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Research using the England’s Immigrants database:
Briefing and Recording Sheet 

Team One: The Alien Subsidy of 1483

What was it? 

This was a one off tax on foreigners introduced to raise money for the king.   

Who had to pay? 

Foreigners born outside England who were over 12 years of age. Foreign women married to English or Welsh husbands were exempt and those who had bought a ‘letter of denization’.  Wives were generally not required to pay, nor were children so they are mostly missed off this record.  Remember that Scotland was a foreign country at this time so you will find records of Scottish people. 

How was the tax collecting organised? 

Local justices of the peace (JPs) were responsible for making a list of aliens and sending this to the Exchequer (the government finance department).   They would use local sheriffs and officials to draw up the list of names of people in the neighbourhood and to order them to pay the tax. It was usually collected as a single payment.  

Did everyone pay the same? 

No. Householders (ie those who owned their homes) paid a higher rate. In this subsidy merchants and  those who owned brewing houses had to pay an especially  high rate.   

Does this cover the whole country? Mostly. There were big differences in the thoroughness of the process of collection as it relied on local people to provide names. Some records have been lost or decayed. The records of this taxation are particularly good for London but can be more patchy for other areas of the country. 
What sort of information is included in the record? 

The records provide the names, places of residence, origins, occupations and gender of those who paid the tax. Sometimes there is more information such as the number of apprentices they employ or whether they are married and have children.  
What are the problems in using this evidence? 

There are lots!  Some officials were neat and careful; others slapdash and casual. Ideas about nationality were much more blurred in those days and local English people might not understand them and might use different names for people from the same modern day state. Writing and spelling mean that it is often difficult to make out a name. In some records married women are included and in others they are omitted. 
	RESEARCH USING THE ENGLAND’S IMMIGRANTS DATABASE

TEAM 1: THE ALIEN SUBSIDY OF 1483

· Go to the database:

· https://www.englandsimmigrants.com/
· Go to quick search.

· Type in an *, set the date to 1480 to 1490 and press enter.


	Task 
	Instructions 
	Key questions
	Your response 

	1. General patterns of trade and migration
	Go to occupation heading on the left hand side. Use the graph and map tools at the bottom of this section. 

	1. Apart from servants, what were the five most common occupations for  migrants at this time? 
2. In which areas of the country did they mainly settle? 

3. From which               countries did they come? 


	

	2. Case study
	Go to Quick Search and research the names given. Click on ‘full record’ on the right hand side. 
	 Study the full records  of  the following: 

Jacobus Bracy,

Mariona Jerbray 

Godfridus Speryng. 

What do these records suggest about the role of migrants in the local society and economy? 

	

	3. Deeper study


	Read the additional information sheet.

Worksheet 1Bi (info). 
	Make notes on the general patterns of trades and migration under the headings occupation, social status and economic status using the information on the sheet.


	

	4. Open Research 
	Use the ‘Residence: county’ tab. 

Find names of 3 migrants who live closest to where you live now.  


	Review these examples.   What conclusions might you draw about the role migrants played in society and economy in your area of the country at this time ? 
	


WORKSHEET 1Bi (info)

TEAM 2 TASK 2 DEEPER STUDY INFORMATION SHEET

(from the research of J. L. Bolton)

J.L. Bolton conducted extensive research into the migrant community in London using the alien subsidy rolls.  He concluded that the ‘alien’ community made up around 6% of the London population and there were about 3 400 foreign born men, women and children living in London at this time. 

Extract from J.L. Bolton The Alien Communities of London in the Fifteenth Century: The Subsidy Rolls of 1440 and 1483-4 (1998)

A clear picture begins to emerge of the city’s alien community in 1483-4.  It was composed mainly of householders (people who own their own homes), artisans and craftsmen. There was a range of occupations and most of the householding masters employed live-in servants, overwhelmingly males. Alongside them was a substantial number of young men working for Englishmen and perhaps staying in England for short periods only. Units of production were mostly small whilst some of the goldsmiths may have grown rich on the profits of the luxury trade, for the most part alien households were supplying a wider demand for basic goods and services… Cloth/ clothing, leather and metalworking predominate, with substantial numbers of tailors, cordwainers, goldsmiths and skinners. (p. 23)

The table below summarises the findings of Bolton’s research using the 1483 Subsidy Roll in London. 

	ALIEN OCCUPATIONS IN LONDON IN 1483

	Category
	Number
	% of sample
	% of total

	Cloth/ Clothing
	259
	20
	16.2

	Leather/ Leather working
	168
	13
	10.5

	Metal working 
	144
	11.1
	9

	Brewing
	119
	9.2
	7.5

	Victualling ( providing food)
	5
	0.4
	0.3

	Craftsmen
	35
	2.7
	2.2

	Merchants 
	25
	1.9
	1.6


Some individuals highlighted in Bolton’s research: 

· John Evynger, a German brewer, who described himself as a ‘citizen’ in his will although no letter of denization has been found.  A long term London resident, he was married and had a son and daughter.  He imported large amounts of hops and also exported beer out of London.  

· Peter Wolff, a German merchant, living in London for three months, described as an importer of general merchandise and exporter of rabbit skins, tin, pewter, tallow and candles.

· William de Machlinia (or Mechelen/ Malines), a  Flemish bookprinter, who in partnership with another immigrant, the Lithuanian John Lettou, set up a successful printing business, specialising in legal books. 

· Alexander Effamatos, a Greek goldwiredrawer, who had lived in London with his brother for over 40 years. 
WORKSHEET 1Bi










