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A shadow has fallcen upon the scencs so latoly
lighted by the Allicd victory. Nobody knows wiat Soviet
Russia ond its Communist intcernotional organization intends to
do in the iumedinte futurc, or what grc the limits if any to
thoir cxpunsive 2nd prosclytizing tendenclces, 1 have a strong
admirotion cnd regerd for the valiant Russian pcople and for
my woartime comrade, Marshal Stalin, There is sympathy and
goodwill in Britain .- and I doubt not here clso - towards the
pecoples of 211 the Russics and a resolve to perscvere through
manv diffcrcreces and robuffs in cstablishing lasting friond-
ships. Wle understand the Russicn nced to be sceure on her
Vicstern fronticrs from sll rcnewal of Germen sggression. s
woleaune her to her rightful place among the lecdinz nations. of
the world. Above all vwe welgome comstont, fregquent -nd
growing contacts botween the Ryssian pcople and our own pcople
on both sides of the Atlaontics It is my duty, howcver, to placc
beforc you certein facts about the present position in Europe.
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i Brltic to Tricstc in the Adrio-
tie, nn iron curtcin has descendced :cross the contincnt.
Behind th-t line lic all the cupitals of the cncicnt states of
Central ond Eustoern Europc. /crsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna,
Budapcst, Belgradc, Bucharcst «nd Sofia, all thesc famous
citics and the popul tions cround thcm lic in the Sovict sphere
cnd 11 rre sub jcect in onc form or anothcr, not only to Sovict
influcnec but to & very high and incrcasing mcasurc of control
from Lioscow. Athcns clonc, with its immortal glorics, is freco

hc
n

From Stettin in

control., Policc govirnments arc prevailing in necarly every

gase, end 8o for, cxecpt in Czechoslovakia, thorc is no true

dCmocracy. Turkcy ¢nd Pcrsic crg¢ both profoundly clormed
and distmrbed ot the claims which are made upon them cnd

ot the prcssurc being excrted by the iloscow Governmcnt. An
cttempt is being mode by the Russi ns in Berlin to build up

o quasi-Cormunist p rty in their zone of Occupied Goermeny

by showing spceicl TivCrg To groups of lcft-wing Gorman
eaders. At the ¢nd of the Tfighting lost June, the American
and British Armies withdrow '/estworéds, in cccordance with an
earlier agrcement, to o depth nt some points of 150 milecs

on @ front of ncorly 400 miles to allow the Russicns to
ocecupy this vast exptinsc of territory which the Yestern

Dgmoeraecics hod conqucored, If now the Sovict Govornnent
trics, by scparute action, to build up a pro-Communist Gor-
many in their crcus. this will cousc new scrious difficulties
in the Bpitish cnd Americon zonés, end will give the defected
Gerricns the powcr of putting themsclves up to cuction bctween
the Sovicts cnd tThe Vicstorn Domocracics. Whatcver con=
clusions may be drown from thesc faets - cnd facts they

arc - this is certainly not the Liberitcd BEuyrope we fought

to build up. HNor is it onc Which contains the sssentiacls

of permuncnt pcocc.
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411 my public life I have worked for 2 strong France and I never lost faith in
her destiny , cven in the darkest hcurs, I will nct losc faith now., However,

in a great number of countrics, far from the Russian frontiers and throughcut

the " orld, Communist fifth columns arc established and work in complete unity and
absclute cbedience tec the directicns they receive from the Communist centre,
Except in the British Commenwcalth and in the United Statcs, where Cemmunisn

is in its infancy, the Communist partics cor fifth cclumns censtitute a grewing
challenge and peril tc Christian eivilizaticn, Thcese are scmbre facts for anyone
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beccme, From what 1 have scén of cur Russian friends end 211ius during
Lac Wrhry 1 om ecovingod that there is ncthing thoy néslra - mich 85 gtrength,
~nc thore ds nothing fer which thoy have less respoct than for military wesknoss,
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praneiplea of the United Naticns Cherter, thoir influenee for furthering those
prineiples will be immonsc end ne cnc 45 likely t¢ mclest them, IF hewever thoy

h=ﬁ=iu_ii¥iJ:F Ir F'lL:T in thedr duty, and If thoso all-importont yeers arc
allesed to slip awey, then indcdd gatastropho =y avercholm us ALL,

1 Last time I sen it 0ll ocming cnd erded alcud tc my evwn fellow=countrymir
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Goermany might have boop savod frem the awful fate vhich has ev.orteken hor and we
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might nll have boen spared the migorics Hitlor lot lccse upen pankind, There never
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whirlpecl, ¢ surcly mist nct lot thnt heppen sgain
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YEEKLY POLITICAL SUMIARY.

