
SIRO of the month March: Simon Burton and Andrew Walker 
 

 
SIROs of the month Simon Burton (House of Lords) and Andrew Walker (House of 
Commons) 
 
As SIROs within the UK Parliament we have a unique role and responsibility with a wide 
variety of challenges facing us. Unlike a Government department there are significant limits 
to what we can do to restrict access, mandate specific systems or require personnel using 
our building/infrastructure to follow a particular policy. Our role is therefore based 
predominantly on influencing and providing the frameworks for development.  
 
The number of people passing through Parliament each day (often 4-5,000 people), the type 
of information we maintain (parliamentary records, public correspondence etc.) and the 
Palace of Westminster itself (over 150 years old) all present different types of information 
risk. This is combined with the fact that Parliament has close to 1400 Data Controllers under 
its roof (each MP/Lord is their own Data Controller).  
 
Essentially we provide the services and the infrastructure to enable both Houses to 
undertake their role of legislating, debating and holding Government to account. We are 
responsible for overseeing information risks relating to the physical and technological 
infrastructure for managing information at the heart of our democratic process while 
ensuring that Parliament remains open and transparent.  
 
As the two Houses of Parliament are constitutionally separate, we need two separate SIROS.  
We combine the role with our day-jobs – Simon is Reading Clerk in the Lords, and Andrew is 
the Commons DG of HR & Change.  We work very closely together and are fortunate to be 
able to rely on each other for guidance and support.  We have good support teams and our 
DSO, ITSO and others that provide assurance that our information risks are being managed 
effectively.  
 
Our key pieces of advice to new/experienced SIROs would be: 

- Listen to advice – try to understand how everything fits together 
- Engage with others – connect to the SIRO community through the IACSEP team and 

others across Government. 
- Be bold and confident in your judgements! - risks and assessments are fluid, they can 

always be reassessed later. 
- Get a good accreditor! someone you are confident in, someone who will question 

you and provide solutions to your problems.  
- Engage security early – ‘security only says no’ if projects don’t consult until the last 

minute, as SIRO you should ensure staff consult early and build security into their 
systems from day one.   

 
A larger case study from Simon and Andrew will be included in the next version of the SIRO 
Handbook. If you would like share some of your experiences in our SIRO of the month 
section and/or you would like to contribute to the next version of the SIRO handbook please 

get in touch.  


