Lesson plan
	
Overall enquiry question

	
Were there really aliens living among the population of England in the 15th century? 
 

	
Learning objectives

	To use original sources to build up a snapshot of England in the late 15th century
To develop an understanding of the role and presence of aliens in England in the 15th century
To develop an understanding of the relationship between local, national and international events
To practice the discipline of the historian in the use of original documents


	
Year group

	
5-6

	
Lessons

	
2 lessons of 1 hour each

	
Resources
	File name

Lesson 1 
Were there really aliens- Lesson 1 
Lesson 1 Activity- Timeline of History
Lesson 1 Activity- Is Walter a reliable source of information
England’s Immigrants website 
Medieval music YouTube link


Lesson 1 Source- Commons Burgher

Lesson 2 
Lesson 2
Lesson 2 source- Scroll with Libelle Englyshe 
Lesson 2 source- Scroll with petition
Denization translations Gervaise and his wife simplified and original
	Description of resource


Main PowerPoint for Lesson 1
Jumbled timeline to be reassembled (.ppt)
Word document with reconstructed letter and follow up task

https://www.englandsimmigrants.com/   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZ6ykg0TYug&ebc=ANyPxKpwIZA5wa8s-UHF6g0uzIE-BnSjPJKuLiSye2qPCOPbgK08TqgLqssaSZgjjqsvLw6VdEWL-vi3zLvgaIaF0UqLPzfScA  
Document with images of medieval London merchants. – (Cotton Nero D.vii f.89.v, British Library)

Main PowerPoint for Lesson 2
Source extract Lybelle of English Polyce
Parliamentary Petition
Letter of Denization  translations

	
Author

	
Caroline Powell 




Lesson one 
	Lesson enquiry question
	Were there really aliens in medieval England? 

	Learning objectives
	· To develop a sense of period in relation to daily life in the 15th century
· To use a range of source material to help to build this picture

	Resources
	· Were there really aliens- Lesson 1 
· Were there really aliens- Lesson 1 Activity- Timeline of History 
· Were there really aliens- Lesson 1 Activity- Is Walter a reliable source of information and Patricks letter 
· England’s Immigrants website 
· Medieval music YouTube link 



	Time
	Activity
	Differentiation
	Technology
	Resources
	Vocabulary 

	5 mins
	· Class come in to some medieval music to get them in the mood
· Fold a piece of paper in half 
· Draw an alien in 2 minutes- fun activity to laugh over the KS2 idea of an alien at the end of the unit. Name and give into staff member for later in lessons 
· Try and encourage the pupils to have a think about why they have been asked to draw a picture of an alien in a History lesson. Analyse the use of the word alien and explain why it was used and what it meant, using a dictionary if necessary   
	· Peer support
· Teacher support
	· PowerPoint slides 1-3
· YouTube 

	· the PP
· Medieval music – suggested link 
· See link to YouTube  


	Alien
Foreigner 
Stranger 

Definitions of aliens may be along the lines of: 
· Born in another country
· Coming from a different country
· immigrant
· outsider
·  visitor   

	10 mins 
	EITHER present students with a completed timeline to show where current topic sits in the periods of history that they may have studied
OR 
Use jumbled timeline as a task. This is in Smart and PowerPoint format.

	· Peer support
· Teacher support
	· PowePoint slides 4-5 or alternatives

	· IWB resource
· PowerPoint version 

	· The Celts
· The Romans 
· The Celts
· The Romans 
· The Anglo Saxons
· The Vikings
· The Medieval Period
· The Tudors
· The Stuarts
· The Georgians
· The Victorians
· Britain Since 1930 

	10 mins 
	· Talk through slide 7 and what historians mean by aliens.
· The image is provided separately and can be explored in more detail if students show an interest. It show London Burghers in the 15th century. 
· Follow this with an introduction to the database. The screenshot is also a hyperlink to the database so one click will open it up. To find out how many aliens there were in the 1440s go to Advanced search and enter 1440 and then 1449 in the date ranges. You can then use the filters on the left to narrow down searches (eg choosing Residence: Norfolk or graphing all of the counties with a pie graph or bar chart). Remember that you may need to clear previous searches depending on what you are looking at. 
· Ask students to suggest some more searches and carry them out. 
	· Peer support
· Teacher support
· 

