Key words:
Alien = anyone “not from round here”, but for this purpose someone not born in England.
Subsidy = tax.
Letter of denization = letters of protection, issued by the Crown from the 1370s. Recipients would pay a fee and take an oath of allegiance to the Crown.  In return they were to be treated as an English subject born in the realm.

The bulk of the data in the ‘England’s Immigrants’ database has been compiled from the records of taxes paid by aliens living within England between 1440 and 1487, known as the ‘alien subsidies’.   The other main source of information has been the various records of letters of protection and denization (and other similar and letters) issued to immigrants and other non-English people. 
In 1436, following the breakdown the Anglo-Burgundian alliance against France, people from the Low Countries were seen as a potential threat to national security and were required either to leave or to take an oath to the English Crown. The names of those who took this oath were enrolled on the patent rolls during 1436 and 1437, over 1800 in total. These records often contain not only the individual’s name, but also some or all of their nationality, occupation, place of residence, and even their town or city of origin.

The alien subsidies were a series of taxes on first-generation immigrants during the second half of the fifteenth century.  During the 1430s, military and diplomatic setbacks in the war with France had seen a growth in tensions between the native population and foreigners living or trading in England.  Parliament had been presented with a series of anti-alien petitions, and in 1436, the author of the treatise The Libelle of Englysche Polycye suggested massive restrictions on the freedoms of aliens within the realm.  These concerns came to a head in the parliament of 1439-40, when actions were taken against what were seen by many as an often unwelcome and even potentially dangerous group within English society.

Measures were first taken against foreign merchants trading in England, to counter the feeling that England’s wealth was going overseas.  Laws stopped trade between foreign merchants on English soil, banned the shipment of coinage out of the realm, and set up a system whereby foreign merchants had to register with English ‘hosts’, who had to help enforce the laws.  Another act of Parliament addressed the widely-held if largely unsubstantiated belief that aliens in England had greater wealth than native-born people, but were not being taxed proportionately.  The final session of that Parliament in 1440 agreed that a poll tax should be paid by all non-native born people in England over twelve, payable at two rates – ‘householders’ (artisans, tradesmen and other settled people) were to pay 16d. each per year, while ‘non-householders’ (servants, apprentices, agricultural and general labourers) were to pay 6d. per year.  Exemptions were few.  Welshmen were specifically exempt, as anyone who had purchased letters of denization, alien women married to English or Welsh husbands, and members of religious orders . 

The original grant was for three years, and in 1442 a second Parliamentary grant extended this for a further two years.  Exemptions were quickly broadened specifically to include both the Irish and the Channel Islanders. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]No specific instructions were given to local officials about what they should record, and thus while some officials included things like nationalities, places of origin or the occupations of individual taxpayers, some noted down nothing more than the names, and even then in such simple terms as ‘John Frenchman’ or ‘Hans Dutchman’. Returns do not survive for all parts of England.  Nevertheless, a reasonably full picture of the alien taxpaying population across the country in 1440 can be compiled, showing that over 16,800 individuals were assessed in that year, roughly 6,700 householders and around 10,100 non-householders. 
In 1453, following the expiration of the 1449 tax, the subsidy was re-granted, this time to last for the remainder of Henry VI’s life. Initial collection of the tax was delayed and it was not until Henry recovered that assessment began.  The tax was then collected each year until Henry was deposed by Edward IV in 1461. In 1463 Edward ordered that collection should resume.
Adapted from  www.englandsimmigrants.com 
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