
I tried to rally the Irishmen round the U.LL. standard by sending a telegram to
Redmond, which put us on record as claiming the Botha clemency for the rebels, and I
started an Irish relief fund. The A.P.A. and the “Sun ” refused to publish our telegram
or to announce our relief fund : two days later the executions started, and the Sinn Fein,
Clan na Gael crowd, using the Friends of Irish Freedom organisation, swept every
active and passive Irishman into their net.

Meetings are daily held everywhere. 30,000 are said to have been present at
Philadelphia ; 20,000 were present at a meeting 1 attended in Madison Square (and
practically all were Irish, and bitterly incensed Irish); meetings of from 500-10,000
are recorded in every newspaper.

17,000 dollars was collected at Philadelphia; 30,000 dollars at Madison Square
(Garden:c; I have been told of one donation of 10,000 and of another of 8,000;
the Committee assert the funds are nearing 250,000 ; no lists, however, are published,
and I think the total is exaggerated. But most of the money collected is being spent
on anti-English propacanda.

I hear from Canada that Irish recruiting is a farce now and the pathetic
skeleton of the Irish Ilangers is eliciting ridicule. The Irish and French now
more than ever make common cause. Irish will now unsparingly support the French
language agitation. Also Curtis's Round Table talks will fall on bad ground. The
Canadians seem more willing to interfere in English affairs and to accept an arrange-
ment which will give them the Inglish market; but they are noting the inefficiency
we have shown in war, and are the less inclined to permit English control to increase
in Canadian affairs.

I had a letter from a prominent Irishman in Australia describing a condition of
things there which you may readily infer.

Indeed, I think there is not only an anti-English movement of much menace here,
but also an anti-Imperial movement in the Colonies.
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LEAFLET No. 3. :

Work for a Sinn Fein Branch.

When one or two men or more want to start a branch, lei
them find out, either locally, or from the Secretary, Sinn Fein,
6 Harcomt Street, Dublin, where the nearest branches are.
It is advisable tp have a hranch in each electoral distriet, but
if there is already one in auy snch district, eonsult the Execu-
Aive shounld it be desired to siart more than one in the same
centre.  ‘Where no branch already exists, get 10 or morve adults
to sturt u branch, affihiate with the Executive, and get to work.
Any place of meeting will do—indoors or out: let the working
expenses be light, so that all funds you may get will he
-availabie to the utmest for eleciions and propaganda work.

£ * -

The first thing to be done by Sinn Fein now is to win
avery possible tepresentative position—Parliamentary, County
Councl, Corporution, Urban and District Cowneil, and Poo:
Law Board. "85

® ] " %

We cannot spea’ with inll effect in the name and on behalf
of Treland till’ we win the preponderaiing majority of these
positions, especially the Parliamentary.

Vhe ehiaf activity of each branch, apart from electoral
organisation, should be extending Sinn Fein propaganda
Lieaflets and pamphlets dealing with all phases of the move-
ment can be had at low cost from the Secretary.
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Leaflet published by the Irish Republican movement, Sinn Fein, in 1917
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How to use this source -

1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to
The British left because of the
actions of important individuals
The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance
The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems

. The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be

able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

4 What does this source suggest about
the organisation of Sinn Fein?
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Source 7a

Leaflet published by the Irish Republican movement, Sinn Fein, in 1917
(PRO ref: CO 904/161)

LEAFLET No. 8.

Work for a Sinn Fein Branch.

When oue or two men or more want to start a branch, lei
them find out, either locally, or from the Secretary, Sinn Fein,
6 Harcowmt Street, Dublin, where the nearest branches are.
If is advasable to have a hranch in each electoral district, but
if there is already one in auy such distiict, consult the Execu-

.+ Aive should it be desired to start more than one in the same
cecentre.  Where no branch already exists, get 10 or move aduits
“to start u branch, affiliate with the Executive, and get to work.
Any place of meeting will do—indoors or out: let the working
expenses he light, so that ali funds you may get will he
~avatlable to the utmost for elections and propaganda work.

