INFORMATION LEGISLATION UPDATE – DECEMBER 2008

British Standard on Data Protection

A follow up to the note in the previous issue: good progress has been made in developing BS 10012 Data Protection and a consultation version should be issued in January 2009. The draft will be published on the website set up for consultation drafts, which is http://drafts.bsigroup.com/ . You need to register on the website in order to gain access to the draft standard. You then review the draft section by section, inserting comments as you go. Those working in archives services should look in particular at provisions relevant to preservation of archives containing personal data, and provision of access for research purposes, in order to assess whether any changes are required. If there is text which you consider particularly helpful in this regard it would be useful if you inserted a comment supporting the text. 

Data handling

Those of you who work in central government will be familiar with the data handling guidance issued by the Cabinet Office in its set of mandatory minimum measures – see http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/cabinetoffice/csia/assets/dhr/cross_gov080625.pdf . The Local Government Association and Welsh Local Government Association have now issued similar guidance for local authorities – see http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/9048091 

Useful guidance from ICO

ICO has revised its guidance on the exemption for personal information (FOIA s 40) – see http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/library/freedom_of_information/detailed_specialist_guides/personal_information.pdf 