	· PowerPoint 6-9
· Database
	· Source of P
	· 

	20 mins 
	· Activity – read the letter from Patrick and check what he says against the database. Full details in separate file. 
· Discuss the fact that some of Patrick’s statements are correct, some are wrong and some simply cannot be checked. 
· Extension – write Patrick style letters for other places
	· Teacher support
· Peer support 
	· PP slide 10
· Patrick letter
· Database
	· 
	· 

	10 mins 
	· Female aliens – work through slides 11-12
· Students could do these searches themselves or as a class via a projector

	· Teacher support
· Peer support 
	· PP 11-12
· Database
	· 
	

	5 mins 
	· Conclusion – what have we learned? 
· Extension / Homework Complete the historian’s sentence 
	· Homework task Optional 
	· 
	· 
	· 




Lesson two 
	Lesson enquiry question
	How were aliens treated in 15th century England?

	Learning objectives
	· To develop a sense of period in relation to daily life in the 15th century
· To use a range of source material to help to build this picture


	Resources
	· Were there really aliens- Lesson 2 
· Source- Scroll with Libelle Englyshe Polyce 
· Source- Scroll with petition 
· Source- Denization translations Gervaise and his wife simplified and original



	Time
	Activity
	Differentiation
	Technology
	Resources
	Vocabulary 

	5 mins
	· Class come in to some medieval music again to get them in the mood
· Quick review – what can they remember from last lesson?  
	· Peer support
· Teacher support
	· PowerPoint slides 1-2
· YouTube 

	· .ppt
· Medieval music – suggested link 
· 


	· 

	5 mins 
	· Discuss slides 3-4 as a whole class – how did we know about the aliens and what does that say about 15th century life? 

	· Peer support
· Teacher support
	· PowePoint slides 4-5 or alternatives

	· IWB resource
· PowerPoint version 

	· 

	5 mins 
	· Paired or group work
· Look particularly closely at the physical document – cost, quality etc
· Students should be able to tell it is official
· Explain the indented upper half (it was one of two copies and the indenture was to ensure authenticity by matching the copies together)
· Discuss idea of tax and introduce Alien Subsidy
· Speculate as to why this tax was brought in. If you are terrified by technology then this can be done with a show of hands. However, slide 7 is interactive. Right click on the chart and select ‘Edit data’. An excel file will appear which will allow you to quickly and easily change (or add or remove) the reasons and also enter the number of students who vote for each reason. The chart is left effectively blank so that students can suggest reasons. Alternatively you could suggest reasons such as: Prejudice; Need for money; War; Competition from foreigners. 
	· Peer support
· Teacher support
· 

	· PowerPoint 5-7
· 
	· High quality copy of image (an inquisition) can be found, along with copious background information, at https://www.englandsimmigrants.com/page/sources/alien-subsidies 
· 
	· 

	15 mins 
	· Now stress that we are moving on from speculation. We are investigating the source material and looking for evidence which supports or contradicts our ideas. Separate Word documents of the sources are available. 
· It might be helpful to divide the class and have some look at each document. The Libelle is not as inaccessible as it first appears. It becomes much clearer when read out. Students should work through the documents and look for evidence of the reasons they speculated about. 
	· Teacher support
· Peer support 
	· PP slide 8-13
· 
	· 
	· 

	10 mins 
	· Now use slide 11 as a mini-review and see whether the points are similar or different from the reasons the students thought of
· Then talk through slide 12 and ask students whether their views have changed.
· Then vote again using slide 13
	· Teacher support
· Peer support 
	· PP 11-13
· Database
	· 
	

	10 mins 
	· Now look at slides 14-17 and discuss Gervase’s letter of denization
	· Teacher support
· Peer support 
	· PP 14-17
· Database (optional)
	· 
	

