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Why did Britain become a republic?
Case study 1: Death of Charles I - Source 5

Reaction from the King of France to the execution of Charles I,

1649
(Catalogue ref: SP 116/292)

What is this source?

This is part of a declaration by King Louis XIII of France, reacting to the death
of Charles I.

Louis announced that he was banning all trade with England. He also
said he intended to raise an army to help Charles’s son (also called
Charles).

What’s the background to this source?

In December 1648 the army and radical (extreme) MPs effectively took over
Parliament. They put Charles I on trial and executed him in January 1649.

They charged Charles with treason, of betraying his country. During the
trial the king claimed that the court was not legal because there was no
court that could put a king on trial. He refused to accept the authority of
the court right up to the end.

It’s worth knowing that ...

Charles probably had more sympathy and support in the country at this time
than at any other time in his reign. Putting a king to death was a deeply
shocking thing to do. The execution was held in public outside Charles’s own
hall at Westminster. When he died, the crowd groaned.

Putting a king to death was a challenge to the established order not only
at home but also abroad. Rulers and people across Europe would have
been shocked and nervous of what would happen next.
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Your turn: What can we learn from this source?

1. How does this source describe Charles’s behaviour?

2. What words does this source use to describe Charles’s enemies and
their behaviour?

3. What did the court accuse the king of?
According to Louis, who were kings answerable to?

5. Louis was Charles’s nephew so had reason to be appalled by what
happened. Do you think ordinary people at the time would have been
shocked at the death of the king?
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Source 5

A DECLARATIO N of the mo
Chriftian King, LLOV Ii\bﬂ X1 II./}
KING of FRANCE, and NAVARRE,

| " oo . At length with Kiffes and
AM-hailes in'the fore-tront of their Treafon, they invite His
Majefty to 2 Perfonall Treaty 5 who to manifeft his paffio-
nate defive to peace, {pread His Royall Selfe into adts of
race and Favour, going beyond all His Predecefflors in
,munificent Conceffions : Yet even when he had yeelded be-
yond their hopeand expe&ation, and furrendréd His moft
ndifpusable Rights and Prerogatives into their hands: with
malice as imexorable as the grave, deep and bottomlefle as
hell, they abruptly break off, and by force of Armes drag
kim to the Bar, where Vaﬂ%is tookupen them to judge

their Soveraigne, and call him to an accompt, whoowed an
accompt to none bue God alone, and having Blafphe-
moufly upbrayded him with the unjuft infamies of Tyrant,
Traytour, and Murderer ; and fufficiently {ported them-
(elves with fcorne and contempt, after a {mall intérvall of
time, in Triumph they convey him to the Scaffold, which
inaggravation of his forrow, they had prepared at the ¢n-
trance into his Royall Pallace, where in the fight of'his Sub-
jeéts they commggted a moft Barbarous Affaffination upon
bis Sacred Perfon, by fevering his Royall Head from his
Body, by the hands of the Common Hang-mans
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