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Archives are the 
closest thing we have 
to a time machine

Explore Your Archive



Welcome to A Year in Archives, a 
chance to review the achievements of 
archives throughout 2013-14. We want 
to celebrate archives, give inspiration, 
show how good initiatives work and 
difficulties could be overcome. We're 
delighted to share with you the depth 
and range of archives' contributions 
to society and to highlight some of the 
quirky and fascinating finds and facts 
that surfaced during the year. Case 
studies on innovative developments 
show what can be achieved with 
budgets big and small, through 
partnership and creative thinking. We 
hope you will find it an inspiring read!

Jeff James
Chief Executive and Keeper, 
The National Archives



‘In Exchange: 
putting archives to 
work’: Archives and 
the student learning 
experience
It seems amazing how the acquisition of 
45 boxes of departmental files can make 
such a difference to an organisation, 
encouraging new and creative thinking 
about managing collections. 

The Museum at Central Saint Martins collects 
and cares for material relating to the history of 
Central Saint Martins and its founding colleges, 
St Martin’s School of Art and the Central 
School of Arts and Crafts/Design.

It makes it accessible to the public for research 
and study as part of its Study Collection. 
Following the acquisition in 2010-2011, staff 
explored new ways of resourcing some of its 
collections work, looking at the possibility 
of integrating it with course work offered by 
the college.

The outcome was an annual project, now 
run as a formal course module, which is 
undertaken by students from the MA Culture, 
Criticism and Curation course. 

Feedback on the project was overwhelmingly 
positive and the students generally felt they 
had a much better understanding of archives as 
well as gaining new skills by taking this module.

Read the full case study here: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
archives-sector/case-studies.htm

Find out more about the Central Saint Martins Museum and Study Collection: 
www.csm.arts.ac.uk/museum/

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/case-studies.htm


Explore Your Archive

Humorous Poems 
Kendal Archive Centre’s ‘Explore 

Your Archive’ story box focused 
on the writer Alfred Wainwright, 
famous for his pictorial guides to 
the Lake District. His archive gives 
a fascinating insight into how he 

created these unique and enduring 
books. The centre looked at his early 
years, including cartoons, amusing 

poems and his first sketches of 
buildings and landscapes. 



The 
Sheffield 
Jungle 
Over the last four years the National Fairground 
Archive undertook a strategic approach to 
outreach, linking the archive with teaching and 
research at the University of Sheffield. Building 
on existing relationships between the University 
Library and University departments, staff 
engaged with academics by presenting archival 
material that matched their teaching areas. 
Identifying different themes and researching 
material within the archive was a key feature 

of the project. This approach was strengthened 
further by developing a ‘scaffolding’ approach 
and creating a web resource based on ‘The 
Sheffield Jungle’, a large travelling menagerie that 
occupied a vacant hall in the city for two periods 
of six months prior to the First World War.

The project helped students gain experience in 
making history public and using the material in 
their work. It also gave a strong foundation for 
academic engagement, creating a platform for 
archives to build on.

For more information about the approach and the challenges, see: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/case-studies.htm





In 2014, Lenny Henry was 
on hand to officially launch 

the new Archives and Local 
History Centre in Dudley





Seen on Twitter 
Use of archives @BarnsArchives 
up 1600% in their lovely new 
building. Wow! That’s great.
Stefanie Archivist @stefarchivist

Interview w/ @RobertElms this 
aft has resulted in 5 volunteers 
coming forth for our    
@heritagelottery funded project  
http://bit.ly/1lxVLqr
suttonarchives @SuttonArchives

Ribbon cutting at @bcaheritage 
dedication ceremony with 
patrons, includin Colin Jackson 
plus HLF’s Jane Stancliffe 
Heritage Lottery @heritagelottery

“@Asbirdwood: Never felt more 
like a member of this city than 
walking into new library space.
pic.twitter.com/DRfKvJMAje”@
archivesplus packed!
Janice Tullock @JTullock

pic.twitter.com/DRfKvJMAje


Hull named as City of Culture 
2017: http://mus.ms/1ehUG1v 
#hull2017 #cityofculture #hull
Museums Association @museum_news