	10 mins 
	· Conclusion – what have we learned? 
· Introduce Extension / Homework  to write up an account of the life of a medieval alien
	· Homework task Optional 
	· 
	· 
	· 





Rationale: Were there really aliens living among the population of England in the 15th century? 
The focus of this lesson is to look at England in the 1440s and follow an evidence trail in order to answer the main enquiry question and also to develop a sense of who these aliens were, what they did and how they fitted into the host society.  
In Lesson 1:  Setting the scene-looking at aliens and the historical context, the chronology and the background to the Medieval period and the data that allows us to learn about them as people and their origins, skills and ultimate destination. 
The pupils will put the medieval period into its historical background using an interactive timeline. The students then focus on several locations and use a reconstructed letter as a basis for a task which is designed to familiarise them with the database and its uses. This extends into students choosing their own lines of enquiry and perhaps choosing to make comparisons. For example, they could compare the data about goldsmiths with data about labourers. This concludes with a simple activity suitable for a homework which asks students to explain that there were aliens, but not the ones most people might expect, and provide some information about these aliens. 
In Lesson 2: Students will begin with a brief review and then learn about tax and why tax records are so useful to historians. They examine a specific tax document and then are asked to speculate (or hypothesise!) about why the tax was brought in. They then use documents to test these hypotheses. There are opportunities to use technology in various ways in these sequences. After studying the documents, students round up their findings and try to reach a conclusion on why the tax was introduced. This is then used as a platform to consider how aliens responded and what the whole story suggests about aliens and their treatment in England in the 15th century. 


England’s Immigrants: An explanation for teachers using the England's Immigrants Database (EIDB) 
By Caroline Powell

Immigration pre-1300
[bookmark: _GoBack]The story of England's immigrants is not a new one. In primary school we teach the stories of the Romans, the Anglo Saxons, the Vikings, the Normans and the Celts. We know about the monarchs and the tenants in chief, and the contribution made by the Normans to the language, laws and customs of the country.  Away from court and further removed from the king, the Domesday Book reveals that 96 foreign merchants and Anglo-Norman magnates had settled in Southampton, presumably for the facilities of the port itself in order to conduct lucrative business. York's records show that 145 ‘aliens’ had houses in the city.[footnoteRef:1] Many of the ruling classes in Domesday had names that were Scandinavian. In addition those from abroad moved to other areas such as Battle, where 40% of the recorded population has continental names.[footnoteRef:2] Those of more humble origin are identified by first names only. These alien people were living amongst the villeins and bordars and are recorded in some significant numbers in Domesday as the 'francigenae'. Research on an individual male skeleton in Ipswich indicates he came as far afield as Tunis probably in the employ of Robert TipToft following the 9th Crusade in 1271.[footnoteRef:3] So immigration is not new.  [1:  B. Golding, Conquest and Colonization: The Normans in Britain 1066-1100, 2nd edn (London, 2013), p. 72.]  [2:  Ibid., p. 72.]  [3:  BBC History Cold Case: Ipswich Man <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gjmo2RyEsh0> [accessed 10 June 2016].] 


Medieval migration 1300-1500
Yet the medieval period is regarded as a quiet time for the population of England – no big upheavals, leaving the people of the island to develop a sense of nationalism and await the next influx of foreign workers with the Huguenots from France.  But it must not be forgotten that as well as large scale invasions, there have always been the smaller, more micro periods of immigration, when people made their way to England across Europe and the Channel to live among communities in both urban and rural settlements. In the medieval period it can be said that you were no more than 10 miles from a foreigner or 'alien' (the term used during this period). England never settled into a monoculture either before or after 1066.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  W.M. Ormrod, 'Aliens, foreigners and strangers in medieval England c. AD 500-1500', British Academy Blog <http://blog.britac.ac.uk/aliens-foreigners-and-strangers-in-medieval-england-c-ad-500-1500/> [accessed 10 June 2016].] 