1. The troubled debate about the Soviet Union's
intentions and United States foreign policy continues,
The Soviet's disregard of Allied agreements about Persia
and alarming first=hand accounts from American journelists
of conditions in llanchuris have heightened the feeling

of econeern., lir, Churchill's dramatieslly blunt review

3

of the world situation in his speech at Fulton, lissouri,
has made a very profound impact on the country and is

being widely and heatedly discussed, In this aimosphere

Extract from a Foreign Office report on the effects of Churchill's Iron Curtain speech in the USA
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3. Reactions to this situation vary.

Conservatives in the War and Havy Departments

and hint that it may be better now than later,

to hammer out a new basis of co-operation.

Tough-minded

talk about

the inevitability of a showdown with the Soviet Union

Tnernationalists cluteh at United Nationg Organisation
with a new devotion born of desperation, while others
turn, half fearfully and half hopefully, to another

conference of the three Great Powers as a final atteupt

Extract from a Foreign Office report on the effects of Churchill's Iron Curtain speech in the USA
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lire Churehill's Speech.

44 It is generally assumed that both Fresident
Truman and His Majesty's Government were privy to
lir, Churchill's speech in liissouri, and that fact, in
addition to lUr., Churehill's own exceptional appeal 1o
Americans, has resulted in the keenest attention being
paid to the speech throughout the country. Although
the bulk of the press and of Congress are clearly unwilling
to endorse it as an adequate solution to present troubles,
it has given the sharpest jolt to American thinking of

any utterance since the end of the war.

Extract from a Foreign Office report on the effects of Churchill's Iron Curtain speech in the USA
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7. But Americans really listen to Mr. Churchill’

énd there is little doubt that the speech will set the E
pattern of discussion on world affairs for some time E
to cone, Yhile it is now plain that proposals tending %
towards an inglo~American alliance can hardly expect ?
pproval if they come from British spokesmen, it seems §
§

possible that similar opinions if expressed by AmeTicans?
might find a more positive reception, espeecially if i
Soviet expansionist tendencies continue.  And if Lr, 1
- Churehill's views are not at this stage acceptable’ to the
generality of press and Congressicnal epinion, President

| Pruman and Admiral Leahy were deseribed as very warm in

' their compliments to lir. Churchill afier he had spoken,

Extract from a Foreign Office report on the effects of Churchill's Iron Curtain speech in the USA
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The counter-blast

directed only

once His

againet lir. Churchill personally. For
Hajesty's Governnment and official Britich
foreign policy are spared although I doubt whether the

Soviet public drawe the distinction and is much comforted
by this.
2. Pravda, only paper appearing today, carried on the

back page

speech which is on

two and a half column

the

has come, but it is ostencibly

summery of lr. Churchill's

whole fair and full. His references

Extracts from a Foreign Office report on the reaction to Churchill's speech in the USSR




e.‘n "‘ -gggggniﬂ and the Iron Curtain

Source 3 page 2
4, lost significant omission however was lir. Churchill's

-
¥
I

reference to his unavailing warnings before the war. This
is replaced by coument that he made "monstrous comparisons".
His reference to Russian edmirastion of sirength was also
dismissed as a cynicel statement designed to support his
propaganda for en Anglo-Americen alliar

5. On the front page Pravda carries a two and &
half column editorial entitled "Churchill rattles the Sabre®
bitterly attacking his speech. He is accused of having
concealed hig true views during the war and now returned to
his old prejudices against the Soviet Union and the bogey
of Rolshevik expsnsion dating from the time when he wsas
a leading foreign interventionist. His conception of an

Anglo-imerican military allisnce is castigated nus a reactionary

plot egainst the Soviet Union, which would mean the end of

the Big Three and of the United Nations Organisation. Pravda

Extracts from a Foreign Office report on the reaction to Churchill's speech in the USSR
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6. The Pravds article has caused a sensation 1in
Yoscow. It is being read everywhere with unusual interest

there is considerable disquiet among the gencral public.

o

Mr. Churchill had been built up here during and after the
war 85 a friend of Stalin and the 3oviet Union and he enjoyed

the sincere regard and indeed affection of the Sovietl public.

Extracts from a Foreign Office report on the reaction to Churchill's speech in the USSR
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7. My own imporession is thati the Soviet authorities

were much tsken aback by this frank statement Dy lr. Churchill.
They seem genuinely alsrmed by many recent signs of America

i \J Aael

rapprochenent with Britein in the face of high-handed Soviet

sctions and to fear however illogicislly the establishuent

Extracts from a Foreign Office report on the reaction to Churchill's speech in the USSR
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opinion in the Western Democracies. Finglly & gigantie
red herring of this kind is of the grestest help with the
Soviet public and possibly also with outside public opinion
in directing attention from Persia, and Manchuria., In
effect Churchill's speech is being used to justify the
warnings about capitalist encircliement contained in recent

e

Sovietl propaganda and wore particularly in the election

speeches here. The time~lag between Churchill's speech

Extracts from a Foreign Office report on the reaction to Churchill's speech in the USSR




