
The National Archives Learning Curve | British Empire | End of the British Empire | the Dominions

Home > Gallery > Case Study  

In this gallery you are studying the factors that brought about the end of the British 
empire. The sources in this case study look at Dominions (Australia, Canada, South Africa, 
New Zealand) and how they gained independence from Britain. As you study the sources, 
look for reasons why British rule ended. The sources may provide evidence that one or 
more of these factors were important: 

1. The British left the Dominions as soon as the people there wanted them to. 
2. The British left because of the actions of important individuals. 
3. The British were forced out by peaceful political protests. 
4. The British were forced out by armed resistance. 
5. The British wanted to leave because the area was causing them problems. 

As you study each source, decide whether it supports any of these factors. When you have 
looked at all of the sources and the Background, try to decide on the relative importance 
of these factors. 

Use the Worksheet to record your ideas. 
The Background will give you an introduction to the end of British rule in the Dominions.

   

1. British North America 
Act, 1867

 2. Canadian report on the 
Statute of Westminster

 3. Letter on the Statute of 
Westminster, 1931

 4. South Africa and the 
Statute of Westminster

      

5. News on New Zealand 
becoming a Dominion, 
1944
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