The immigrant experience
A number of questions need to be answered, including who were these immigrants? Why did they come to England and from where did they come? What did they contribute to life in England and did many remain permanently? Were women among their numbers in their own right or as wives? How can we find out more about these people? How do we know about those who have not left a permanent mark on England in the form of elaborate grave goods, or cemeteries and associated small settlements such as Sedgeford in Norfolk, leaving gold torcs or hog backed grave memorials for archaeologists to investigate?[footnoteRef:5] [5:  'The Sedgeford Torc' <http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=1396727&partId=1> [accessed 13 June 2016].] 


Nationalism
Did these newcomers into England have an idea about the concept of nationalism and Englishness? Or perhaps even 'Englyshness'? In the medieval period there was no vernacular English word for a 'foreigner' as we understand it in modern terms, and the word 'stranger' was often used instead. But a stranger could just as easily be someone from another place in England as someone from another country.  Is nationalism therefore a more modern concept? It is worth remembering that in the middle ages people had multiple identities. There were no birth certificates and passports, so there was no concept of a formal nationality as far as an individual person was concerned. They belonged to a village or a town, to a hundred, and to a region, as well as to a country. However, there was one driving force that helped develop this sense of a nationality. 

Where did the idea of nationalism come from? It is true to say that wars help sharpen the sense of nationalism; in the middle ages these wars were most frequently against the Scots and the French.[footnoteRef:6] War then prompted the concept behind the development of being a naturalised English person, described then as a 'denizen'. Three times during the late thirteenth century and early fourteenth century the English crown demanded the arrest of persons and goods belonging to subjects of the French king.  Legislation was introduced to enshrine this concept in law and in practice.  [6:  W.M. Ormrod, 'Not An Island Story', England's Immigrants Podcast <to insert hyperlink here> [accessed].] 


Records of aliens in England
How do we learn more about these immigrants – those who were not kings or tenants in chief – but the 'smaller' people who made their way from Northern France and Germany, from the Low Countries, or from Southern Scandinavia? From further afield too, such as Italy and Spain, and nearer to home such as from Scotland and Ireland. We know about them because of developments within England's bureaucracy. Records were kept on points of law, the benefits the government could provide, and records of taxation, for example in the Domesday Book of 1086. 

Less well known are the alien subsidies that were first introduced in 1440 and were in force until 1487, whereby first generation aliens (foreigners) had to pay a specific tax. These people were identified by a jury of respected men who lived in the locality, whose responsibility it was to return the names of those living in their areas who were believed to be ‘aliens’. The thoroughness with which this was done was varied. There are thorough records for London and Middlesex, but there are no records for Cheshire and Durham. 

Why the tax on aliens in 1440?
It was intended in the short term to raise funds for the navy, but by 1440 the Hundred Years War was in its final faltering stages, so this was not the only reason. In the years leading up to the introduction of the alien subsidies there were a number of other government initiatives to deal with anti-alien feeling. For example, new laws restricted foreign merchants trading on English soil – the shipment of coinage out of the realm was banned and foreign merchants were required to register with an English host. Parliament, in the1439-1440 session, responded to native attitudes hardening towards these foreigners, which had been developing for quite some time. During the Peasants' Revolt in 1381 there was a groundswell of ill feeling against the Flemish workers (who were identified by their lack of fluency when saying ‘bread and cheese’), and there was a proposal to expel all aliens in 1378. By 1436 a rumour went about that Dutch beer was poisonous.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  S.L. Thrupp, 'A Survey of the Alien Population of England in 1440', Speculum, 32 (1957), p. 265.] 


Therefore much of the origin of the tax lies in the feeling of resentment towards those alien born, and the imposition of the tax could also be seen as an opportunity of compiling a record of the whereabouts and numbers of a floating population of potential enemies of England during the years of distrust and suspicion.[footnoteRef:8] From the 1290s onwards, the government also issued letters of protection and denization, offering resident aliens (or at least those willing and able to pay) the opportunity to buy the right to remain within the realm, and to receive partial or total rights of naturalisation. In 1394, the patent rolls contain a list of Irish people who purchased licences to remain in England following the general expulsion ordered by Richard II’s government, and in 1436 people from the Low Countries were required to swear an oath of allegiance to prove their loyalty. [8:  Ibid., p. 265.] 


