Gervase le Vulre: King’ French secretary c. 1393- d. 1465/6

Gervase le Vulre  was one of King Henry VI’s French secretaries.  He  came to England in 1436, following riots in Paris.  By 1441 he had made London his permanent home with his wife,  Joan, who moved to London with him and they had five children (whilst keping hold of his property in Flanders!).   He was given a grant of 20 marks for good service as the king's French secretary in 1441 (back-dated to 1437).

He was not popular in London and was not popular at the royal court. He protested to the City's authorities that he was exempt from paying the ‘alien subsidy’ (a tax on foreigners living in England).  The Letter Books of the City of London show that Gervase asked  the mayor and sheriffs not to collect the alien subsidy from him in July 1456.  It was promptly ignored that year.

Gervase was a noted secretary and his services were used by two London Livery Companies - The Mercers and The Merchant Adventurers.

Gervase was one of many close to the king who were blamed for the failings of Henry VI – it is not clear how far this was justified.  However, in November 1450 the commons petitioned to have him removed from the king's presence and office.

In his letters of denization he gave his nationality as French, however he was not French-born.  He was in fact the illegitimate son of Gervase de Vulre and Marguerite Malins and was Flemish-born (from Flanders).  His career began at the Flemish court, however he chose to be French to strengthen his position as the king's French secretary, but at his death he chose to be remembered as Flemish.
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