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Recent Releases at the Public Record Office 
   
PRO reference Date Description 

ADM 105/104 1957-69 Records of the Admiralty, Naval Forces, Royal 
Marines, Coastguard, and related bodies 
Homosexuality in the Royal Navy: connection with 
security and blackmail  

ADM 116/6386 1949-58 Collision of HM Ships while under construction: 
settlement of claims in respect of HMS ALBION and 
SS MAYSTOKE (19 men killed) at HMS LLANDAFF, 
with court's decision on liability 

ADM 116/6412 1964 Maltese independence: effect on title to dockyard of 
proposed Agreement on Mutual Defence and 
Assistance, Cmnd 2410 1963  

ADM 116/6414
ADM 116/6415
ADM 116/6416 

1950-1 Explosion of Naval Armament Vessel BEDENHAM at 
Gibraltar, 27 April 1951. Torpex filled depth charges 
ignite other ammunition producing mass explosion 

ADM 116/6433
ADM 116/6434 

1955-59 Security arrangements for atomic information 

AIR 2/15113 1943-72 Records created or inherited by the Air Ministry, 
the Royal Air Force, and related bodies 
General Sikorski, Prime Minister of Polish 
Government in Exile: court of inquiry into death in 
Liberator aircraft accident, Gibraltar, 4 July 1943; 
related papers  

DEFE 49/19 1968-69 Records of the Ministry of Defence 
Family planning for the Women's Royal Naval 
Service  

DEFE 49/37 1970-71 Records from the Ministry of Defence- members of 
the Northern Ireland community receive awards for



gallantry during unrest in the province 

FCO 68/275 1970 Records of the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office and predecessors  
Countries declare intent to leave the Commonwealth: 
course of action open to the UK Government and 
implications  

FCO 15/1703
FCO 15/1704
FCO 15/1705
FCO 15/1706
FCO 15/1707
FCO 15/1708
FCO 15/1709
FCO 15/1710
FCO 15/1711
FCO 15/1712
FCO 15/1713
FCO 15/1714
FCO 15/1715
FCO 15/1716
FCO     15/1717

1975-76 Internal political affairs in East Timor; including death 
of journalists at Balibo 

NB THESE FILES ARE EMBARGOED UNTIL 00:05 
GMT 1 NOV 2002 

FCO 371/84999 1950 Political situation in Germany: activities of political 
parties in Western Germany; communism in Western 
Germany 1950 
This file - which was previously released - now 
includes a previously retained extract, which is a 
Security Service paper on the foreign policy of Sir 
Oswald Mosley 

FO 810/29 1975-76 Relations between Indonesia and Portugal 
concerning East Timor; including death of journalists 
at Balibo  

NB THESE FILES ARE EMBARGOED UNTIL 00:05 
GMT 1 NOV 2002 

FO 810/30 1975-76 Indonesian policy concerning East Timor; including 
death of journalists at Balibo 

NB THESE FILES ARE EMBARGOED UNTIL 00:05 
GMT 1 NOV 2002 

HW 5/762 1942-45 Records created and inherited by Government 
Communications Headquarters (GCHQ)  
ULTRA reactions: extracts from reports containing 
German perceptions of Allied plans for future 
operations, selected for reading by officers in the 
Mediterranean theatre  



HW 18/444 1940-41 Reports of enemy raider attacks against allied 
merchant shipping  

HW 25/22 1940-45 A paper on the use of Hollerith equipment in 
Bletchley Park by Ronald WHELAN MBE, written 
some 50 years after the end of the war  

MAF 156/1 1942-45 Records created and inherited by the Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food Departments 
War Cabinet: miscellaneous ministerial letters 

MAF 209/3034 1964-69 Extension of UK fishery limits: discussions with 
Russia 

MAF 209/3043
MAF 209/3044 

1970-71 Icelandic fishery limits dispute, 1971 

MAF 250/196 1956-57 Fuel supplies for farming and allied industries in 
event of closure of Suez Canal 

MAF 250/201 1957 Operation "Sunshine": Assessment of the hazards to 
infants and sheep in wet hill areas of the UK arising 
from nuclear weapon testing. Sampling of milk 
samples for Strontium 90 

MAF 328/24 1969 Claim for compensation for attack by squirrel in Kew 
Gardens, Surrey 

MAF 250/238 1955 Home Defence Committee: papers and minutes of 
Strath report 

MAF 250/239 1961-64 Official Committee on Civil Defence 

MAF 287/535 1968 Foot and Mouth epidemic 1967/1968: skim milk as a 
source of spread for the infection 

MAF 287/540 1968-70 Foot and Mouth Disease: arrangements for London 
Zoo 

MAF 357/30 1968-71 Home Defence Review 1968: disbandment of Food 
Flying Squads 

MT 97/1257 1973 Records created or inherited by the Transport 
Departments and of related bodies  
Emergency planning arrangements: industrial 
disputes; excursion and tour policy during the oil 
emergency 

PREM 11/ 3688 1960-62 Records of the Prime Minister's Office  
Situation in Cuba; part 1 

PREM 13/ 3564 1965-69 Proposals to televise parliamentary proceedings: 
House of Commons and House of Lords 

PREM 15/539 1971 UK policy and military presence in Persian Gulf:



Discussions on Union of Arab Emirates; part 2 

T 217/846 1948-54 Records created and inherited by H M Treasury 
Ministry of Labour and National Service: essential 
work orders in case of war; application to 
government industrial establishments 

T 334/233 1966 Tate Gallery extension 
 

 



PREM 11/3688 
Situation in Cuba: part 1 
1960-1962 
 
This newly released Prime Minister’s Office file gives a fascinating insight into 
the international situation regarding Cuba from 1960 to 1962. 
 
The papers highlight the tensions of the period and records discussions 
between the British Prime Minister, Harold Macmillan, and the United States 
President, Dwight D Eisenhower and his successor John F Kennedy, over the 
issue of how to deal with Castro's Cuba. They also describe United States 
action and reaction to events in Cuba, particularly the failed Bay of Pigs 
invasion in April 1961. 
 
Tension between the United States and Cuba developed in the early months 
of Castro's administration, when increasingly the United States’ economic, 
ideological and political interests came under threat from the actions of 
Castro's government. 
 
The British government was concerned about Castro and how his actions 
would affect British economic interests in Cuba and how the regime in Cuba 
could influence the West Indies. 
 
The concern of Latin American countries over the actions of the Castro 
regime and the tensions between Cuba and the United States are also 
discussed within the document. 
 
The papers on the file include: 
• Comments on President Kennedy's reaction to the Bay of Pigs.  
• Macmillan's correspondence with Eisenhower, giving British views on the 

United States' proposed plans to oust Castro from power  
• Krushchev's comments to Kennedy on the Bay of Pigs.  
• Comments on President Kennedy's reaction to the Bay of Pigs (see 

below).  
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