
Reflections a year on after the Olympics 
        
It is only just over a year since the Olympics. You will recall the splendid opening 
ceremony, watched by over 900 million people across the globe; the thousands of 
volunteers and astonishing choreography. What you might not know is that just 
hours ahead of the opening ceremony the Head of Cyber Security for the London 
2012 Games was advised of a ‘realistic threat’ of a cyber-attack. We all know that all 
went well on the night and the ceremony, thankfully, was not disrupted. 
 
We are all recognising the opportunities and threats of our increasingly networked 
world and, in parallel, we, in CESG, are now seeing a definite, increased ‘pull’ for IA 
and cyber security professionals. This time last year we were still very much in ‘push’ 
mode but, since then, we have awarded nearly 900 CESG Certified Professional 
(CCP) certificates to nearly 700 IA professionals and we have seen strong growth in 
our forward pipeline. 
 
We continue to work closely with HMG and our partners and have recently published 
the revised ‘CESG Certification for IA professionals’ document (version 3.0) to 
incorporate feedback that reflects growing interest in the scheme. It introduces 
several refinements to the IA Auditor role, including flexibility of choice in core 
skills.  It also includes a refinement to the role definition headline for the Lead 
S&IRA. Plans to introduce a Penetration Tester role are under development. 
 
In addition to HMG interest, we are beginning to see industry suppliers to HMG 
adopt the scheme as part of their on-going people development and career 
streaming. This builds an even stronger community of IA and cyber security 
professionals for the UK who share a common language and are independently 
certified. 
 
Details of the CESG Certified Professional scheme, including version 3.0 of the 
‘CESG Certification for IA professionals’ document, are on the CESG website here.     
 
We have also done a considerable amount of work with academia to increase cyber 
security research in the UK. We have recognised 11 Academic Centres of 
Excellence in Cyber Security Research (ACE-CSRs) and GCHQ is funding 30 
doctoral studentships at the ACE-CSRs over a period of 5 years or so.  GCHQ and 
EPSRC have also set up two virtual academic Research Institutes to focus on 
research in strategically important areas of cyber security. 
 
Please see the next issue for more details on our work with academia. 
 
 

http://www.cesg.gov.uk/awarenesstraining/ia-certification/pages/index.aspx