Our first volunteer training 
day! @BishopsgateInst Oral 
#History with @historitage pic.
twitter.com/xL1hNx20p2
EverydayMuslim @Everyday_Muslim 

https://twitter.com/Everyday_Muslim/status/424483523383545856/photo/1


Services across 
Staffordshire 
come together to 
commemorate the 
First World War
Since 2012 a steering group in Staffordshire has 
been working hard to establish their key themes 
for the First World War centenary

A successful bid was submitted to Arts Council 
England for funding to investigate how the 
county’s resources might be exploited to 
create an accessible range of events across the 
county, exploring whether the Home Front had 
the potential to engage new audiences in the 
community’s experience of the war.

This was followed by an 
extensive scoping exercise 
to see where the strengths 
of local collections lay. 
A team of 8 researchers was appointed to explore 
the records of Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent 
Archive Service, Keele University and various 
libraries and museums in Staffordshire.

But knowing what the collections hold was 
not enough to attract the right audiences 
and open up the archives to the community. 
What was needed was a strong marketing and 
communication strategy leading on audience 
needs, surveys, branding and dissemination 
plans. To address this need, marketing and 
communication personnel were quickly 
appointed and the documents they produced 
were used to support other bids for funding, 
enabling Staffordshire to offer a versatile 
programme for the centenary.

A full website has been created to offer information, support partners and offer advice to individual 
who wish to commemorate the war.  To find out more, visit: www.staffordshiregreatwar.com



Blog:
The secret power of Archives

“That look of absolute astonishment on the 
children’s faces is there again when I show 
them into a strongroom, with its high stacks 
of books and boxes on tall shelves. I tell 
them about how we keep the documents 
secure, try to shelter them from water, fire, 
pests and dust and mould, how we fix them 
if they get damaged, and how we surround 
them with so much care, almost as if they 
were living beings. ‘You must really care a lot 
about these documents,’ said a Year 2 girl, in 
a thoughtful, deliberate sort of way.”
Marta Lomza, opening up archives trainee, London 
Metropolitan Archives

Follow the blog here: blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/
secret-power-archives/

blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/secret-power-archives/




Quakers offer 
another view 
of the First 
World War
Being a Quaker in wartime was not a simple story 
of conscientious objections or white feathers. 
Some people who were opposed to fighting 
joined the Friends’ Ambulance Unit (FAU), 
working close to the frontline – and unarmed – in 
ambulance convoys and medical stations, and 
treating wounded soldiers and civilians. 

Nearly a quarter of a million sick and wounded 
soldiers were carried by FAU ambulance convoys, 
and 21 FAU members died whilst in service. 

In 1916, through the work of Quakers and 
others the ‘conscience clause’ was enshrined 
in British law, the first time the legal right to 
refuse to fight was recognised. It is these types 
of activities which inspired the organisation’s 
centenary programme.

A four-year project that started in summer 2013 
is using powerful documents found in archives to 
tell the moving stories of this community.

For more information and a timeline of 
defining moments in national and Quaker 
history, go to: www.quaker.org.uk/ww1map 



Explore Your Archive

Berkshire Record Office’s 
‘Downton Abbey’ style 

exhibition featured records 
relating to the Victorian and 
Edwardian owners of Bisham 

Abbey. Bisham Abbey was not 
as grand a house as Downton 

Abbey but the Vansittart 
Neales struggled financially 

to keep the estate going. The 
joys and sorrows of family life 

are detailed in their diaries, 
photographs and drawings.

In June 2013 the renovated 
town hall became home to the 

Experience Barnsley Museum 
and Discovery Centre.



In June 2013 the renovated 
town hall became home to the 

Experience Barnsley Museum 
and Discovery Centre.



Cumbria 
Archive Service: 
creating a vision 
statement
During the summer of 2013 Cumbria Archive 
Service updated its vision to reflect its 
direction and purpose for the 21st century.  The 
aim was to create a striking vision statement 
which explained the value of archives to 
Cumbrian people, had meaning and resonance 
for staff, service users and other stakeholders, 
and played an active part in advocacy for the 
archive service.

