
 
 

Metropolitan Police 
 
This paid search guide will help you to decide whether to use The National Archives’ paid search service.  
 
 

What information can you find out? 
 
We will always carry out a search of our records to a high standard based on our expertise and 
professionalism. With any search, there is never a guarantee that you will find the information you are 
looking for. There are often a number of possible reasons for an unsuccessful search, including the 
possibility that records were destroyed or lost, or that there are multiple records for individuals with identical 
names and we have insufficient information to distinguish between them. 
 
Search 1: records of service 1830-1958 
  
This is a search in record series MEPO 4. This search covers any, or all, of the following sets of records, as 
appropriate: 
  
Alphabetical registers of joiners and attestation ledgers 
 
A successful search will reveal all, or some, of the following: 
 

 names and addresses of referees 

 signatures of recruit and witness 
 
Registers of leavers 
 
A successful search will reveal all, or some, of the following: 
 

 class of officer 

 certificate rating 

 date certificate sent to division 

 number of documents officer was entitled to (only available up to 1913-1914) 

 date documents sent to division (only available up to 1913-1914) 

 whether 'RP' (resignation permitted) or 'RR' (resignation required) 
 
Certificates of service (only for warrant numbers 74201–97500, issued between January 1889 and 
November 1909) 
 
A successful search will reveal all, or some, of the following: 
 

 a physical description 

 date of birth 

 trade 

 marital status 

 residence 

 number of children 

 name and place of last employer 

 previous public service 

 surgeon's certificate 



 postings to divisions 

 details of promotions or demotions 

 cause of removal 

 recruitment details 

 transfers 

 awards 

 retirements 

 dismissals 

 other instructions or notices to be brought to the attention of all ranks 
 
Search 2: pension records 
 
This is a search in record series MEPO 21. A successful search will reveal all, or some, of the following: 
 

 physical description 

 date and place of birth 

 marital status 

 dates of service 
 

Up to October 1923 they also include: 
 

 names of parents and next of kin 

 details of past promotions and postings 

 an intended address in retirement 
 

From September 1923 the records include: 
 

 date and place of marriage (where appropriate) 

 wife's date and place of birth 

 physical description  
 

Some of these records contain information on widows' pensions. 
 
 

What are the charges? 
  
Our standard charge for each search is £84.06. However, the fee is likely to be higher than our standard 
charge if: 
  

 you do not provide us with the essential information we need for a search 

 the individual has a very common surname 

 you want us to search on a variation of the individual's name (such as with or without middle names, 
or middle names used as first names) 

 
We will only search for a name as you provide it to us. If you ask us to search for a Charles Marshall Burr, 
we will not search for Charles Burr. Similarly, if you ask us to search for a Fred Cheeseman, we will not 
search for Frederick Cheeseman. 
 
 

What information do we need for a search? 
 
Please send as much information as you can. The following details are either essential or desirable for a 
search at our standard charge: 
 

Essential Desirable 

full name of the police officer police officer's warrant number 



approximate dates of joining and 
leaving 

date of entry into the Metropolitan Police
  

date of leaving the Metropolitan 
Police (Search 2) 

date of leaving the Metropolitan Police 
(Search 1) 

 
If you would like to request any of the paid searches listed in this guide, please contact us either by 
completing our online enquiries form or by completing one of our paper response forms. 
 
You may decide, instead, to do the research yourself. For advice on conducting your own research you 
should consult the relevant research guides, accessible through our online guidance index. 
 
 

Research guidance 
 
London Metropolitan Police  
Police  
 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/contact/contactform.asp?id=1
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/atoz/a.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/metropolitan-police.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/looking-for-person/policeofficer.htm


 


