Lesson plan
	Overall enquiry question


	How can we get people from the 15th century to tell us about their lives? 

	Learning objectives


	To develop an overview of the make-up of 15thcentury society 
To investigate the question of how we know what we know about the population in the 15th century 
Investigate and practice the discipline of history and how historians work

	Year group


	KS4 and KS5

	Lessons


	2 lessons of 1 hour (2 hours’ teaching time)

	Resources
	File name

Lesson 1
Lesson 2
	Description of resource

Lesson 1 (.ppt); sketch templates (.doc)

Lesson 2 (.ppt); Lesson 2 Alien Subsidy Information Sheet (.doc)

	Author


	Ruth Shivas


Lesson one

	Lesson enquiry question
	Who lived in the Fifteenth Century?

	Learning objectives
	Gain an overview of what England was like in the Fifteenth Century.

Take an in depth look at 3 individuals who lived in the Fifteenth Century.
Consider how we know what we know.

	Resources
	Lesson 1 (.ppt); sketch templates (.doc)


	Time
	Activity
	Differentiation
	Technology
	Resources

	10 min
	Open with brief discussion of key images followed by bullet point overview of currents in England’s history mid 15th century. 

Alternatively set a research homework in advance to discuss in this first lesson.  Look for: 100 Years War, Agincourt/the Wars of the Roses/Henry V, VI, VII/Richard of York/Cade’s rebellion/Trade/Rural economy etc.
	Prompts to get weaker students started.
	.ppt
	.ppt white board

	20 min
	In groups students will have 5 min look at the story of either Nicolas Jone, Gervase le Vulre or Luket Nantron.  They will then have 10 min to prepare a quick sketch to show the class the story of their person.

Will work best with a small GCSE or A level class so there are just 3 groups of 4-6.  If it is a bigger class this could be done in 6 groups with 2 groups doing each person – be aware the presenting back will then take longer.

Notes on board after each presentation, task box fades out.
	Group work to support.  Possible to assign roles appropriate to ability.
	
	Recording template for each individual

	15 min
	Go back through your story:

1. What are the sources of information used?

2. Any other ways that we might know these stories?

Give them 5 min in groups to go back through their original stories and identify sources.  Could complete as spider diagram on board to summaries what they found (grant of office/Patent Rolls/Royal Records/Chancery records/Court records/Paston letters/Basset’s Chronicle/Worcester’s Itineraries/Wills)

Use as link to intro data base and give a quick show round.
	Group work to support.  Possible to assign roles appropriate to ability.
	
	Completed recording template for each individual;
Glossaries? 

	15 min
	Set home work to spend some time on the data base.  Find either Nicolas Jone (AKA Nicholas de Boleyn), Gervase le Vulre or Luket Nantron – what evidence does the data base give us of these two people?  If none, why might this be?

Find out about one more person and explain why you think they’re interesting.
	
	
	


Lesson two

	Lesson enquiry question
	How do we know what we know?

	Learning objectives
	Share what they’ve learnt about the Medieval Immigrants database.
Identify where the information on the database comes from and the different types of medieval evidence available.

Construct initial stories for 2 minute presentations to class

	Resources
	Lesson 2 (.ppt); Lesson 2 Alien Subsidy Information Sheet (.doc)


	Time
	Activity
	Differentiation
	Technology
	Resources

	5 min
	Feedback from home work. After spending some time on the data base…

1. What did you find about either Nicolas Jone (de Boleyn) or Luket Nantron

2. Who else did you find out about?  Why you think they’re interesting.
To prompt discussion about what the database can/can’t tell us.
	Students to contribute as per their ability.
	.ppt
	.ppt

	10 min
	Where is the data from? 
5-10 min to think as groups then feedback as class discussion.

What the database says about itself – talk about the different records and explain any new ideas

So what were these records?  Get them to think about the physical records and the information held in them.
	
	.ppt; Database
	.ppt 
Notes on slide 5 of .ppt

	15 min
	Why was there an alien subsidy in 1440?
Read info sheet and answer the questions:

1. Who was king?
2. What else was going on in 1440?

3. Why 1440?

Challenge:  What information would you expect to be collected as part of this?  What might we have in the records?
	
	.ppt
	.ppt 
Information sheet

	25 min
	Telling stories
The data was collected for particular reasons but an unintended outcome is that we can use it to attempt to construct stories about the past.  

Show students types of stories and ask them to make an initial attempt and present their findings in a 2 minute slot.  


	
	Database
	.ppt; Notes on .ppt slide 8


Rationale

The Medieval Immigrants data set studied as part of The National Archives/University of York project reflects the nature of immigration in the fifteenth century and offers a window into the lives of individuals.  This creates the opportunity for students to not only use the Medieval Immigrants database, but also consider the nature of the records we have and how we use them to tell ‘the story’ of the fifteenth century.  This series of lessons is ideally suited to KS 4 or KS 5.

The first lesson introduces students who lived in the fifteenth century, giving background and overview to get them started.  This should include things such as the 100 Years War; Agincourt; Wars of the Roses; key kings of the period (e.g. Henry V, VI, VII, Edward IV); Richard of York; Cade’s rebellion; Trade; Rural economy etc.   They will then explore the lives of 3 individuals who lived in the Fifteenth Century.  This will get them hooked on the personal stories involved and hopefully pique their interest in finding out more.  This then naturally leads on to getting students to consider how we know what we know and the nature of history.  Students will then be introduced to the Medieval Immigrants database and be set a home work task that will get them to investigate further and really consider how we have been able to tell these stories.

The second lesson follows up from the homework of lesson 1.  Firstly to see what they were able to find out, but then also to come back to the bigger question of how we know what we know.  Students will discover where the records come from and why they were collected.  This will then lead the class to discuss how we as historians use such information – is it appropriate to use this information for a purpose for which it was not collected?  What are the potential problems and pitfalls of doing this?  This then leads on to an exercise in which students select one type of historical reconstruction they want to practise and then try to actually tell a story based on the evidence available. 

Having completed the lessons, students will have gained and an overview of what England was like in the fifteenth century, specifically regarding issues around immigration.  They will have done this through taking an in depth look at 3 individuals who lived in the fifteenth century and using this to consider how we know what we know as historians.  This will enable a greater understanding of where information comes from, the different types of medieval evidence available and the fragility of our records, along with an understanding of the importance of preserving and using these records. 
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