When developing a vision it can be difficult 
to describe the purpose of the service and its 
ambitions in a concise way that is accessible 
to people who may never have used archives 
before. It is also a challenge to get buy-in 
from staff, who understand the importance of 

having a statement but know that it can be 
difficult to make management see it as more 
than a necessary tick box.

Engaging with all the staff at the very start 
avoided the ‘top down’ approach of consulting 
staff about a draft vision written by the 
management team.  

Following extensive discussions, the feedback 
from staff was condensed to produce a concise 
A4-sized poster explaining what archives are, 
outlining the service’s vision for delivering an 
archive service for everyone in Cumbria, and 
listing the key objectives for the archive service 
to achieve that vision.

The staff consultation produced a strapline 
and vision statement which conveys quickly 
the key reasons why archives are important. 
This received a very positive reaction from 
staff, councillors and other stakeholders.

See www.cumbria.gov.uk

To find out more about the case study contact Anne Rowe, 
County Archivist, anne.rowe@cumbria.gov.uk



How fab for #explorearchives: 
Royal College of Midwives are 
using ARCHI’VE DELIVERED! 
Love it. http://rcogheritage.
wordpress.com/tag/explore-
your-archives/ …
Marie Owens @ARAPubAffairs

http://rcogheritage.wordpress.com


Some of the excellent outputs 
from Enhancing Impact, 
Inspiring Excellence conf: http://
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
archives-sector/conference-
resources.htm … #archives 
#research #breakingbarriers
Mike Mertens @RLUK

Kent Archives
has the earliest known 
drawing of the French 

trapeze artist Monsieur 
Jules Leotard, wearing his 

leotard, from 1861

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk


Country houses 
in times of war: 
the Yorkshire 
Country House 
partnership
In 2013 the Yorkshire Country House 
Partnership launched a collaborative project 
which explored the impact of war on the 
country house and its community through a 
series of linked exhibitions, trails and events.

Nine country houses shared the remarkable 
stories of how war affected them over the 
centuries; influencing their use, occupation and 
ownership. The project aimed to investigate 

the far-reaching social and economic 
consequences of war on country house estates. 
Through the experiences of family members, 
employees and tenants, both in combat and at 
home, the project also explored the impact of 
war at a personal level.

Drawing on paintings, photographs, arms and 
militaria, as well as a rich selection of archival 
sources and oral histories, the exhibitions 
highlighted the pivotal role that war played in 
shaping country house histories and the lives 
of those connected with them.

Find out more at:
www.ychp.org.uk/



Hudd Music Hall 
and its history 
is highlighted 
in an archive 
project 

The project was designed to investigate, 
catalogue and make available the Music Hall 
and Variety archive collected over 50 years by 
the renowned writer, actor and comedian Dr 
Roy Hudd. The archive comprises a nationally 
significant collection of song sheets, posters, 
monologues, programmes, photographs 
and ephemera that tells the story of music 
hall and variety in the United Kingdom from 

around 1850 to the 1970s. As such it makes an 
important contribution to understanding the 
culture and social history of the period.

Volunteers were recruited and trained to 
research and catalogue the archive, items 
were conserved and repackaged, selected 
items were performed, people’s memories 
of music hall and variety were recorded, a 
touring exhibition celebrating the archive was 
produced along with an exhibition blog, and 
the catalogue and archive images were made 
available online. 

For a full case study describing the 
challenges and outcomes of the project, 
see: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
archives-sector/case-studies.htm

You can also explore the catalogue, online exhibition and blog developed through 
the project at: www.suffolk.ac.uk/hudd_music_hall_archive

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/case-studies.htm


Just a 
gentleman’s sport?

You can now 
see the diaries, 
correspondence 

and photographs of 
England cricketer 

Myrtle Maclagan at 
Surrey History Centre

Heritage Lottery Fund 
has awarded over

 
to over 1240 archive 
and library projects

£323m



National Railway Museum has a 3D guidebook 
with glasses from around 1935 (ref: 2000-7689).The guidebook shows 
the interior of the London and North Western Railway Company’s 
carriages, hotels and some holiday resorts all in 3D. This was a ‘modern’ 
campaign to attract customers, a tactic that is still being used today. 

