	 WORKSHEET 2A : TRADE AND MIGRATION 1560-1600

 PROTESTANT REFUGEES, THE NEW DRAPERIES AND THEIR IMPACT

Section A- Reading and learning 

	What were the ‘new draperies’? 

These were new kinds of textiles which had been developed in northern France, Flanders and the Netherlands which were lighter and more colourful than the predominant English woollen cloth of the time.    

‘Old’ Draperies                                                        New Draperies 

Made from carded, short staple wool                      Made from combed, long staple wool

(roughly brushed, short strands)                           (more smoothly brushed, longer strands)

[image: image1.jpg]UNIVERSITY

TN W AThe National Archives




Rougher, durable and heavier fabric                      Lighter, less durable fabric   

Made entirely of wool                                             Could be mixed eg with linen or silk

Limited variety in colour and style                          Greater range of fabrics and colours                                                  



	Why were they such a sensation?
Imagine your experience of cheese was just English cheddar and then you had some French visitors who introduced you to a range of continental cheeses! That’s something like the impact the new draperies had on England.

While it’s not true that England only produced woollen broadcloth (fabrics called kersey and also worsted were produced), English textiles were in a state of stalemate by the mid 1550s.   Exports were declining and English producers were struggling to compete with their more versatile continental rivals.  In an effort to revive the wool trade and increase demand, the Queen even passed a law saying that all men except nobles had to wear a woollen cap on Sundays.

 These new, lighter cloths were more attractive to buyers in southern Europe and, because they wore out more quickly, had to be replaced more often. 


	How were the ‘new draperies’ introduced? 
Large numbers of weavers from the Netherlands and northern France moved to England   mainly to evade religious persecution but also to seek out business opportunities.   They brought with them the techniques of making lighter fabrics and in due course passed their skills on to the English population.  The English government encouraged them to settle by giving grants and exempting them from some regulations.  Migrants were encouraged to spread their skills, for instance, they were not allowed to employ more alien journeymen (trainees) than English ones.


	How many foreign migrants came and where did they settle? 
It is hard to be sure of exact numbers but it may have been as many as 50 000. Some only came for a few years and then returned home.  They settled in East Anglia, especially the cities of Norwich and Colchester, in Kent, and in ports such as Southampton as well as London. In 1582 there were 4 600 ‘aliens’ in Norwich making up a third of the city’s estimated population. 


	What was the impact of the new draperies on English trade?
They certainly revived England’s textile trade. By 1600 the new cloths made up 20% of English exports and were bringing in £250 000 a year. They provided employment too: in mid 16th century Norwich less than 20% of the male working population had jobs in textiles but by the early 17th century it was 37%. It was not only the cloth trade itself that prospered. Lots of associated crafts were stimulated by the influx of the migrants: stocking knitting, dyeing, ribbon and lace making, starching, silk twisting and wool combing to name a few. 
 

	Did the migrants get a warm welcome?

Not always. While the national government and most local authorities supported them, local communities often treated them with distrust.
A bill brought before the parliament of 1593 by the city of London listed the following concerns:

· Undercutting of prices
· Loss of jobs for English workers

· Money from profits made being sent overseas

· Failure to integrate with the English community

· Their comparative wealth (and the suspicion they were avoiding taxes)

· Their begging on the streets (although these last two seem to contradict each other!)

The bill was passed by 162 to 82 votes but was thrown out by the House of Lords later.

There is certainly evidence that these foreign settlers encountered prejudice and hostility, especially at times of hardship and from the poorer sectors of the community. This took a range of forms from graffiti on their churchyard walls to local laws imposing an 8pm curfew.   They were not allowed to become freemen on equal terms to English citizens until 1598.

Yet in many cases they were also defended by people impressed by their skills, hard work and religious practices.


	Did their different religious views cause problems?
Although England was a Protestant country and the French, Dutch and Flemish refugees were also Protestant, this did not necessarily lead to religious harmony. Elizabeth’s church kept some aspects of the old Catholic church such as choral music and priests wearing vestments.   The foreign arrivals were mostly Calvinist and adopted a much stricter and plainer form of worship. Many of them did not want to go to the Church of England services and so set up so-called ‘Stranger Churches’. This increased suspicion against them.  
Queen Elizabeth was so worried about this that she gave orders that  her archbishop should investigate to find out if the ‘strangers’ were ‘infected with dangerous opinions contrarie to the faithe of christes churche as anabaptists and such other sectaries (religious sects)’.



	So how much of an impact did the migrants make on trade and society?
There can be no doubt that they transformed the textile trade and they had a major impact on towns in southern and eastern England. It should be remembered, however, that there were areas in the north and west not affected by their arrival and trades and crafts which prospered without their influence, such as Honiton lace in Devon. Furthermore, it was not only skills in cloth making brought over by religious refugees.  Newcastle’s glass industry was boosted by the arrival of Huguenot (French Protestant) glass blowers from Lorraine. 


WORKSHEET 2A: PROTESTANT REFUGEES, THE NEW DRAPERIES AND THEIR IMPACT 

Section B – Developing your knowledge and understanding

Complete this sheet by including supporting evidence using the handout and your textbook.

1. Migrants from France, the Netherlands and Flanders came to England primarily due to religious persecution in their own countries. 

This is mostly true because 

but ….

2. Before their arrival, England only produced one sort of cloth.  

This is mostly true because 

but ….

3. The skills of the new migrants transformed the English textile trade. 

This is mostly true because 

but ….

4. The migrants were mostly welcomed into English society and integrated quickly. 

This is mostly true because 

but…
Section C: Reaching developed judgements
Summing up: How far was England’s textile trade changed by migration in the years 1560-1600?


1. Study the summary paragraph above written by Eric Kerridge.  Highlight the adjectives and adverbs in his judgement paragraph.    How do these words help you to judge nature, pace and extent of change?

2. Now write his name and an arrow on the line graph below to signify how far he thinks the textile trade was changed in this time. 

3. Now, considering all you have learnt so far, put your own name and an arrow on the line. 

4. Share nouns, adverbs, adjectives and verbs which describe the nature, extent and pace of change in your groups.

5. Keeping it simple and clear, write your own summary paragraph about the nature and extent of change. 

How far was England’s textile trade changed by migration in the years 1560-1600?



Your summary paragraph:
The diffusion of textile arts from the Netherlands to England and vice versa  was no novelty in itself but the transference that took place in the 1560s and after was on an unprecedented scale, spanned an unusually wide range of fabrics , was overwhelmingly in one direction and was abnormally compressed into a short space of time.





E Kerridge, Textile Manufacturers in Early Modern England, (1988) p. 67
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