How did the alien subsidies work?
The tax was to be collected twice a year, at Michaelmas and Easter, although it soon became an annual collection. Householders (generally tradesman and artisans) paid 16d and non-householders (often servants and agricultural workers) paid 6d. There were exemptions which expanded during the fifteenth century, but to begin with in 1440 the Welsh were not liable to pay the tax, nor were alien women married to English men, and members of religious orders. Those under twelve were also not liable. In 1440 roughly 6,700 householders were recorded and 10,100 non-householders. The rate of the taxation changed in later years, so that it increased in 1453, and householders paid 40s and non-householders paid 20s. Once the names had been collated the lists were sent to the Exchequer which in turn would issue lists to local sheriffs and civic authorities to organise the collection of the tax.  However, as a money making exercise its scope was limited and Sylvia Thrupp has estimated that it would have raised only around £700 if it had been fully collected.[footnoteRef:9] However, it was not. Cumberland collected about one fifth of what had been assessed; Surrey less than half; and Northamptonshire a quarter. Hampshire and Winchester achieved more – about three quarters. Additionally, levels of assessment varied – Northumberland had recorded 684 aliens in 1440, but this had fallen to only 37 by 1452. In Wiltshire 477 people were liable in 1440, and this had fallen to only one person in 1471. Therefore, the alien subsidies showed some elements of a census, but was not a full census as we know in modern terms, particularly as it did not record children under twelve, alien women married to Englishmen and clergymen. [9:  Ibid., p. 262.] 


What do the records tell us about aliens in England? In spite of the difficulties of survival and interpretation, these records do provide the historian with invaluable insight into medieval society, answering questions including what jobs awaited these aliens.  To what extent did the weavers help develop the wool trade, did the alien cordwainers provide the population with shoes, did the tanners provide hides for the leather goods, did the stone carvers help build the castles and cathedrals, the goldsmith create the fine jewellery, the woodcarver the fine rood screen found in our medieval churches? Were the alien merchants resident or itinerant? How many women from other countries made their home in England? In Domesday 3% of landowners were women.[footnoteRef:10] Is this represented in the 1440 records? [10:  Golding, Conquest and Colonization, p. 69.] 


The data on these aliens can also shed light on settlement patterns. Was there a geographical relationship between workers from particular parts of Europe moving to the same regions?  Did these workers create a home from home in their new country? This would seem to be easier the closer you were to other members of your community. The Dutch in Westminster formed their own guild and the alien shoemakers in London set up two religious fraternities as part of their community. London, it would seem, was home to 10% of those considered to be foreign in England, and they comprised 6-8% of the total population of the city.[footnoteRef:11] In York, one alien, Henry Wyman, a Hanseatic merchant from Hamburg, became so well integrated into the city's society that he married the daughter of a former mayor of the city and was himself elected mayor on three occasions from 1407-10.[footnoteRef:12] Yet it would seem that the distances between some of these aliens was too great to enable a sense of an alien community to flourish. Beerne of Finmark (North Norway) was alone in Stokesey in 1440.[footnoteRef:13] His nearest countryman was 100 miles away in Lincoln.[footnoteRef:14] What can be established from the England's Immigrants database (EIDB) is that that one person in every hundred was not native born, that alien men outnumbered alien women by ten to one, and that 1% of the population of around 2 million were foreigners or aliens.[footnoteRef:15] [11:  W.R. Childs, 'Moving Around' in A Social History of England, ed. Horrox and Ormrod, p. 269; R. Britnell, 'Town Life' in A Social History of England, ed. Horrox and Ormrod, p. 167.]  [12:  M. Twycross, 'Some Aliens in York and their Oversea Connections Up to 1470', Leeds Studies in English, New Series 29 (1998), p. 364.]  [13:   TNA E 179/270/31, m. 39 (EIDB).]  [14:   TNA E 179/270/32 Part 1, m. 3 (EIDB).]  [15:  W.M. Ormrod, 'England's Immigrants 1330-1550' <http://www.history.org.uk/podcasts/categories/849/podcast/124/englands-immigrants-1330-1550> [accessed 10 June 2016].] 


