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‘Report of conference on the position of the illegitimate child  

whose father is alleged to be a coloured American.’ 
 

1944 – 1948 
 
 

These conference proceedings are included in a file of discussions surrounding how to support 
children born illegitimately as a result of the Second World War. 
 
The government needed to provide for a number of illegitimate children, so-called ‘war children’, 
who were born to British mothers and American fathers who were members of the United States 
military in the UK. Some mothers were unmarried and others had husbands returning from the 
war, situations many social workers feared would lead either to the break-up of families, or 
children in need of a home.  
 
At this conference, the children of white women and black men were considered in particular, as 
there were concerns as to whether these children or their mothers would be discriminated against 
because of the colour of the children’s skin. Reports at the conference showed that this was not 
necessarily the case however. 
 
The conference was attended by the National Council for the Unmarried Mother and her Child, the 
League of Coloured Peoples and other representatives from around the country. They discussed 
the scale of the problem in different areas and what was to be done in the best interests of the 
children, the mothers, and the country. 
 
Also included is a letter from the League of Coloured Peoples drawing the government’s attention 
to the issue and the results of research carried out to identify how many children were known of in 
different parts of the country. 
 
 
Additional information 
 
Dr Harold Moody, a Jamaican doctor founded the League of Coloured Peoples in 1931 and its 
journal The Keys in 1933. The League of Coloured Peoples helped Caribbean and African people 
in trouble. They took the case of sacked seamen to Parliament; they defended people in court; 
they raised money to help hundreds of destitute Black children, made sure children in homes had 
holidays; and found work for the unemployed. 
































