


Glossary

Message from Lionel Smith, the Governor of Barbados House of Assembly = government of Barbados

to the House of Assembly
Apprentice - somebody who is required by law to

Government House, Barbados,1834 work for somebody else for an amount of time.

Destitution = poverty/ not having enough to

It appearing by the 18" clause of the Imperial Abolition survive

Act, that the children of Apprentices under the age of reluctance = not wanting to do something
six years, who became free as of the 1* day of this

month, notwithstanding the provisions of the Act are Humane = kind/ compassionate

likely in many instances to be reduced to a state of .
Proprietor = owner

destitution , that most risk their existence at such
tender ages, either from the reluctance of their parents to apprentice their children until they attain 21 years of age,
or from the unwillingness of their former owner to be encumbered with such children. The Governor deems it his
duty to bring this important subject under the consideration of the Honourable House.

It is within the Governor’s knowledge that many Humane Proprietors, notwithstanding the Abolition Act, which
absolves them from maintaining these children except as apprentices — have resolved to continue their protection to
them to the same extent as when they were slaves without that condition, but there are many instances also, among
1100 children of this description, where their former owners object to contribute anything to their support and as it
seems impossible that the parents of such children, with only one day in the week to work on their own account can
sufficiently provide for them, the Governor .... appeals to the humanity of the Legislature to introduce some Law that
may operate generally for their safe preservations until they are of sufficient age to contribute to their own
livelihood.

LIONEL SMITH

This picture is not part of the document, but it shows a mother and child in Trinidad in the 1830s — why would
mothers of young children be particularly worried about the apprenticeship system?