Archives are the closest thing we 
have to a time machine: great blog 
on being a University Archivist 
#explorearchives http://blog.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/
jenny-childs-day-life-archivist …
UOW Archives @UniWestArc

http://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/jenny-childs-day-life-archivist/


Bringing theatre 
and heritage 
together in a 
21st century 
setting 

Battersea Arts Centre is well known for 
‘inventing the future of theatre’, but it is 
also engaging with the past by developing a 
comprehensive, accessible archive.

Battersea Arts Centre Digital Archive, launched 
in November 2013, unites two collections: 
the historical collection dating from when the 
building was a Town Hall (1893-1974), and 

the theatre archive of Battersea Arts Centre 
(1974-present).

The unified physical archive, stored at 
Wandsworth Heritage Centre, is a great 
resource for researchers and provides 
opportunities for local communities to learn 
more about their heritage.

Battersea Arts Centre’s Capital Project, in 
partnership with Haworth Tompkins, aims to 
create a 21st century theatre in a 19th century 
Town Hall. Battersea’s former Town Hall is Grade 
II* listed by English Heritage and has been 
Battersea Arts Centre’s home for over thirty years. 
The three-year Heritage Lottery Fund award 
will enable Battersea Arts Centre to celebrate 
the building and the organisation’s rich heritage, 
making it accessible to thousands more people 
every year.

See the digital archive at: www.bacarchive.org.uk

For the full case study, see: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-
sector/case-studies.htm



Hull History 
Centre wins 2013 
volunteering 
award
A project to make Hull’s Second World War 
records publicly available by using the time 
and talents of 80 volunteers won Hull History 
Centre the prestigious National Archive 
Volunteering Award of 2013.

With a grant from the Cataloguing Grants 
Programme administered by The National 
Archives, Hull History Centre staff were able to 
employ a project archivist to lead the work to 
catalogue the collection, and volunteers were 
recruited to sort and input more than 70,000 
index cards from the Warden Service.  A new 
approach to volunteering was introduced 
across the Council to develop new processes, 
policies and procedures to recruit, guide 

and retain volunteers. The new volunteering 
approach was piloted through the Second 
World War project.

After a massive response to the call for 
volunteers, Hull History Centre offered 
placements to 80 volunteers on a rolling 
programme of work. Under supervision, the 
volunteers cleaned documents, numbered 
Warden Cards or inputted data. Eight volunteers 
were also identified to work with children on a 
new memories project with a local school. In 
all, the project benefited from more than 1400 
volunteer hours in a single year.

The judges were unanimous in awarding the 
annual volunteering prize to Hull History 
Centre, praising the sustainability of the new 
volunteering processes and practices, the 
impressive outcomes of the project and the 
very positive impact on the volunteers, who 
gained skills and confidence.

See: www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/
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Cornwall Record Office put on an 
exhibition about miner Richard Scoble. His 
story was unearthed when Chloe Phillips, 

Learning Officer at the Record Office, 
decided to research some letters about a 
migrant miner and ended up travelling to 
rural Idaho, meeting his descendants, and 

uncovering a connection to J. Edgar Hoover. 
The letters which were found in the archive 
begin when Scoble left Cornwall in 1874 and 
continue until 1885, but staff have managed 
to piece together the rest of his story until 

his death in 1933. He moved first to Nevada 
and then Idaho as part of a wave of Cornish 

miners who went overseas.



In 2013 the East Sussex Record Office, Brighton 
and Hove Royal Pavilion and Museums Local 

History Collections and University of Sussex 
Special Collections, new centre for archives, 

The Keep, was opened by HRH Queen Elizabeth



Media Archive for 
Central England 
to catalogue and 
make available 
over 2,000 film 
reels and video 
tapes
In November 2013, the Media Archive for 
Central England (MACE - the screen archive 
for the Midlands) was awarded £24,526 
through the Cataloguing Grants Programme to 
catalogue the Staffordshire Film Archive. The 
collection consists of some 2,000 film reels 
and videotape rolls, with a mixture of amateur 
and professional footage. With everything 

from coal mining to the Abbots Bromley 
Horn Dance and well dressing, the archive 
richly documents the history and culture of 
Staffordshire, and is now becoming accessible 
to the public.