L ] * -

The first thing to be done by Sinn Fein now is te win

avery possible tepresentative position—Parliamentary, County

- Councdl, Corporation, Urban and District Council, and Poo

Law' Board. A A y

We cannot speak with full effect in the name and on behalf

“of Treland till we win the preponderating majority of these
posttions, especially the Parliamentary.

‘I'he chief activity of each branch, apart from electoral
organisation, should be extending Sinn Fein propaganda
Leaflets and pamphlets dealing with all phases of the move-
ment can be had at low cost from the Secretary.



Source 7b

Leaflet published by the Irish Republican movement, Sinn Fein, in 1917
(PRO ref: CO904/161)

"' " The oue thing above all othérs that branches should prepa-
gate is the firm resolve of Ireland to achieve Independence,
and to become once more a Sovereign Nalion.

W & ¥

To this end. the difference hetween Smn Fein and Par-
Hamentarianism should be reasoned out with omr fellow-
countrymen, and an intense Nationalism be advocated rather
than any condemnation of the failures of Parliamentariamsni, =

which is to be chiefly condemned for being false dootrine, apd "

therefore not io ‘be countenanced by Sinn Fein, any more )
than Unionism. RO
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Letter from a land agent in Tralee to the British government in Dublin on opinions in Ireland towards the British,
1919
(PRO ref: PREM 1/231)

- #_‘.ﬁaﬂn?i ,,l;bq e How to use this source -

3 ®1q Estate Office. _
* 2 Tralee 1 Study this source carefully. Ask
“ Husaann, £81 3 ' yourself whether the source supports or
e g avth March 1918, contradicts the view that:

. The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to

. The British left because of the
I beg respectfully to bring to your notloe, the fact, that on actions of important individuals

Baturday last, 5t Patriek's day, an army of young men, all or nearly . The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by

numbering 320, marched through the Streets of Trales, headed by twe armed resistance

. The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing

of 1918. T prosume you are Aware that an extreme Anti-Eritish them problems

. The British left because they felt

the country was ready to rule
in great measure to the bellef amonget them, that the Jovermment are itself democratically

all of Military age, most of tham wearing Einn Fein badges, and

bands, &nd &t one or two polnts, cheerlng loudly for "Easter Week"

opirit ls growing rapidly amongst the lowsr and working classas, dQue

afraid to deal with them, and due to the manner in which the Rebels

2 If you were an admirer of the British

wore and are cupported knd represented in Parliaszent. As o humble Y .
empire, explain whether you would be

member of the commmilty, I beg to say that the Law-abiding and Loyal able to use this source to support your

subjeats, sre living in dailly fear of an outbreak ol some kind, and viewpoint.

many are surprised that in a time of War, when the Fmplre le threat- 3 If you were a critic of the British

ened, an Ay of men should be mllowed to march "four deep” through empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your

the publig Etpreets, and deponstrate thelr feelings by badges and viewpoint.

ghears as thoy have dopne, and gathering in recrulits for the Slmn Feln .

4 What does this source suggest about
or Gaelle languo forges, both of which are thoroughly Antl-Brltlah; the organisation of Sinn Fein?
and allow me o say without lear of contradiotion from those who

kmow the Country Distrists, that the hatred of everything Englihh, Background | Worksheet

which was nourished under the late Heglme ln Ireland, ias becoming
oore general and more pronounced every day; and I think the humblest
menber of the Community, as o loyael sublect of His Lajesty, has &
right to expeat the Govermnment o deal with that whiech lo & dally
mensos to the pence and well-being of Hig Uajesty's subjeots.

I am,

8ir. -
Your Obedlent Sawvant.

(S57) WS queds

The Right Hom, The Chiel Searetary. = he

The Caatle. Dubliln,
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Film from 1920 showing scenes from the war between British forces and Irish Republicans
(British Pathe: 220.29)

Broadband How to use this source

file size: 392KB file size: 1.0MB file size: 2.5MB 1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

. The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to.

. The British left because of the
actions of important individuals.

. The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests.

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance.

. The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems.

