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Correspondence in 1902 on the recruitment of Africans to work in mines
(PRO ref: DO 119/718)
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How to use this source
- From the Acting General Haneger, De Beaers Consolidated _

Iineg, Idmsited,

To the Resident Commissioner, Study this source carefully. Different

parts of the source will contain clues

about why the British became empire
builders in Africa. As you study the

Kimberley, 2nd January, Ifo2, source, ask yourself:

FENERAL MANAGER®S OFFICE,

. What does the De Beers official
want to do?

. What is the attitude of De Beers
to Mr Muhlenbeck?

. What is the attitude of the British

Dear S3ir, official to Mr Muhlenbeck?
. o . . Does this source suggest he is
e F. A, Muhlenbeck writes us that he has had concerned for the welfare of the
an interview with you in reference te his heing Frented Africans? )
) . What clues does this source
& licence to collect native laboursrs in the Frotoctorate provide about why the British

' i i ica?
for work in our mines, became involved in AfricaZ

I beg to say that we shall be pleaged if you

issue such & licence Top one year to him, We are prepared Background | Worksheet

to etand security for his vood Hehevious to the extont of

one hundred pounds == provided For by Yaw,

I m&y say that Mr, Muhlenbeck Has been collacting
boye at Mafeling for us Tfor about one yeer, and haz always
given us satisfaction in Hig doalines with the natives,
as well as with us,

In the event of his being eranted a licance, wa
shell be pleased 1ir every Yacility is given to him to
travel in the Protectorats +o collect natives,

Yours Taithfully,
Alpheus T, Willisms,

Acting Goneral Janager,
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Extract from a complaint in 1899 by white South African settlers against British
businessman Cecil Rhodes

(PRO ref: DO 119/552)

From the Acting General Manager, De Beers Consolidated
Mines, Limited,
To the Resident Commissioner,

GENERAL MANAGER’S OFFICE,

Kimberley, 2nd Januvary, I902,

Dear Sir,

Mr, P, A, Muhlenbeck writes us that he has had
an interview with you in reference to His being granted
a licence to collect native labourers in the Protectorate
for work in our mines,

I ber to say that we shall he pleased if you
issue such a licence for one year to him, We are prepared
to stand security for his good behaviour to the extent of
bne hundred pounds as provided for by Iaw,

I may say that Mr, Muhlenbeclk has been collecting
boys at Mafekine for us for about one year, and has always
gilven us satisfaction in his dealings with the natives,
as well as with us,

In the event of his being granted a Iicence, we
shall be pleased if every facility is given to him to
travel in the Protectorate to collect natives,

Yours faithfully,
Alpheus T, Williams,

Acting General Manager,
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Correspondence in 1902 on the recruitment of Africans to work in mines
(PRO ref: DO 119/718)

/
Resideyt Convmissioner’s Offtce,

@\?}3‘

Mafeking, 6th January, I902. A8 ..

Sir,

I have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter
which I have received from the Acting General lManager of
the De Beers Consolidated Mines, asking me to issue &
licence to ., F. A, Muhlenbeck to collect native labour-
ers in the Protectorate for work in the De Beers liines,

I am not as yet satisfied that Ir, Muhlenbeck is
a proper person to hold such a licence, but this is a
matter with which I will not trouble you.

Yhat, however, I shall be glad to know is whether
the issue of this or & similar licence in respect to De
Beers will in any way conflict with His Hzxcellency’s plans
with regard to the obtaining of native labour for the
Witwatersrand Gold Fields,

I have the honour to bhe,
Sir,.

Your obedient Servant,

C e _— o
\%—q_@v‘;’.‘m‘\ S x_m,_.‘_jv. —~=

Regident Commissgioner,
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