Tax assessments or Alien subsidies
Key facts:
The vast majority of the information in the database comes from these tax assessments. 
All people living in England at this time would have had to pay their taxes, which was a sum of money paid to the King. The tax documents that were used to create the database are called ‘Alien Subsidies’. The term ‘alien’ meant someone from a different country rather than a different planet!  One of the historians involved in creating the database explains:
They came as a result of a growth in tensions between the native populations and foreigners living or trading in England during the 1430s after a series of military and diplomatic setbacks in the war with France. Parliament had been presented with a series of anti-alien petitions. These concerns came to a head in the parliament of 1436-40, when actions were taken against what were seen by many as an often unwelcome and potentially dangerous group within English society......[it] also addressed the widely held belief that aliens resident in England possessed a greater wealth than native-born people but were not being taxed proportionately. This act imposed a poll tax to be paid by all non-native born people in England over twelve years of age – payable at two different rates – individuals classes as ‘householders’ (generally artisans, tradesmen and other relatively settled people) were to pay 16d each year, while those classed as ‘non-householders’ mainly servants, labourers or migrant workers) were to pay 6d per year. Exemptions were relatively few. Welshmen were specifically exempt (as a conquered territory, Wales was considered part of England), as was anyone who had purchased letters of denization, alien women married to English or Welsh husbands, and members of the religious clergy (though not secular clergy). Alien wives of alien husbands were not explicitly exempt, but while they are often found recorded with their husbands in the returns, they were not charged 
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Photographs taken by K Collins at The National Archives, February 2016
Letters of Denization
Key Facts:
Letters of Denization are another significant group of documents found in the database. These ‘letters’ enabled an immigrant to be given all the rights of an English-born person. Importantly, this included paying the same taxes as an English-born person NOT the extra taxes that immigrants had to pay.
As part of the agreement the immigrant had to ‘renounce allegiance’ or turn against their former ruler in their country of birth. They also had to swear an oath of allegiance to the King of England. This meant that they promised to be faithful to the King of England.  ‘In return, they were to be treated and considered as any English born subject (person) born with the realm (Country)’. 
They also had to pay a considerable fee, which meant that only relatively wealthy immigrants could afford to do this.
In the 1540s a requirement was made that all resident immigrants either take out letters of denziation or leave the country. However, people who were not considered a threat, such as the very young, very old or sick, were sometimes automatically given the letters. Alternatively immigrants were asked to swear oaths of fealty which were similar to the oaths of allegiance in the letters of denization. These oaths protected the immigrants from being mistrusted by the authorities but they still had to pay the extra taxes.
As Dr Jessica Lutkin explains:
‘The vast majority of resident aliens (immigrants) never took out letters of denization, as they could not afford to and had no real need to do so.....Even in the most tense of times, many immigrants must simply have kept quiet and waited for things to get better, probably with the full knowledge and support of their English friends and neighbours’
England’s Immigrants 1330-1550: A New Prospographical Database by Dr Jessica Lutkin (p5)
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Translations of actual letters of denziation – the language is challenging but have a go at picking out the reasons why these two men wanted letters of denziation.
Henry Wyman of York, 26 January 1388 (C 66/325, m. 1; CPR 1385-9, p. 463). 
The king to all to whom [these letters shall come], etc, greetings. Our blessed Henry Wyman of Germany has requested to us that, whereas he is a citizen of our city of York, and has lived in the same for a long time, has a wife and house in the said city, and pays tenths and fifteenth and other charges for his goods and merchandise which aliens are not burdened for their goods and merchandise, just as other citizens of the same city pay, as well as paying other charges on account of his goods and chattels, we might wish to grant to the same Henry that he should be discharged and quit of the three pence in the pound and other charges and customs for bringing his own goods and merchandise into and out of our aforesaid realm which aliens pay beyond that which natives pay and are accustomed to pay for bringing their goods and merchandise into and out of our abovesaid realm, and further that the same Henry may be able to acquire lands, tenements and rents with appurtenances within our same realm, and to sell or alienate them at his will, just as if he were our native liege, and to be held in all things as our native and liege. We, of our especial grace and with the assent of our council, have granted to the same Henry that he should be discharged and quit of the three pence in the pound and the other prests and customs for bringing his own goods and merchandise into and out of our realm aforesaid which aliens pay beyond that which natives pay and are accustomed to pay for bringing their goods and merchandise into or out of our abovesaid realm, and that the aforesaid Henry may be able to acquire lands, tenements and rents with appurtenances within our same realm, and to sell or alienate them at his will, just as if he were our native liege, and should be held as our native and liege in all things as is aforesaid. In [witness] of which, etc. 
Witness by the king at Westminster, the 26th day of January. By writ of privy seal and for 40 marks paid in the hanaper.
Gervase le Vulre and his wife Joan, 21 January 1441 (C 66/450, m. 21; CPR 1436-41, p. 555).
 The king to all to whom [these letters shall come], etc, greetings. Know that, in consideration of the gracious service that our blessed and faithful secretary, Master Gervase de Vulre, has hitherto given to our most beloved lord and progenitor, and also to us, and which we hope he will do in the future, we, of our especial grace, for us and our successors, have given and do give by these present [letters] to the same Master Gervase and to Joan his spouse, both originally deriving from our realm of France, that they and each of them shall henceforth be natives in our realm of England, and shall in all things be considered, treated, held and reputed as our true lieges of our said realm of England, and that Gervase himself should be a suitable person to have and hold offices and administrations given and collated to him by us or by any prelates or other persons of our realm of England or elsewhere, or to which he has been or will be given or collated, possessing it or them without impediment in perpetuity or for as long as seems good to him. And also that Gervase and Joan his wife, and either of them, may be able to demand, purchase, buy and receive, sell, grant, give, enjoy, inherit, succeed to and possess lands, tenements, rents, revenues, services, advowsons, reversions and other possessions whatsoever freely in all things, just as our other true lieges born in our said realm of England do and are able to do, having and holding the abovesaid lands, tenements, rents, revenues, services, advowsons, reversions and other possessions to them, their heirs and assigns, without reason from them or either of them, in perpetuity and otherwise. And that the aforenamed Gervase and Joan his wife, and their heirs, shall be able to move and plead all manner of actions and complaints, both real and personal or mixed, in any of our courts and elsewhere, in the same manner as our other lieges, and to be impleaded by others, freely and wholly without interference or impediment from us or our heirs, or from our ministers or any others whatsoever. And that notwithstanding that the aforesaid Gervase and Joan did and do originate from outside our same realm of England. Provided that the same Gervase and Joan should perform liege homage to us, and contribute lot and scot in the same manner as our other lieges. In [witness] of which etc. 
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