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Research using the England’s Immigrants Database:
Briefing and Recording Sheet 

Team Three: The Westminster Denization Roll of 1545
What was a letter of denization? 

This was a formal document issued by the crown which gave a foreign resident in England the rights of any other English subject.   It is a bit like a certificate of citizenship. 

What did you have to do to get a letter of denization?  

You had to pay a fee and take an oath of loyalty to the Crown.  The fee was quite high so you had to be relatively well off to apply for one. 

Why did people apply for letters of denization? 

At times of tension and possible war, foreigners could often be expelled and a letter of denization prevented this. In the mid 1540s Henry V111 was worried about the threat from France so he ordered that all foreigners, especially those living on the south coast, were to take English denization or leave the country.

It also enabled you and your descendants to acquire lands, property rights and to be treated as an equal in the English courts. You were also supposed to be exempt from any taxes imposed on foreigners – though this did not always happen. If you were a foreign-born goldsmith in London who wanted to open a shop or a brewer in Norwich who wanted to buy a house, you would have to get a letter of denization first. 
What sort of information do these documents tell us? 

This roll (or list) contains the names of over 2,600 individuals, often together with extensive details of their home towns, marital status, children, occupations, as well as other incidental information.
Does it cover the whole country? 

No. The main concern was the south of England so most of the information applies to those regions. 
What are the problems in using this evidence? 

There are lots! The information provides only a partial picture of the migrant community at this time. Only the better off could afford to apply for a letter of denization and it was mostly people in the south who were involved.  Some valuable workers such as French iron workers, useful for making cannons, were excused the need to become denizens. Like all documents from this time some parts are easier to decipher than others and recording of nationality was not as straightforward as it is today.   
	RESEARCH USING THE ENGLAND’S IMMIGRANTS DATABASE

TEAM 3: THE WESTMINSTER DENIZATION ROLL OF 1545  
· Go to the database:

· https://www.englandsimmigrants.com/
· Go to quick search.

· Type in an *, set the date to 1540 to 1550 and press enter.



	Task 
	Instructions 
	Key questions
	Your response 

	1. General patterns of trade and migration
	Go to occupation heading on the left hand side. Use the graph and map tools at the bottom of this section. 

	1. Apart from servants, list five other occupations for migrants at this time? 
2. In which areas of the country did they mainly settle? 

3. From which               countries did they come? 


	

	2. Case study
	Go to advanced search and type in: 
(i) John Gurbyn

(ii) Jermayne Perrygoo

(iii) Fowkys Cavell

(iv) Alexander Hayes

Click on full record on the right side. 

	Study these full records.
What do their records suggest about their roles in the local society and economy?

	

	3. Deeper study 


	Study the Worksheet 1Biii(info).  
	Write brief notes on the alien community in London in these years. 
	

	4. Open research


	Use the occupation tab.  


	Find examples of migrants doing different trades in different areas of the country. What do their details suggest about migrants and trade at this time?  


	


WORKSHEET 1Biii (info)

CASE STUDY OF THE ALIEN COMMUNITY IN LONDON 

The numbers of foreign born people living in London 

Historians can only provide rough estimates from the evidence available but it is likely that there were around 5,000 to 6,000 migrants living in London in Henry VIII’s reign. By the middle of the sixteenth century this may have risen to as many as 10 000, making up about 12.5% of the population although there was a decline in the reign of Queen Mary. 

Main occupations of the foreign born community

Migrants from Northern Europe (predominantly modern day Germany, Netherlands and Belgium) were mainly craftsmen. There were significant numbers of weavers, shoemakers, cap and hat makers, goldsmiths, tailors and brewers. The printing trade was greatly improved in England by the arrival of foreign experts. 

The Italian community in London generally worked in trade or as clerks or supervisors. This reflects the importance of commerce with ports such as Venice. 

Scottish and French residents in London were mostly working as servants although there were a few who were with skills such as tailoring or carpentry. 

The king and court prized the expertise of foreign workers.  The work of Henry VIII’s foreign cutler (maker of cutlery) was greatly admired and Henry VII had a black trumpeter he employed in his court.  

Integration with the English community

It is very difficult to tell how far this foreign born community mixed with the locals.   There is some evidence they tended to group together in their own communities; one comment in Henry VIII’s reign was that Tottenham had ‘turned French’ and there was a cluster of foreign craftsmen working in Southwark. The Hanse merchants, an organisation of German traders with special privileges, were based in the Steelyard in Dowgate Ward. However, most of the ordinary foreign craftsmen were scattered around the neighbourhoods of London amongst all the native born residents. 

Lutkin’s research into the Westminster denization roll of 1544 showed that many migrant families had children and only a small number of these were born abroad.   There is certainly evidence of inter-marriage. One example is Archilius de la Garde, who had been married to an English woman for twenty eight years. 

Tensions between the foreign born and English community

In times of hardship it was common for the foreign born residents of London to experience hostility and suspicion as you will see in your study of the May Day riots of 1517. From the 1520s this distrust was often increased by the fact that merchants and craftsmen travelling between northern Europe and England were exposed to new radical religious thinking, such as vernacular bibles or Protestant literature. As early as 1522 a Dutchman in London was interrogated by Wolsey for publishing a book of unacceptable spiritual ideas. In 1526-7 the Steelyard, where the Hanse merchants were based, was raided on several occasions and merchants were forced to hand over heretical books and pamphlets they had brought into the country. 

WORKSHEET Biii










