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What kind of king was Charles I?

Case Study 2: Charles I as a ruler

The rulers who came before Charles I were Elizabeth I (1558-1603) and
James I (1603-25).

Elizabeth & James: the downsides

» Both clashed with Parliament.

» Both were often short of money.

« Both were criticised for spending too
much money on luxuries.

» Some people criticised James because
his court was very relaxed, behaviour
was sometimes rowdy and James
often swore and got drunk.

Elizabeth & James: the upsides

» Both usually managed to work out a
compromise that most people could
accept.

» Both thought it important to try to keep
on good terms with the political nation
(the top people in the country).

= James tried to spread out the best jobs
and rewards between different families
and groups among the political nation.

= James made it easy for MPs and
others to come and talk to him.

» Both managed to avoid major splits
over religion. (This was quite an
achievement. There were big
differences of opinion about religion,
even between members of the same

Protestant faith.)

In this case study you can examine a range of sources to see whether Charles
I carried on ruling in the same style or whether he brought in changes.
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