Another line of enquiry the historian can explore using the EIDB is whether these foreign workers moved only to urban centres? The data appears to suggest not, as many appear to have moved to rural settlements. Other enquiries can include whether they married locals and become assimilated or whether they yearned to return to their home country, keeping traditions and links going so that this could be more easily achieved.  

Another important question is where did these aliens come from? In 1440 54% were from France; 25% from Scotland; 18% from Ireland; 5% from Belgium; the Netherlands 5% and those who spoke a Germanic language 11%. But the historian must consider that the notion of nationality was hard to determine; one man was given a different nationality of three different occasions; John Piers a Norwich glazier was recorded as French in 1149, Flemish in 1450 and finally as Dutch in 1452.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  W.M. Ormrod, 'Not An Island Story', England's Immigrants Podcast <to insert hyperlink here> [accessed ].] 


The alien subsidy of 1440 is not perfect – not least because it relied on jury men to identify local foreigners. They were not required to record particular pieces of information so it is not consistent across the country.  For example, the Welsh were not meant to be included yet an overzealous member of one jury recorded six welsh foreigners. It is hard to get a clear grasp of nationality too. 'Inde' could mean someone from east of the Holy Land; 'Dutch' could mean any person who spoke a recognisably Germanic language. Names can be misleading too. Peter Taillour of Boston was not a tailor – he was a brewer.[footnoteRef:17] Arnold Belrynger (a bell-ringer or maker perhaps) worked during the day as a labourer.[footnoteRef:18] Nevertheless, what is clear is the number of aliens in England who were spread out to all corners of the country, and that in successive tax returns it is clear that these people came from far and wide – including Italy, Greece and Sweden. These alien workers were spread across the country. in large numbers in East Anglia, Yorkshire and the South West, and in cities such as Bristol, Kingston-upon-Hull and Norwich. In the North Riding of Yorkshire it was normal to find not one but two foreigners living among the villagers of remote place. Isabella Manswoman was living in Escrick in Yorkshire, a long way from her original home on the Isle of Man.[footnoteRef:19] Some foreigners brought their own foreign servants with them. One man, Vincent Toteler, an armourer living near the Tower of London and recorded as German- Teutonic- had twelve servants (nine German and three French).[footnoteRef:20]  [17:  TNA E 179/136/206, m. 3 (EIDB).]  [18:  TNA E 179/124/107, rot. 2 (EIDB).]  [19:  Thrupp, 'Survey of Alien Population', p. 26; TNA E 179/270/31, m. 18 (EIDB).]  [20:  TNA E 179/242/25 (EIDB).] 


Why did people emigrate?
We ought to think of the forces that cause people to migrate in two ways – those that ‘pushed' the families or individuals to leave their home country and those that 'pulled' and encouraged aliens to come to England. In the medieval period, the sovereign position of the King of England enabled aliens to leave one territory and move to another ruled by the same person. Natural disasters contributed to 'push' factors, such as the famine that spread through Europe in 1315 and floods in the Low Countries in the fifteenth century.[footnoteRef:21] There were plagues in the fourteenth century in the years 1348-9; 1361-2; 1369 and 1375.  Did the most devastating of these plagues, the Black Death of 1348-9, contribute to the push and pull factors? The Black Death reduced the population of England somewhere in the region of one third to one half.[footnoteRef:22] There was a need for people to replace those lost in the manufacturing and agricultural industry, and opportunities became available for alien workers. Governments too, especially under Edward III, provided incentives to skilled weavers to leave their homelands and come and work in the cloth industry. For example, Edward III’s tax on wool encouraged weavers from Flanders to move and work providing cloth for the export industry. [21:  W.M. Ormrod, 'Not An Island Story', England's Immigrants Podcast <to insert hyperlink here> [accessed ].]  [22:  Mate, 'Work and Leisure', p. 281-282.] 


