Nicholas Jone (aka Nicholas de Boleyn ): office of the brokerage of the exchanges and securities of carracks, ships, and galleys coming to England

On 15 March 1443, King Henry VI granted the office of the brokerage of the exchanges and securities of carracks, ships, and galleys coming hereafter to England to Nicholas Jone. 

Jone is described in the document as a merchant from “Boloyne Grasse.”  This could be the city of Bologna in Italy, which is nicknamed “la Grassa” or “the fat one,”  the editors of the Patent Rolls believed that it was.  Their supposition is supported by the appearance in later tax records of a Nicholas de Boleyn or Bolonio, an Italian merchant resident in London’s Tower ward.  Jone was married to “a liege of the king in England” but we have no more information about her.  It seems likely that she was born in an English overseas territory, such as Calais, but she could also have been born in England.

Jone’s service to king and his adopted country was high profile.  Late in 1442 or early in 1443 he brought the king “three camels and an ostrich from Turkey.”  There is no record of Henry having expressed a wish for his household to be expanded in this way!  There is no information in the Patent Rolls explaining that these animals were a gift from an overseas ruler or that Jone was acting as their escort.  Because of this, we must presume that the animals were personal gifts from Jone to the king and presented at the instigation of himself.  The lengths to which Jone had to go to get these animals to London can only be imagined.  Even today transporting animals is time-consuming and difficult. In the Middle Ages simply keeping the animals alive when on dry land was hard enough.
Henry was obviously pleased with his gift, as he rewarded Jone with the office of the brokerage of the exchanges and securities of carracks, ships, and galleys coming hereafter to England.  Nevertheless Henry was already familiar with ostriches.  On 17 September 1437 he had bestowed upon his servant William Lynde the dubious honour and pleasure of the office of the keeping of the king’s ostrich.

Although he gained some recognition for his actions, these unusual gifts did not bring Jone excessive  advancement, so why did he go to all that effort?  Perhaps he was hoping to meet with greater success and receiving the office in question was a disappointment.  Alternatively he may have been trying to atone for previous misdemeanours.  We cannot be certain if Jone had caused the king or court great offence, but a reference in the Chancery records could give an answer.
A case was brought by the merchants John de la Tore and John de Marchanovo, against Simon Symond, the keeper of the Marshalsea prison. De la Tore and de Marchanovo had stood surety of £200 for the good behaviour of a certain Nicholas de Boloyn, who had been imprisoned in the Marshalsea after losing a debt case to the Italian Frederick de Nawfro.  However, Symond permitted de Boloyn to leave the Marshalsea, at the instigation of the Duke of Gloucester.  De Nawfro subsequently sued Symond, so Symond proceeded to sue de la Tore and de Marchonovo.  Was Nicholas trying to make amends for this misdemeanour and the involvement of the duke of Gloucester on his behalf? If he were attempting such a manoeuvre then he had hit on a perfect strategy.

At this point in time the Royal Menagerie was in serious crisis. The lions, believed to link to the strength of the monarchy, had all died in 1436.  When Jone made his gift the Royal Menagerie was almost bereft of large animals and was in a poor way. It was not until 1445, with the presentation of a lion cub to Margaret of Anjou as a wedding gift, that the menagerie would slowly be re-established.  In one fell swoop, Jone had single-handedly repopulated the zoo.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Unfortunately, the document recording the case bears no date. From internal evidence it has been dated to the periods 1432-43 and 1467-70,  although the earlier period seems the more likely, it has not been possible to give a more specific date.   It seems unlikely that we will know if it was gratitude, fear, or mere whimsy that inspired Nicholas Jone to procure three camels and an ostrich for his adopted monarch.

What we can learn from Jone’s gifts is that even aliens from the merchant classes did have considerable access to the highest levels of society, and that they were able to gain greater footholds and positions in society, even if they chose to employ rather unusual means to do so.
Taken from Jen Bartlett (www.englandsimmigrants.com/page/individual-studies/i-saw-this-camel-and-thought-of-you)  


Study the story of Nicolas Jone and then complete the character sketch on the next page. You should be able to present the information you collect in a 5 minute presentation. 
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