
 
 

1939 Register: Subject still living (D.P.A. enquiry) 
 
This paid search guide will help you to decide whether to use The National Archives’ paid search service.  
 
 

What information can you find out? 
 
We will always carry out a search of our records to a high standard based on our expertise and 
professionalism.  
 
1939 Register (RG 101). This series comprises digitally scanned versions of the enumerator's transcript 
books for the national registration of the civilian population that took place on the evening of 29 September 
1939. The records cover only enumeration districts in England and Wales and do not include entries for 
either enlisted members of the armed forces, or people engaged, or employed, on ships.  
 
With any search, there is never a guarantee that you will find the information you are looking for. There are 
often a number of possible reasons for an unsuccessful search, including the possibility that records were 
destroyed or lost, or that there are multiple records for individuals with identical names and we have 
insufficient information to distinguish between them.  
 
Search 1: Search for a person in the Register. 

 
This is a search in the 1939 register for one person still living. A separate search is required for each 
individual still living. A successful search will reveal all, or some, of the following: 
 

 Full name 

 Address  

 Date of birth 

 Marital status 

 Occupation at time of registration 

 Whether the individual was a member of the armed services or reserves  
 
 

What are the charges? 
  
Search 1 
Standard charge: £10.00.  
The subject of the request must still be living and proof of identity, e.g. passport, driving license must be 
uploaded. If the search is on the behalf of someone else the subject’s written authorisation is also required. 
 
 

What information do we need for a search? 
 
Please send as much information as you can. The following details are either essential or desirable for a 
search at our standard charge: 
 

Essential Desirable 

First name of person to be searched for Other first names (especially if 
surname is a common one) 

Surname of person to be searched for Alternative surname e.g. maiden 



name, change of name 

Gender House number, or name 

Date of birth Street name 

County of residence Name of City, or Town, and Borough 

Proof of identity (with letter of authorisation 
if acting on the subject’s behalf). 

Additional information e.g. other 
household members 

 
You can request a DPA search of the 1939 Register from our website using the following url: 
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/PaidSearch/DSA1939Register. 
 
Alternatively you can contact us either by completing our online enquiries form or by completing one of our 
paper response forms. 
 
You may decide, instead, to do the research yourself. For advice on conducting your own research you 
should consult the relevant research guides, accessible through our online guidance index. 
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