With only generic lists of film titles and a large 
array of different formats, it was clear to the 
team that tackling the archive would not be 
without issues. Thanks to the funding, they will 
be able to recruit an information professional 
specially to work on the project, cataloguing 
the collection to archival standards and 
creating a catalogue that will be freely 
available for public consultation. 

To follow the progress of the Staffordshire 
Film Archive project, visit MACE’s website 
at: www.macearchive.org/ 

For more information about the Cataloguing Grants Programme, visit: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/cataloguing-grants-programme.htm



Ltd ed free @UniOfYork @UoYLibrary 
#AeroGirls postcards coming to York centre. 
Website soon: http://digital.york.ac.uk/
showcase/ pic.twitter.com/uO4QbG4SzY
UoY Borthwick @UoYBorthwick

Barclays Group Archives
have the prototype for the UK’s first credit 

card, Barclaycard (1966), the paper vouchers 
that were used to activate the world’s first 

cash machine (1967) - predecessors to 
today’s plastic cards.

pic.twitter.com/uO4QbG4SzY


Aero Girls
2013 saw the recruitment of 13 new trainees 
under the Opening Up Archives initiative, and 
what an impressive year it has been!

The Aero Girls were one of the fantastic 
projects to be developed by two of the trainees 
who were based at the Borthwick Institute for 
Archives at the University of York.

The oil paintings, which were commissioned 
by Rowntree in the 1950s, were uncovered 
by the trainees who were unable to stem 
their curiosity, so they decided to look for 
answers to the questions that were revolving 
in their heads – Who were the women in 
the paintings? Where were they now? Who 
painted them? 

With funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
along with support by The National Archives, 

the hunt for the answers unravelled 60-year-
old memories and has since developed into 
a nationwide call for information, the launch 
of an Aero Girls website, an exhibition called 
‘Who Were the Aero Girls? Discovering Hidden 
Art in the Archives’, and a feature on Channel 
4 News. 

Names of the women in the portraits came 
pouring in, and the investigation even 
uncovered an Aero Girl living in London, 
whose grandson had called to say that his 
grandmother not only was one of the women 
in the portraits, but also had the exact portrait 
hanging at home. 

This has been a hugely successful project 
that really showcases what the Opening Up 
Archives programme is all about. Thanks to the 
opportunities created, long-forgotten gems 
can start to take pride of place again. 

For more information 
and to view the image gallery, visit: 
www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/
news/2014/events/aero-girls-mysteries/

http://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/2014/events/aero-girls-mysteries/


The first archives to achieve Archive 
Service Accreditation in 2013 were: 

Cumbria Archive Service
Exeter Cathedral Library and Archives

Media Archive of Central England
Network Rail Corporate Archive

Tyne and Wear Archives 
Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service

Falkirk Archives 
Swansea University Richard Burton Archives

The National Archives
Unilever Archives

Lancashire Archives
Lincolnshire Archives

London Metropolitan Archives
Special Collections, University of Bradford

In 2013 the 
Bishopsgate Institute 

took in papers of 
Roman Catholic 

Feminists



money awarded by the Cataloguing Grants 
Programme to 65 archive projects in the 

past five years

£2,108,814.24 



Blog:
Creative engagement with archives

I explained to my startled poetry chef, I wanted a poem about all those hidden 
words, all that potential, all that unknown content. I think of archives as just 
waiting for you or me to open the box and discover what those ghosts of people 
– writers, diarists, clerks, and past archivists – put into it to keep safe.

