
 
 

British Army officers 1757-1913 
  
This paid search guide will help you to decide whether to use The National Archives’ paid search service.  
 
 

What information can you find out? 
 
We will carry out a search of our records to a high standard based on our expertise and professionalism. 
With any search, there is never a guarantee that you will find the information you are looking for. There are 
often a number of possible reasons for an unsuccessful search, including the possibility that records were 
destroyed or lost, or that there are multiple records for individuals with identical names and we have 
insufficient information to distinguish between them. 

 
Search 1: basic details of an officer in the Army List 
 
This search is usually the best starting point for research on officers. This search is normally recommended 
before we carry out a search for a service record (Search 2). It can reveal details required for Search 2 that 
might not already be known such as the unit(s) an individual served in served in and dates of commissions. 
A successful search will reveal: 
 

 unit(s) the individual served with 

 dates of his commissions 
 
Search 2: details of service 
 
This is a search in record series WO 19/1-5, WO 25, WO 31, WO 54, WO 61/61-76, WO 68 or WO 76, and 
Army List as appropriate. A successful search will reveal all or some of the following details about an 
officer. Please note that if the search includes the correspondence and memoranda in WO 31 only those 
for the gazette date of the first commission, and up to two subsequent commissions will be searched for the 
standard fee.    
 

 age 

 place of birth 

 physical description 

 any former service and occupation 

 next of kin 

 medical records 

 dates of commissions, postings, promotions, awards, leave and transfers 

 date of discharge 

 address 
 
 

What are the charges? 
 
Listed below are our standard charges for each search. However, the fee is likely to be higher than our 
standard charge if: 
 

 you do not provide us with the essential information we need for a search 

 the individual has a very common surname 

 you want us to search on a variation of the individual's name (such as with or without middle names, 
or middle names used as first names) 

 



We will only search for a name as you provide it to us. If you ask us to search for a Charles Marshall Burr, 
we will not search for Charles Burr. Similarly, if you ask us to search for a Fred Cheeseman, we will not 
search for Frederick Cheeseman. 
 
Search 1 
Standard charge: £54.60 for a range of three years, or for three specified years. £27.30 for each additional 
range of three years, or three specified years    
 
Search 2 
Standard charge: £218.40 
 
 

What information do we need for a search? 
 
Please send as much information as you can. The following details are either essential or desirable for a 
search at our standard charge: 
 

Essential Desirable 

full name of the officer whether he died in service 

unit(s) in which he served*  

time period during which he served  

 
*If the name is an uncommon one, it may be possible to find the individual without the unit details. 
 
If you would like to request any of the paid searches listed in this guide, please contact us either by 
completing our online enquiries form or by completing one of our paper response forms. 
 
You may decide, instead, to do the research yourself. For advice on conducting your own research you 
should consult the relevant research guides, accessible through our online guidance index. 
 
 

Research guidance 
 
British Army officers' commissions  
British Army officers up to 1913  
British Army officers up to 1913: further research 
 
 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/contact/contactform.asp?id=1
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/atoz/a.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/british-army-officers-commissions.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/looking-for-person/britisharmyofficerbefore1913.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/army-officers-1660-1913.htm


 


