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ENTIRE 1911 CENSUS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE FOR THE FIRST TIME 
• 1911 census drives boom in genealogy: quarter of Britons have researched family tree 

• Records for Wales, Channel Islands and Isle of Man and military serving overseas now online 
 

Research commissioned by 1911census.co.uk reveals nearly a quarter of the population (23%) have now 

actively researched their family tree*, with 2.9 million people having visited 1911census.co.uk to research 

their own ancestors’ census records since the website went live in January this year**. The pastime is now 

just as popular as participating in team sports and overtaking other popular hobbies such as making Twitter 

posts and blogging (11%) and bingo (13%). 

 

Following the initial release of the Southern English records in January 2009, the website now hosts the 

complete 1911 census records for people living in England, Wales, the Channel Islands and the Isle of 

Man. What’s more, for the first time in a British census, full details are available of British Army personnel 

and their families stationed overseas. There were 135,866 people serving in the British Army and 36,804 

people serving in the Royal Navy across the British Empire in 1911, including 69,785 serving in India.  
 

Christine Webber, psychotherapist and lifecoach, says: “Being able to find out how our grandparents 

and great-grandparents lived gives our own lives some extra perspective, and also helps us to understand 

ourselves better. The ability to delve into what our relatives were doing almost a hundred years ago is 

fascinating. It also helps us to get a sense of our own place in history. I think that getting in touch with your 

own roots is a very valuable and healing thing to do. So, this is a most exciting development.” 

 

And it’s not just the older generation who are embracing the chance to discover more about their roots. 

Over a fifth (21% of under 35s and 35-55 year olds) have researched their family history in the past 12 

months. People are turning to genealogy for a wide variety of reasons, from wanting to find out more about 

family stories that have been passed down through the generations (28%), to being inspired by TV shows 

like ‘Who Do Think You Are?’ and after a family event such as the birth of a new child (12%).  



 

              

 

Women, however, are still leading the way when it comes to family history research as over one quarter 

(26%) are actively researching their family history, compared to only one fifth of men (20%).  

 
The 1911census.co.uk website service has been developed by UK-based family history website 

findmypast.com, owned by brightsolid, in association with The National Archives***. Completed by 36 

million householders on Sunday, 2 April 1911, the census records show the name, age, place of birth, 

marital status and occupation of every resident in every home as well as their relationship to the head of the 

household and the online records include images of our ancestors’ own handwriting. For the first time the 

enumerators’ summary books for the whole of England and Wales have also gone online today, recording 

details of all properties in the country in 1911 – a great resource for anyone interested in local history or 

house histories. The 1911 census records have been released three years earlier than the scheduled 2012 

date as a result of public demand for the 1911 census, which will be a key resource for family historians.  

 
Debra Chatfield, Marketing Manager at findmypast.com, says: ‘“We’re delighted that the final records 

have been uploaded from the 1911 census including the military records and the records for Wales, the Isle 

of Man and Channel Islands. We hope many generations will gain a huge amount of valuable information 

about their ancestors by consulting the records and that they’ll discover new chapters of their family history 

that they previously knew very little or nothing about.”  

 
Oliver Morley, Director of Customer and Business Development at The National Archives, 
commented: “It’s wonderful to see that so many people are discovering a new passion for family history 

through the 1911 census. Bringing this project to completion has been one of the most exciting events for 

us this year, and to know that so many people have been able to access part of their personal history online 

shows how valuable it can be to make these records available via the web.”  

 
ENDS 

 
 
Notes to Editors 
*Research commissioned by 1911census.co.uk with Opinium Research LLP polling 2,000 Britons in May 2009.  



 

              

**Findmypast.com internal data 
 
***In line with data protection legislation, certain sensitive information relating to infirmity and to children of women 
prisoners will be held back until 2012. The 1911 census is a special case at the request of the Information 
Commissioner all records of infirmity as listed on the records (e.g. ‘deaf’, ‘dumb’, ‘blind’, ‘lunatic’ etc.) have been 
obscured and will not be available to view until January 2012.  
 
 
Spokespersons 
Please contact Lansons Communications or The National Archives Press Office or should you wish to speak to an 
expert. 
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Lansons Communications 
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About findmypast.com 
 
Leading UK family history website findmypast.com (formerly 1837online.com) was the first company to make the 
complete birth, marriage and death indexes for England & Wales available online in April 2003.  
 
Following the transcription, scanning and indexing of over two million images, the company launched the first website 
to allow the public easy and fast access to the complete indexes, which until then had only been available on 
microfiche film in specialist archives and libraries. The launch was instrumental in creating the widespread and 
growing interest in genealogy seen in the UK today. 
 
Findmypast.com has subsequently digitised many more family history records and now offers access to over 650 
million records dating as far back as 1538. This allows family historians and novice genealogists to search for their 
ancestors among comprehensive collections of military records, census, migration, occupation directories, and current 
electoral roll data, as well as the original comprehensive birth, marriage and death records. 
 
In November 2006 findmypast.com launched the ancestorsonboard.com microsite in association with The National 
Archives to publish outbound passenger lists for long-distance voyages departing all British ports between 1890 and 
1960. 
 
As well as providing access to historical records, findmypast.com is also developing a range of online tools to help 
people discover and share their family history more easily, beginning with the launch of Family Tree Explorer in July 
2007. 
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Over 1.7 million people in the UK have researched their family trees and findmypast.com has over 800,000 active 
registered users, revealing the mass appeal of genealogy and findmypast.com’s position as the leading family history 
website based in the UK.  
 
In April 2007 findmypast.com’s then parent company Title Research Group received the prestigious Queen’s Award 
for Enterprise: Innovation 2007 in recognition of their achievement. 
 
Findmypast.com was acquired in December 2007 by brightsolid, the company who were awarded The National 
Archives’ contract to publish online the 1911 census. 
 
 
About The National Archives: 
 
The National Archives, www.nationalarchives.gov.uk, is a government department and an executive agency of the 
Ministry of Justice (MoJ). As the official archives of the UK government, it cares for, makes available and ‘brings alive’ 
a vast collection of over 1000 years of historical records, including the treasured Domesday Book. 
 
Not only safeguarding historical information, The National Archives also manages current digital information and 
devises new technological solutions for keeping government records readable now and in the future. It provides world 
class research facilities and expert advice, publishes all UK legislation and official publications, and is a leading 
advocate for the archive sector.  
 
At the heart of information policy, The National Archives sets standards of best practice that actively promotes and 
encourages public access to, and the re-use of information, both online or onsite at Kew. This work helps inform 
today’s decisions and ensures that they become tomorrow’s permanent record. 
 
The National Archives brings together the Public Record Office, Historical Manuscripts Commission, the Office of 
Public Sector Information and Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. See also www.opsi.gov.uk 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Mel Hide  
The National Archives 
T: 020 8392 5332 
Mel.Hide@nationalarchives.gov.uk 
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