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Sensational sources

Finding an original source

The National Archives

This website is full of original sources. Most of them come from the National
Archives. The National Archives has almost 1000 years of documents stored
on almost 100 miles of shelving. A guide who takes groups around the

National Archives says that when you are in there you can smell the history
on the shelves!

How do you get a source about the Civil War?

Many Civil War sources come from the National Archives’ collection of State
Papers. When you want to look at the State Papers, the best place to start is
the Calendar (or guide) of State Papers. These books list, in date order, the
documents that are in the collection and give a summary of each.

A page from the Calendar of State Papers

Here is a page from the Calendar (guide). We've added some labels to show
the kinds of information that historians can find here.
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10,0008, to be delivered to T ancis Vernon, one of the
deputies of Sir Gilbert Gerard, Treasurer of the Army, for the
service of the army. [4 p.] Underwritten,

FokE sy w 25. 1. Receipt by Captain Frameis Vernon for 10,0000 received
Summary of what the of William Jessop for the sevvice of the army. Worcester,
source was about t 11 October 1642, [Endorsed : “Sent to my Lord General

10,000L" 1 p.] “i

Sept. 30. 26, The Committee of Lords and Commons for the Safety of the Eﬁ:&‘é‘éﬁ'ﬁﬁg‘

Kingdom to Thomas Willoughly, captain, Commission to be gocument -
captain of a foot company in Colunel John Barker's regiment for
defence of the King, Parliament, and kingdom. [§ p.]

Sept. 30.  27. Robert Earl of Essex, Captain-General of the Parliamentary
forces, to Theophilus Earl of Lineoln. Comnission to raise all such
volunteer forees in co. Lincoln as he shall think fit for the security
of the county and parts adjacent to serve fur the defence of the
King, Parliament, and kifirdomw, and constituting him Colonel of all
such forees, [Copy. 1 p.]
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Another page from the Calendar of State Papers

Add your own labels to this page from the Calendar. Think about how
historians might be able to make use of these sources.
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DOMESTIC—CHARLES 1. Eval

1649, Vor. CCCCXCI,

[Aug. 127] 116, Pefition of the Constables of Devon to the same, to the same
effeet as the preceding, except that in this ease the Commission of
Array is issued to the Earl of Bath and others, and the names
subseribed are 32,  [Damaged by damp = 2 pp.]

1

Aug. 15, 117. Presentment and petition of the Grand Inguest at the
Assizes for Somerset [to the same]. Since our gracious Sovereigm

has invited us to exhibit to him our just grievances in an humble

way, with promise of a gracious answer thereunto, we are em-

boldened to preseut the grievances here stated. Contrary commands,
a3 we hear, issue from the commanders of both places, to the great 1
terror of us who are ready to obey all due commands grounded upon |

the laws. We humbly petition, for the avoidance of the miseries

that may befall us by means of contrary commands, that the King
would be pleased to suspend the execution of the Commission of
Array, and that Parliament would likewise suspend the execution {

of the Order for the Militia. That for the settlement of the Militia

according to law, the King and Parliament would be pleased to
) assemble again, and in full Court to make an Act for settlement |
thereof, or take some course in the same to establish the peace and
security of the kingdom, and that in the meantime the Militia of

h this eounty may be ordered by the justices of peace resident in this 1
cmmt; fur the time l}mnﬁ ﬁmrdmn to the Statutes now in foree. "
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A real State Paper

Page 371 of the Calendar (the guide which you just looked at above) listed a

document dated August 15. When we went to look at the original in the State
Papers, this is what we saw.
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This document got damp and so has been damaged. Remember, it is over 350
years old. There is a hole so we can’t read the words in the middle of the
document. Luckily the calendar was written before the damage happened.

Now the calendar is the only way we can know what words were written
there.
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