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About The National Archives

The National Archives of England, Wales and the 
United Kingdom has one of the largest archival 
collections in the world. It spans 1,000 years of 
British history, from Domesday Book to government 
papers recently released to the public.

Using the reading rooms

Anyone over 14 can become a reader at The National 
Archives on production of formal identification. This 
allows you to access the reading rooms where you 
can choose to see, and in most cases handle, original 
documents up to 1,000 years old.

Registration is free and easy. You will be required 
to have your photograph taken for your reader’s 
ticket but the registration process should take no 
longer than ten minutes. Please bring some form of 
identification with you (such as a passport, driving 
licence or bank card).

Contact us

For more information on The National Archives visit

nationalarchives.gov.uk
or telephone 020 8876 3444

Getting to The National Archives

Tube: Kew Gardens (District line)

Rail: Kew Bridge (SouthWest trains from Waterloo)  
 Kew Gardens (Silverlink Metro)

Bus: R68 stops near the entrance to The National   
 Archives (from Hampton Court via Richmond)
 Other buses stop nearby:
 65 (Ealing to Kingston)
 237 (Shepherd’s Bush to Hounslow)
 267 (Hammersmith to Fulwell)
 391 (Fulham to Richmond)

Car: Parking is available (via Bessant Drive)

For further information on finding us, visit
nationalarchives.gov.uk/visit
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Information on local accommodation can be 
obtained from Richmond Information Centre
www.visitrichmond.co.uk
Telephone 020 8940 0057
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The first English revolution?
England during the Barons’ War, 1258-67

This conference is to commemorate the 750th 
anniversary of the confrontation at Westminster 
between Henry III and his barons in April 1258. 
The nine years following this event are one of the 
most important but least understood periods in 
English history. Before eventually spiralling into a 
bitter civil war, a significant section of England’s 
baronage attempted to transform the governance 
of the realm by imposing a programme of reform 
that was more far more radical and wide ranging 
than Magna Carta in 1215. Its radicalism was such 
that nothing like it was to recur until the political 
upheavals of the seventeenth century. Simon de 
Montfort, its champion, was the first leader of a 
political movement to seize power and govern in the 
king’s name. Based heavily upon documents held by 
The National Archives, the conference will showcase 
recent research on this crucial period.

Leading academics from across the United Kingdom 
will discuss topics such as the roles played by 
Eleanor de Montfort and the Lord Edward, reform 
of the Exchequer and the downfall of the provisions 
of Oxford and Westminster in 1261. Each group of 
papers is followed by a question and answer session, 
and delegates will be able to discuss The National 
Archives research with members of staff.

During the registration period delegates will also 
have the chance to view an exclusive presentation of 
original documents from the period.

Tickets can be booked online at:
nationalarchives.gov.uk/events

Conference programme

Saturday 5 April 2008

9.00am Registration and coffee

10.00am Session One:
 Mathew Paris and the crisis of 1258-9
 David Carpenter, King’s College London

 1261: The downfall of the provisions and  
  the recovery of royal power
 Huw Ridgeway, Sherborne School

 Crisis management: baronial reform at   
  the Exchequer
 Nick Barratt, independent scholar

12.15pm Lunch

1.15pm Session Two:
 The experience of some alien Curiales in   
  the period of baronial reform
 Michael Ray, independent scholar

 Shifting sands: the knightly elite and its   
  reaction to the Reformist movement
 Adrian Jobson, The National Archives

2.45pm Tea

3.15pm Session Three:
 The role of the Lord Edward
 Marc Morris, independent scholar

 Eleanor de Montfort and the Barons’ War
 Louise Wilkinson, Canterbury Christ   
  Church University

4.45pm Close

Booking form

The first English revolution?
A one-day conference at The National Archives
Saturday 5 April 2008

Name

Address

Email

Telephone

Tickets required:

  full-price ticket(s) at £33 each

  concession* ticket(s) at £26.50 each

    =  total 

*Concession tickets are available for full-time students, senior citizens, 

under 18s, unwaged (ES40) and Friends of The National Archives.

If you are booking places for other delegates as well 
as yourself, please include their names separately.

Ticket prices include tea, coffee and lunch. Please 
inform us in advance of any dietary requirements.

Please return this form (with a cheque for the total 
amount made payable to The National Archives) to
Reader and Customer Services at the address overleaf.

 £


