
 
 

Royal Navy ratings 1660-1945 
 
This paid search guide will help you to decide whether to use The National Archives’ paid search service.  
 
 

What information can you find out? 
 
We will always carry out a search of our records to a high standard based on our expertise and 
professionalism. With any search, there is never a guarantee that you will find the information you are 
looking for. There are often a number of possible reasons for an unsuccessful search, including the 
possibility that records were destroyed or lost, or that there are multiple records for individuals with identical 
names and we have insufficient information to distinguish between them. 
 
Search 1: details of service 1853-1928 

 
This is a search in ADM 139 and ADM 188, the main record series for service records of ratings in the 
Royal Navy. It is sometimes possible to find more than one record per individual as the two series of 
records overlap. A successful search will reveal some, or all, of the following: 
 

 date and place of birth 

 year of entry into service 

 official number of rating 

 details of ships served on 

 date of pension and death (if killed in action) 
 
Next of kin details are not given in service records except in cases where parental consent was required to 
allow boys to join the Royal Navy. 
 

Information can be inaccurate as some ratings lied about their age or used an alias in order to join. 
 
A rating’s service number may be essential for a successful search, particularly if the name is a 
common one, and no place or approximate date of birth is supplied. 
 
If a seaman joined the Royal Navy after 1928, his records will still be held by the Ministry of 
Defence (see research guidance below). 

 

Search 2: service and personal details in ships musters and pay books 
 

This is a search in record series ADM 31-39, ADM 41, ADM 102, ADM 115 and ADM 117, the books 
kept by the Navy for pay and accounting purposes, known as pay books and muster lists. A successful 

search will reveal all, or some, of the following details about a seaman, though before 1761 the 
amount of detail is significantly less: 
 

 age (from about 1761) 
 place of birth (from 1761) 

 date of death 

 whether he sent part of his pay to next of kin (from about 1758) 

 whether the sailor was discharged to hospital 
 name of the previous ship on which he served 

 if he was transferred, the name of his new ship 



Search 3: certificates of service 1802-1894 
 
This is a search for a seaman’s certificate of service, in record series ADM 29/1-96. These certificates were 
compiled by the Navy Pay Office in support of applications made by Royal Navy ratings for pensions, 
gratuities and medals. A successful search will reveal all or some of the following details about a seaman: 
 

 place of birth 

 age on entry 

 rank 

 dates of entry 

 discharge from ships 

 length of service 
 

Many ratings were not issued with certificates of service. 

 
Search 4: First World War Naval campaign medal rolls 
 
This is a search in record series ADM 171/94-119, the Royal Navy medal rolls. A successful search will 
usually reveal: 
 

 campaign (or service) medals awarded to the individual 

 service number  
 
Search 5: Royal Navy deaths 1854-1957 
 
This is a search in record series ADM 104, the casualty and wound registers recording naval deaths for 
ratings who were killed or wounded as a result of enemy action. A successful search will return all or some 
of the following details of a seaman: 
 

 rank 

 ship serving on 

 service number 

 date of death 

 date of notification of death 

 relative informed 

 address of the next of kin  
 
Search 6: Greenwich Hospital pension records 1704 - 1865 
 
This is a search in record series ADM6/223-226, ADM22/17-46 and 256-443 and ADM73/51-69 as 
appropriate. Please note that a standard search of the registers in ADM22 will cover only a specified range 
of two – three years.  A successful search will return all or some of the following details of a seaman: 
 

 rank 

 place of birth 

 dates served on board ships 

 dates of entry and discharge from ships 

 age on entry 

 length of service 
 

The wide variety of pensions and the lack of records for some periods make this search a 
particularly complicated one. 

 
Search 7: Greenwich hospital in-pension 1791-1865 
This is a search for a record of a disabled or infirm seaman’s application to become an in-pensioner at the 
Royal Greenwich Hospital, in record series ADM 73/1-35. A successful search will reveal some or all of the 
details about a seaman: 



 nature of his disablement 

 details of service 
 

Most Royal Navy pensioners were out-pensioners and would not therefore have made an in-
pension application. 

 
 

What are the charges? 
  
Listed below are our standard charges for each search. However, the fee is likely to be higher than our 
standard charge if: 
  

 you do not provide us with the essential information we need for a search 

 the seaman has a very common surname 

 you want us to search on a variation of the seaman's name (such as with or without middle names, 
or middle names used as first names) 

 
We will only search for a name as you provide it to us. If you ask us to search for a Charles Marshall Burr, 
we will not search for Charles Burr. Similarly, if you ask us to search for a Fred Cheeseman, we will not 
search for Frederick Cheeseman. 
 
Searches 1, 3, 5, 6 and 7  
Standard charge: £84.06 
 
Search 2 
Standard charge: £84.06 for the first document, £56.04 for each subsequent document 
 
Search 4 
Standard charge: £56.04 
 
 

What information do we need for a search? 
 
Please send as much information as you can. The following details are either essential or desirable for a 
search at our standard charge: 
 

Essential Desirable 

full name of the person place and approximate date of birth 

approximate dates of service service number of the rating 

approximate year of death (Search 3 
and 4 only) 

rating (rank) 

name of ship on which seaman 
served (Search 2, 3, 5 and 7 only) 

whether the seaman died in service 

at least approximate date of entering 
into pension (Search 5 only) 

type of medal awarded and date of the 
award (Search 6 only) 

 
If you would like to request any of the paid searches listed in this guide, please contact us either by 
completing our online enquiries form or by completing one of our paper response forms. 
 
You may decide, instead, to do the research yourself. For advice on conducting your own research you 
should consult the relevant research guides, accessible through our online guidance index. 
 
 

Research guidance 
Royal Navy ratings before 1853  

Royal Navy ratings 1853-1923  
Royal Navy ratings' pensions 
  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/contact/contactform.asp?id=1
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/atoz/a.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/looking-for-person/ratingroyalnavybefore1853.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/looking-for-person/royalnavyrating1853-1923.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/royal-navy-rating-pension.htm


 


