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Report from the Manchester Guardian, November 1915
(PRO ref: HO 45/10795/303412)
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SOURCE 7A

;T'ﬁf;j PRESS TN WAR-ITHE

—

I}NGLISH EDHDORS ow ’I‘HI}-"
GLN’SORSHIP S

ol

i- LORD NORTHELIFFE’S v;Ews.!__.

? “I h’we never met a.ny memher of our cr%ft'-
who did. not agree. that. clésc counectlon bef.wcﬂn
thg Govermnanf. a,n.d the ncw:apapers dur:ng“ ar-

time is. esseni.nl to Jl'llllta-r)‘ ‘operations, .. gmd a..
good many of us Jomed to"et-her .as, far b,ack as
‘{en" years ago o urge ‘the. Governmcnt o preﬁ_
pare for press rcgulatlons in the: event’ of, war,
Wo had plannbd for co- o;:era.ﬁxon between Go?-

cramerit and press, but whén war broke ouf, _'e-'
suddenly found ourselves under amatcur ‘con-:
irol.

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g7/cs1/g7csis7a.htm




SOURCE 7B

. Having” been - sub-
| mitted {o one unjust prosecution in regard.fo
the publication: of jnattevvth"a.t wa.s? p:=by§'l t»ef

Gcrmany, T can sympa.ﬁhls!e \\ali. ‘.'--th\z chtay
persecut'on of repmtea's ]gha.t has taken place'
under the Defence of the "Realm Aet. If
“every departm...nt of the \'atmnal berwces Had:
‘so 'bnght a recmd for eﬁclency and pa.tnotbsm
as’has the press,-Iwenfure to: ‘think that otir
position in the great wa;: would be a lla.ppmr
one to- day Ahan- 1t‘f{s Ty [ Sl

Mr..uA. G_‘ Gaidnier. A TS

Mr. A G Grardl.ner, “editor of the Daz}'}'
News.?'  and ,.1)1‘!351(19111‘; of tlm I},lstttute * ;
~Journa.hsbs -w-mte*-ﬁ o

. “The poin: upon whmh all agree is this: that
-nothing should ‘be’ n‘lrl:?hshed which would] Z}n
any way advantage.. the enemy. Thz_g appllcs, ;ti
‘Seems “to-mey ﬂvnt.lrout q "‘11tm::6:on fo the ;ub'll
_oa.tlomofqn‘a\\r-s S TEAs veiy amuch moregh"-ﬁﬁcult.
to interfere in the matier of eriticisin, and Mwe
are all jealous of 6uu.tia.d1t.aon inthat 108y o_rpgx:
“Yet it would be efisy to shiow that many ur
failures during the preseni war have been si
Stantially “attributableston Jexiticistd toade wi

e intention. of.rendering the . e\B istence of G.ot‘
Her dmenE‘tmpﬂuSIbIé.dﬁegﬁnam jections wfhicz.
haye arisen in regar € management o
| Cenisorship have resulted Trom'the fact that §h {
purpose ; has,. beem.,% ot.-to. prevent mfom}at qn
‘reaching: the efiemy; but toprevent infg¥ma
of which the enemy is in possession reachl‘qg
{ the British public. That is the chief error m:coﬁ
which the systemi hag fallen, and®it{itlan error|
that vught “not to be tolerdtdd; e uﬂq;‘p i:'li"eq
mterests of t,h-e bress;or of the cou X 1

»g"
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SOURCE 7C

- Mr. ‘R‘b_b"a‘ff Bo‘nﬂd':" %a
Mr. Roberﬁ Dona,kf;*‘edrtor GE: %e“‘"‘uDa.I*-E_':\Ev
C‘hromcle," wrote“ S S S L R
| “WhileI . recoghi 'umt ‘the! l"bmy 65 t'tllez
press must. be restricted. d‘m.mg the warp 'S0 fas;
{o withhold ‘all’ innfdrmatloh -from,i’fw cuer{::y
 without! misleading out. own peopief I consider:
that'the: present censorshi system s a.nqmalo'us
and; umequal; in? its<epplication. It -would |
ple.fera. e 10 nm‘me evely editor hls own’ eensar
actinig: ander regulations drawi 'up amder the
Defence of: the]ieq.l;n Aoﬁ, RIS i
< Export. of " HomeMade ff,tbefs.”l_-f'_.;_-,:
Mr. J. AL Spender,»ed:to' th eﬁbmmster
Gazel:':e e wrote' PR

“Bneﬂy, I thmk:we‘*must ma.ke the “heat of'
the defects.of2the.Censor’s Dppal:bment,‘ and.
address _ourselves s to :the departments; which
I:rescnba theu: :eguJatxons.\, The - chief - evﬂ‘
I think, is the absence - of wg:one,spondanbs
at  the fronf, which™ -ought”~to""be ‘filled
ia. some methodical way. I suggest. that
aiter a ‘reasonable - 1n£ef‘i:val ‘detiled adeounts:
of  eperations, - gixil snames. ;. and J£places’
and other detailg-re ered inhocuous by, the
lapse of time, ouglit in'some way to-be regularly.
provided. -I am averse {rom arbitrary meéasures
jor suppressing.-criticism of the: Government,
but undoubtedly great harm is done when com-
|19ents which misrepresént thé mind¥ef the
| country ‘and. underrate -its. efforts. aze‘repeated
|in Allied and neufral countries. Thefe oughi;’
| I think, to be some way of prv.wentmﬂr the expoxh
of home»ma.de hhefls.. g

Cha:rman of New:-,paper Soclety. 1,

Mr J..S. 'R, Phillips, edifor,ofthe {Yorkshire
Post. » and chairman of the Ne.wapa.r\er Somety,
wrbte.

¥ .ar‘ -
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© T do nbt Knéw nidelt ofthe inneryworkings
of ‘the:Press” Bureay; but.T.do.know.that,.this
institution.is  in the hands of able men,; who
‘endeavour to put into operation ‘the*rules laid”
down by the War Office andithesAdpriraltswho:
alone can be supposed to understand whag value
the enemy may be likely to find#in' any state-
ments that mav be published.

I see no ground for any serious: complaint
against the censorship as it has been conducted,
and though as a journalist I like to publish all
the news that I can, T am guite saiisfied, in a
seriod of peril like'this, to- acquiesce in the
cllecision_s'j of those in‘authority.”

Mr., Hamer, in closing his 1eview of the:
position, said’ that mueh of the friction and
misunderstanding that had arisen could have
been avoided if the Government had taken the
press more into confidence and consultation.
It was ereditable to the Government thaf they |
had so zeadily removed certain grievances
| which had been pointed onf to thenr, but these

rievances need never have -arisem if—_there had

een a friendly -interchange:of*views before-
hand. The really- live gue tion of-the moment |
was whether there has been such an abuse of
_the right of free criticism inyand by the press
fas called farr-aclive messures of repression. He |
| did: not think so. In any case repression of |
crilicism would be a very dangercus practice
to introduce,, . : .-
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