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What is the Statute Law Database?

• The UK Statute Law Database (SLD) is the official revised edition 

of the primary legislation of the United Kingdom, made available 

online to the public in December 2006 at www.statutelaw.gov.uk

• ‘Revised’ means that amendments and other effects are 

incorporated in the text with appropriate annotations.

What is the task of the SLD Team?

• Our task is to provide a comprehensive and authoritative database 

of revised primary legislation for the whole of the UK.

• Secondary legislation (such as statutory instruments) is held on 

SLD, but is not revised).



e-Services

Manager

Online Technical

Team

Statutory Instruments

Registrar/ Statutory

Publishing Team

Legislation

Programme

Manager

Online Project

Manager
Publishing Services

Manager

Head of e-Services

and Strategy

Head of Legislation

and Publishing

Services

Contract Delivery

Manager

General Editor

Statute Law

Database Team

Where does the SLD team fit within TNA?







Integration of the legislation websites

The two existing 

websites will become a 

single site containing 

original ‘as enacted’ 

legislation and revised 

legislation from SLD

www.legislation.gov.uk

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/


Customer research

A comprehensive survey of users of both websites reveals:

• Overall majority are non-lawyers accessing legislation for 

professional purposes

• Most do not have access to the commercial online legal 

services (such as LexisNexis)

• Most are familiar with how legislation operates and have 

good IT and internet experience
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PRIMARY PERSONA

Mark Green: Environmental 

Enforcement Officer, Birmingham 

City Council

Regular user, more so of OPSI. Needs 

to quote legislation. Uses a handful of 

Acts regularly. No access to 

subscription services. Web savvy.

Brian Hedges: Frustrated by his 

neighbour’s fence. an anti-

persona?

First time user. A beginner when it 

comes to using the internet. Vague 

search terms. Needs signposting.

Heather Cole: Member of public 

seeking to defend her rights.

First time user, does want to view 

legislation, but needs support and 

advice too. Needs to understand what 

she is seeing. Web savvy.

Jane Booker: Law Librarian

Regular user, more so of SLD. Likely 

to use all the features SLD site offers. 

Expert web researcher and confident 

researcher of legal documents. Time 

pressured to respond to queries. 

Uses subscription services and other 

sources.

“I need to quote legislation as part of my job and so it is 

essential that the legislation I access is up-to-date”

“I want to prove to my local council that they are not 

providing the services they are obligated to provide”

“I need to respond the solicitors’ requests for information in 

a timely manner and it is absolutely essential that what I 

provide is up to date”

“It seems I am in the wrong place – I cannot understand 

this legal speak – I just want an answer”



Tables of Legislative Effects on SLD

Link from here to amending Act



Link from here 

to sections containing 

the power















Plans for future development of the SLD

• A facility to identify all textual amendments automatically in 

the electronic legislation and tag them for later editorial use

• An electronic programme to enable editors to identify all 

effects of new legislation on existing legislation and extract 

the information to compile the Tables of Legislative Effects

• These will not affect the look or functionality of SLD, but will 

make the editorial process more efficient and form part of the 

future strategy for getting SLD up to date …



Meanwhile …

• Until SLD can be brought fully up to date, Acts prioritised for 

updating to ensure maximum usefulness to users

• ‘Top 100’ determined by frequency of use as shown by 

website statistics

• Groups of Acts chosen on basis of likely future demand as a 

result, for example, of planned legislative programmes etc

• First such group is ‘Constitution and Democracy’

• We will be consulting widely as to future priority groups