. The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your

: viewpoint.
Running time: 1mins 22secs help?  I® get plugin
3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.
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AnricLEs OF AGREEMENT FOR A TREATY BETWREN
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, DATED THE SIXTH
DAY OF DECEMBER, NINETEEN HUNDRED
AND TWENTY-OXNE.

1. Treland shall have the same constitutional status in the
Community of Nations known as the British Empire as the
Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, the
Dominion of New fefﬂand and the Union of South Africa, with
a Parliament having powers to make laws for the peace ‘order
and good government of Ireland and an Executive responsible
to that Parliament, and shall be styled and known as the Irish
Free State.

2. Subject to the provisions hereinafter set out the position
of the Irish Free State in relation to the Imperial Parliament
and Government and otherwise shall be that of the Dominion
of Canada, and the law, practice and constitutional usage
governing the relationship of the Crown or the representative
of the Crown and of the Imperial Parliament to the Dominion
of Canada shall govern their relationship to the Irish Free State.

3. The representative of the Crown in Ireland shall be
appointed in like manner as the Governor-General of Canada,
and in accordance with the practice observed in the making of
guch :tppni nimenis,

The oath to be taken by Members of the Parliament nf
the In-=:h Free State shall be in the following form :—

I . . do solemnly swear true faith and.

q]legmnm to the Constitution of the Irish Free State as

by law established and that I will be faithful to HM."

King George V., his heirs and successors by law in
l'irl.ma of the {:mnman citizenship of Ireland with Great
Britain and her adherence to and membership of the
group of nations forming the British Commonwealth of

Nations.

Search this exhibition :I @ @I Print
= Transcript | Useful notes

Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922
(PRO ref: HO 45/19974)

How to use this source -

1 Study this source carefully. Ask
yourself whether the source supports or
contradicts the view that:

. The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to

. The British left because of the
actions of important individuals

. The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

. The British were forced out by
armed resistance

. The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems

. The British left because they felt
the country was ready to rule
itself democratically

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.

3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
viewpoint.
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Source 10a

Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922
(PRO ref: HO 45/19974)

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT FOR A TREATY BETWREN
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, DATED THE SIXTH
DAY OF DECEMBER, NINETEEN HUNDRED
AND TWENTY-ONE.

1. Ireland shall have the same constitutional status in the
Community of Nations known as the British Empire as the
Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, the
Dominion of New Zealand, and the Union of South Africa, with
a Parliament having powers to make laws for the peace order
and good government of Ireland and an Executive responsible
to that P'uhament and shall be styled and known as the Irish
Free State.

2. Subject to the provisions hereinafter set out the position
of the Irish Free State in relation to the Imperial Parliament
and Government and otherwise shall be that of the Dominion
of Canada, and the law, practice and constitutional usage
governing the relationship of the Crown or the representative
of the Crown and of the Imperial Parliament to the Dominion
of Canada shall govern their relationship to the Irish Free State.

3. The representative of the Crown in Ireland shall be
appointed in like manner as the Governor-General of Canada,
and in accordance with the practice observed in the making of
such appointments,

4. The oath to be taken by Members of the Parliament of
the Irish Free State shall be in the following form :—

I . do solemnly swear true faith and
'1Heo'1anc-c to the Constitution of the Irish Free State as
by Taw established and that I will be faithful to H.M.
King George V., his heirs and successors by law in
virtue of the common citizenship of Ireland with Great
Britain and her adherence to and membership of the
group of nations forming the British Commonwealth of
Nations.
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Source 10b

Extracts from the Act that made the Irish Free State a Dominion in 1922
(PRO ref: HO 45/19974)

11. Until the expiration of one month from the passing of -
the Act of Parliament for the ratification of this instrument, the
powers of the Parliament and the Government of the Irish Free
State shall not be exercisable as respects Northern Ireland,
and the provisions of the Government of Ireland Act, 1920, shall,
so far as they relate to Northern Ireland, remain of full force
and effect, and no election shall be held for the return of members
to serve in the Parliament of the Irish Free State for con-
stituencies in Northern [reland, unless a resolution is passed
by both Houses of the Parliament of Northern Ireland in favour
of the holding of such elections before the end of the said month.
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