Expression of interest form guidance

Please use this form if you wish to express interest in co-supervising a Collaborative Doctoral Partnership (CDP) with the Thames Consortium starting in 2018-19.

To complete this form, you will need to be a member of academic staff at a Research Organisation directly supported by the UK funding councils. Potential students cannot apply for the scheme using this form.

Please return your form by Thursday 14 September 2017 at 17:00 to one of the following email addresses: 

· research@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk if the lead heritage organisation is The National Archives

· research@rmg.co.uk if the lead heritage organisation is the National Maritime Museum 

· TBentley@npg.org.uk if the lead heritage organisation is the National Portrait Gallery

If you would like to be put in touch with a Thames Consortium staff member to discuss your project idea, you can use one of the email addresses above. Discussion at an early stage is recommended, to strengthen collaboration. 
Note on resubmissions: if you have previously submitted a full CDP proposal to the Thames Consortium and it has reached the external panel stage and been unsuccessful, you cannot submit exactly the same proposal again. Before being resubmitted, the proposal would need to be revised to make it substantially different from the previous one, even if the overall theme remained the same. As a minimum, this would include responding to any feedback received from the panel. For further advice please contact the relevant heritage organisation using one of the email addresses above.

1. Details of potential Higher Education Institution (HEI) supervisor(s)
The lead HEI supervisor will have responsibility for co-supervising the student in partnership with at least one supervisor based at an organisation in the Thames Consortium. 

The second HEI supervisor is a person who would be available to take on role of lead HEI supervisor if required, e.g. in cases of staff changes. At this stage, however, it is not compulsory to identify a second HEI supervisor.
All applicants invited to submit a full CDP proposal will be required to confirm that they have the approval of their Heads of Department. 
2. Details of potential lead heritage organisation 
The lead heritage organisation supervisor will work in partnership with the HEI supervisor to co-supervise the studentship. 
Please identify one organisation in the Thames Consortium as the lead heritage organisation: The National Archives, National Maritime Museum or National Portrait Gallery.
It is not compulsory to name a heritage supervisor at this stage. Applicants who are invited to draw up a full proposal and have not already provided the name of a heritage supervisor will be informed which member of staff in the Thames Consortium could potentially co-supervise the studentship. 

If you have been in touch with a member of staff at the lead heritage organisation who could potentially act as lead heritage supervisor and has reviewed and approved your form, please provide their details here. Please do not provide a person’s name if you have not had their consent to do so. If a member of Thames Consortium staff has expressed willingness to be named as potential heritage supervisor, this does not represent a commitment by the Consortium to take the idea forward to a full proposal. 
The selection of expressions of interest for development into full proposals will depend on there being members of staff within Thames Consortium who have expertise in the relevant area and are available to act as co-supervisors. If invited to proceed to the next stage, the potential HEI and heritage supervisors will then work together to draw up a joint proposal.
3. Details of potential second heritage organisation (if applicable)
In the past, some Thames Consortium CDPs have been undertaken in partnership by more than one organisation in the Consortium. If you wish to do this, please state the name of second organisation here. However, this is optional and not compulsory.

The second heritage supervisor is a member of staff in the relevant heritage organisation who could work in collaboration with the lead HEI and heritage supervisors to co-supervise the student. If you have been in touch with a member of staff who could potentially do this and has reviewed and approved your form, please provide their details here. It is not necessary to do so at this stage. The guidance to section 2 above also applies here.
4. Draft title of proposed CDP project
Please provide a title. 
5. Research area(s)
Please state the research area(s) to which this project would contribute, e.g. cultural history; archives; information science and retrieval. 

All the CDP proposals that the Thames Consortium nominates to the AHRC (Arts and Humanities Research Council) must fall within the AHRC’s subject areas in the arts and humanities, which are broadly defined. Read more about the AHRC’s subject coverage in its Research Funding Guide 2016, pages 103-108.
6. Summary of proposed research (500 words maximum) 
Areas to consider when completing this section:

· Research question(s) to be addressed

· Relevant collections or holdings at the heritage organisation(s)

· Significance of the research
· Connections to current, past or future research projects conducted by the heritage organisation(s)
· If applicable, connections to other activities conducted by the heritage organisation(s)
Please note that answers exceeding the word limit will not be considered.
For further information about the Thames Consortium organisations, click on the links below.

The National Archives: 

· Our business plan, Archives Inspire 2015-19
· Our research and scholarship 

· Help with your research
· Our Digital Strategy and Digital Research Roadmap
· Archives Unlocked
National Portrait Gallery:

· Strategic Plan 2009-2015
· Corporate Plan 2015-2018
· Research
National Maritime Museum:

· Our mission
· Royal Museums Greenwich Corporate Plan 2014-2018
· Researchers
· Funded research opportunities
7. Named student details (if applicable)
In most cases, CDPs are advertised to students. However, it is possible to name a particular student in a CDP proposal. This student’s CV and suitability to undertake the project will then be considered as part of the selection process. If you are already discussing your idea with a particular student, please provide their details here. The AHRC’s guidelines on student eligibility apply: see the AHRC’s Training Grant Funding Guide, pages 16-17. 
***

All expressions of interest received by the deadline of Thursday 14 September 2017 at 17:00 will be reviewed by the Thames Consortium, with a limited number selected to be developed into CDP proposals. 
All applicants will be informed of the outcome of the Thames Consortium’s review in early October 2017. Owing to an anticipated high number of expressions of interest, the Thames Consortium will only be able to provide brief feedback to applicants who are not invited to submit a full CDP proposal.
Expressions of interest received after the deadline will not be accepted.
See further information about the selection process and timetable. 
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