I may possibly not have emphasised the ‘keep safe’ bit very strongly in my 
briefing, since the poem does contain the phrase “drop an archive box into 
boiling water” (my professional advice: do not drop archive boxes into boiling 
water). But from the moment I read the title (Life Stock) to the last line (“…open 
up these boxes and lift the lid on life”), I loved the metaphor my poetry chef 
used. Imagine our modern researchers and readers as the water, added to the 
boxed stock cube of archives. When we use archives, we are bringing them out of 
their dry, secure but quite dull storage, and into our world: fresh and nourishing 
and alive again in a new way.
Melinda Haunton, after her visit to a poetry takeaway blogs ‘Please do not boil the archives’

Follow the blog here: blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/please-do-not-boil-the-archives/

blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/please-do-not-boil-the-archives/


West Sussex
Record Office

gives disability a voice through taking 
in oral history recordings relating to 

the charity Voice for Disability

Did you know that 
records relating to 

the Sydenham Girls 
School project, 

centred on 
the lives of 
Caribbean 

Woman, were 
taken in by the 
Black Cultural 

Archives in 2013?



@BACChair
https://twitter.com/BAC_Chair/
status/459319248268324864 
See on Tube today: business 
archives being used to promote 
beer! Recipe books 
from 1840s and 
@London_Pride 

https://twitter.com/BAC_Chair/status/459319248268324864


The British 
Postal Museum 
and Archive
It has been a very exciting year for the British 
Postal Museum and Archive as it progresses on 
with its plans to open a new, national museum to 
showcase its world-class collections, supported 
by a £4.5m grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

The BPMA has also developed a five-year 
programme of events and exhibitions to mark 
the First World War centenary. Successful 
events include ‘Communicating Conflict’, a 
Bronze Arts Award project with Haverstock 
School in Camden. 25 Year 9 students wrote 
and performed their own poems inspired 
by the First World War stories in the BPMA 

collection. There is also a First World War talks 
programme, where guest speakers touch on the 
stories of the Post Office and its people at war.

Another hugely successful project is Last Post: 
Remembering the First World War, a flagship 
exhibition on display until March 2015 at 
Coalbrookdale Museum of Iron. Last Post, with 
a wealth of objects and archival material, tells 
the stories of postal workers fighting in the 
trenches and the Home Front. 

Travelling versions of Last Post are also on 
display at venues throughout the UK. In 2013 
Last Post was on display at the Museum of 
Army Flying in Hampshire, Carnegie Birthplace 
museum in Dunfermline and the Guildhall 
Library in London. 

To find out more about the BPMA’s First World War 
programme, visit: www.postalheritage.org.uk 



Rambert Moves: 
Unlocking the 
Passion
A diverse mix of funders, donors and 
individuals, including the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, ICAP, the Nureyev Foundation and the 
Foyle Foundation has helped to move the 
entire Rambert dance company and archives 
to a new home. The new building on London’s 
South Bank was opened by Her Majesty the 
Queen in December 2013. 

The project, which started in 2012, has 
transformed the archive from uncatalogued 
boxes to a working archive service in bespoke 
facilities while at the same time creating a new 
learning and participation strand, combining 
dance with heritage learning.

Cataloguing the collection has meant that the 
archives can be used not only by researchers 
but also by the marketing team, Chief 
Executive, artistic directors and dancers to 
restage historical works, using costumes and 
audio visual footage.

The learning programme is anticipating 
engaging over 500 people from 11 to 80 years 
old, encouraging them to use the collections 
to learn about dance history and creating 
dance based on the archives.

For more information, see: 
www.rambert.org.uk/ramberts_history 
and 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-
sector/rambert-archive.htm





In 2013 Bristol 
University 

Information Services 
took in papers of 
the composer, Sir 
Michael Tippett

Blog:
Gateway to history project, York, new ways of working

The Gateway to History project is bringing 
libraries and archives together, services that 
have traditionally operated separately. We 
believe that our strength is our integrated, 
community focused service. I’m developing 
crucial community links to build a stronger 
public profile, driving our services forward and 
exploring new ways of collaborative working.
Sarah Tester, Libraries and archives together at last!

