Historical background: history of local government
At the beginning of the 19th century local responsibility for public health was divided between vestries, manorial courts, boroughs and improvement commissioners established by local Act of Parliament. Modernisation began with the Public Health Act 1848, under which a municipal corporation might, by resolution of its members, seek to become a local board of health. Any other area might adopt the Act by a lengthy procedure involving a petition of ratepayers, an enquiry by The General Board of Health, a report and finally an Order in Council, which led to the election of a Local Board of Health. In towns which had improvement commissioners under a local Act public health might remain in their hands. Local Boards of Health had to appoint a surveyor and inspector of nuisances, as well as a clerk and treasurer, and might appoint a medical officer. They were given powers to deal with sewers, drains, street-cleansing, nuisances, slaughter-houses, lodging-houses and cellar dwellings.

The Local Government Act 1858 strengthened the powers of Local Boards and simplified and encouraged the adoption of the Act by far more places. Finally, the Public Health Act 1872 divided the whole country into sanitary districts. In corporate boroughs the municipal corporation was to be the Urban Sanitary Authority, existing Local Boards of Health became Urban Sanitary Authorities too, while the rest of the country was divided into Rural Sanitary Authorities. The Local Government Act 1888 changed the status of some large towns and cities to County Borough Councils, while a further Local Government Act in 1894 replaced sanitary authorities with Urban and Rural District Councils.

In the late 1920s and 1930s the network of Urban and Rural District Councils was reviewed county by county and the number of authorities was reduced through amalgamation.  The Local Government Act 1972 abolished the existing pattern of County Boroughs, Municipal Boroughs, Urban Districts and Rural Districts, and replaced them by new Metropolitan Boroughs and Non-Metropolitan Districts which came into being in 1974.  This pattern of local Government survives until 1996, when further changes began.

The history of local government in the built-up area of London (originally forming parts of Middlesex, Essex, Kent and Surrey) is significantly different.  A Metropolitan Buildings Office was created in 1845 to regulate the construction and use of buildings in the metropolitan area of London, and was superseded by the Metropolitan Board of Works in 1855; the district offices of the Board of Works continued to administer the building bye-laws after the Board itself was replaced by London County Council (LCC) in 1889, but in 1900 the LCC area was divided into Metropolitan Boroughs and these took over the responsibility.  By 1965 the built-up area had expanded well beyond the LCC boundary and the LCC was replaced by the Greater London Council covering a much wider area, which was divided into the present 32 London boroughs and the City of London. The 32 London boroughs became responsible for building control matters, and they retain this responsibility today.
Historical background: building control

Local bye-laws enforcing standards for new building were first introduced in London after the Great Fire in 1666, and were also included in the Improvement Acts passed for some towns in the 18th and 19th century.  Outside London, the first general power to make such regulations was included in the Public Health Act 1848, which allowed urban local authorities to make bye-laws relating to public health.  The Local Government Act 1858 extended this explicitly to the structure and stability of buildings, the space around them and the control of fire, and the provisions were extended to rural areas by the Public Health Act 1875.  
Model bye-laws were issued for authorities to follow in applying the Act, and these required the deposit of plans of all intended new buildings or alterations to existing buildings with local councils for their approval.  Most authorities also maintained registers of applications, and some also created street indexes and indexes of applicants to make it easier to keep track of applications and ensure consistent decision-making.  Local byelaws were superseded by national building regulations in 1966, and the system remains in operation, currently under the Building Act 1984.  

Nature of the records

The building control process is entirely separate to and parallel with planning control, and some building works require Building Regulation Approval but not Planning Permission and vice versa (so there is no automatic overlap in the records).  Most erections, alterations, extensions or conversions of buildings are subject to Building Regulation Approval although certain minor works are exempted.
Site inspections are carried out at various stages and a Completion or Regularisation Certificate is issued after final inspection when the works have been assessed as compliant with the Building Regulations.

Building control records typically consist of envelopes, folders or rolls containing plans deposited by the applicant, specifications, application forms, approval/rejection notices, correspondence and records of site visits and inspections, although some archives have selected only some of this documentation for preservation.
Survival and selection

The scale of the records generated has militated against their survival, and has also encouraged many archive services to conduct purposive sampling exercises or other forms of weeding to reduce the bulk of the records.  Many plans were submitted on tracing paper or as dyeline copies which have suffered embrittlement or rapid fading, with the result that surviving records may be in poor condition or illegible, and this too has affected survival and cataloguing.  

Some authorities rely on the original registers as a finding aid for the plans themselves, and partly for this reason the records are not well represented in on-line catalogues.

Presentation of the survey findings
The four spreadsheets are arranged alphabetically by county and then by the name of the authority.  All authorities which existed after 1894, however briefly, should be included, whether or not there are any surviving records known.  Records which survive from authorities which ceased to exist before 1894 will be included with those of the immediately succeeding authority.
For each authority there are a minimum of two lines in the spreadsheet, describing surviving registers and deposited plans respectively. Gaps in coverage of more than two years after 1894 are indicated by an additional line in the spreadsheet, which are lightly 'greyed out'. 
For each group of surviving records, the following details are provided where they are known: the name of the organisation holding the records; the reference number(s) of the records, if one has been assigned; the extent (i.e. quantity) of the records; and any comments on condition, state of cataloguing, or means of access that the holding institution has supplied.