In order to understand the pull factors and why so many people emigrated in the medieval period it is helpful to consider some of the social conditions at the time. The social and economic consequences of events, such as the Black Death, had an impact on the push or pull draws on the immigrant population. It had an impact on wages and the spending power of the medieval community, as the 'demographic devastation of the Black Death  stimulated higher per capita expenditure and fostered spending on a growing diversity of goods and services, which in turn promoted development in several commercial and industrial sectors.'[footnoteRef:23] Tenants did not have to work so hard for their wages; by the 1460s consumer goods required only 12 units of agricultural work and 14 units of building work whereas in 1240 the same workers would have had to work for 26 units and 27 hours respectively. So workers could buy roughly twice as much food for the same effort in 1460 as in 1340.[footnoteRef:24] [23:  M. Kowaleski, 'A Consumer Economy' in A Social History of England, ed. Horrox and Ormrod. p. 239.]  [24:  Ibid., p. 239.] 


This was combined with the growth of consumerism and a development in more sophisticated tastes.[footnoteRef:25] The number of markets and fairs increased and there was a notable growth of coinage in circulation. This new purchasing power was spent in a variety of ways, depending on the status of the consumer.; Beer – introduced from the Low Countries – became popular . Taverns and inns sprung up to serve this drink and accommodate the increasingly mobile population. The royal court was peripatetic at this time and it required a sophisticated infrastructure to be in place to accommodate their needs.  Sweet wines, spices, fabrics and sugar were imported from the Mediterranean. There was a developing market for buttons, buckles, laces, finer fabrics, silks velvets and brocades. Head gear became more elaborate as did shoes. Demand for leather goods increased. Architecturally changes were afoot and there was more desire for privacy. Glass became popular in windows, as did other features such as chimneys, fixed beds, brick and roof tiles, and jettied multi -storied buildings with valuable commercial space on the ground floor. On the wall of these residences could hang foreign-made tapestries. Tables were adorned with pewter ware, and the tables of the peasants were now laid with earthenware plates, bowls and jugs and at the hearth hung a brass pan. Even in death this growing consumerism found an outlet. New churches were built, memorial brasses were created, and alabaster monuments were carved. To quench the thirst for spiritual solace, centres for pilgrimage grew up providing work. The printing press was introduced in 1476 so more books were produced, and the ability to read and write moved down the social ladder.[footnoteRef:26] All these developments required men and women to produce the goods. Many were from among the indigenous population but there was also work to be had by those who came from abroad. England needed tanners, beer brewers, goldsmiths, stonemasons, sculptors, fishermen, butchers, glaziers, pewterers, pin makers, weavers, bridge and boat builders, and those who were foreign born saw opportunities in England.  [25:  Ibid., p. 239.]  [26:  Ibid., p. 241.] 


Without a doubt, the presence of these workers caused some discomfort, and led to general suspicion and mistrust. Indeed, by the end of the middle ages, in 1517, Evil May Day saw a riot targeting foreigners, whose houses were looted (but there were no recorded deaths amongst the foreign workers).[footnoteRef:27] However, these tensions should not be overplayed. Notions of anti-foreign sentiment were more likely to lead to localised particularism rather than outright hatred on a huge scale. Tolerance was more the order of the day. This is a society that appears to have countenanced religious and racial minorities (although the accepted religion was Christianity, and the head of the Church was the Pope). The Ipswich Man from North Africa, mentioned at the start of this essay, is buried in a Christian grave. Significantly, though, as a society fifteenth century England did not appear to classify people by their skin colour. Yet the early Tudor monarchs continued to make the most of this group of potential tax payers, even though the alien subsides were not to be seen again after 1487. EIDB also contains the names of alien taxpayers who paid the subsidy granted to Henry VIII in 1523, because they paid double the rate of native taxpayers.  [27:  J.L. Bolton, ed., The Alien Communities of London in the Fifteenth Century (Stamford, 1998), p. 38.] 


This resource enables the historian to connect with a small but vital silent minority as well as the big players, the barons and the kings and queens. This is precious data, enabling us to see footprints in history, and it is useful to help to develop the thrill of uncovering a connection with those who lived before and have helped shape us as a nation.
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