Follow the blog here: citymakinghistory.wordpress.com/
tag/gateway-to-history/

http://citymakinghistory.wordpress.com/tag/gateway-to-history/


Creative ways 
to use Archive 
Service 
Accreditation
Planning a new archive service, restructuring an 
existing one or even moving to new premises can 
signal a review of service delivery and existing 
policies, plans and procedures. Using the Archive 
Service Accreditation Standard as a tool to 
support these developments can put a service in 
a strong position when applying for accreditation. 

Following public consultation, Somerset County 
Council and Devon County Council have agreed 
to move Devon Heritage Service and Somerset 
Heritage Service, which include the archive 
services, into a not-for-profit charitable trust 

during 2014. This was seen as the best option for 
safeguarding the continued preservation of and 
access to the unique and irreplaceable written 
and pictorial heritage collections in the care of the 
two County Councils.

The move will require new ways of working, 
supported by new or revised policies. Staff are 
planning to map the policies to the Archive 
Service Accreditation Standard, to support a 
joint application by the trust in 2015 that will 
cover both Somerset and Devon’s archives. 
This process will also help to bring the 
operations of the two services closer together 
during a time of great change.

To find out more about the different ways 
you could use Archive Service Accreditation, 
contact the team:
accreditation@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk



In 2014, the Archives+ 
partnership opened new 

premises in the renovated 
Manchester Central Library



In 2014, the Archives+ 
partnership opened new 

premises in the renovated 
Manchester Central Library



Bristol Record 
Office helps 
preserve the 
history of the 
slave ship 
‘Jason’
In 2013, Bristol Record Office secured funding 
from the Victoria and Albert Museum Purchase 
Grant Fund and Friends of Bristol Museums, 
Galleries and Archives for the purchase of an 
account book of the slave ship ‘Jason’. 

Formerly owned by the Becher family, the 
volume provided valuable insight into Bristol’s 
role in the transatlantic slave trade in the 
1740s, and gave vital clues about the lifestyle 
of merchants living in the area. The acquisition 
has been digitised for use in Bristol’s 
searchroom, and has since provided the 
archive service with extensive media exposure.

If you are considering purchasing collections to 
complement your existing holdings, the Sales 
Monitoring Team at The National Archives 
can give advice on the purchase of archive 
material and on funding opportunities. For 
more information, please contact: sales@
nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk 

Purchase Grant Fund information is 
available at: www.vam.ac.uk/content/
articles/p/puchase-grant-fund/ 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/p/puchase-grant-fund/
mailto:sales@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk


Bristol
Record Office 

has a volume bound 
in human skin.



Comic Book 
Girl to the 
Rescue 
Campaign 

Comic Book Girl is conservator Lorraine Finch’s 
campaign to change the public perception 
of the role of the conservator and to raise 
awareness of conservation and preservation 
among the general public by emphasising its 
relevance to their lives. 

Sharing her passion and enthusiasm for 
conservation and creating a focused and 
well-researched campaign delivered through 

a super-hero persona 
is central to reaching 
this wider audience, by 
attending conferences 
and conventions and 
using social media.

Initially focused on one 
group of collectors, comic book collectors, 
the aim is to extend the campaign, covering 
the full range of archival material held by the 
public in their homes.
The campaign has been running since January 
2013 and is carried out alongside usual 
business activities.

The campaign is a strong example of how 
archives can develop their audiences.  

Find out more about this and other 
relevant case studies on our website: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-
sector/case-studies.htm



Operation War Diary
In the first 8 weeks after the launch of Operation 
War Diary; a joint project between The National 

Archives, Imperial War Museums and Zooniverse, 
over 10,000 people across the globe volunteered to 

tag names, places and other details.

x 260,096

x 332,484
tags relating to named individuals

x 260,096
tags relating to named activities

tags to places

or someone working 40 
hours a week for four years

2= years’
work



Images kindly reproduced with 
the permission of featured archive 
services:

The National Fairground Archive
Dudley Archives and Local History Centre 
Library of the Society of Friends
Experience Barnsley Museum and 
Discovery Centre
Cumbria Archive Service
Hudd Music Hall and Variety Archive
The Keep partnership
The British Postal Museum and Archive
Rambert Dance Company and Archives
Archives+ partnership
Bristol Record Office
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